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Acts 2 Study and Discussion Questions 

Lesson One: Paul’s Imprisonment and Trials – Acts 21:17 – Acts 28  
 

Unless otherwise noted, all questions in this and subsequent lessons refer to the underlined Scripture references 
listed at the beginning of each of the five sections within the lesson (often given as readings).  

 
As a result of Paul’s missionary ministry, many Gentiles had been converted to Christianity (“the Way”). 
However, Paul knew that it was also important for him to maintain his relationship with the Jewish church in 
Jerusalem, where the Apostles still had an important presence. At the conclusion of his third missionary journey, 
he traveled to Jerusalem (as referenced in this lesson) with a monetary offering from the Gentile congregations. 
The gift bore testimony to the unity between Jewish and Gentile Christians at a time when Jewish sentiment 
against the Roman Empire was near a peak. 
 
Read Acts 21:17-39.  
1) Of what offense had the Jews accused Paul (include verses numbers with your answer)? Was the 

accusation true or false? Compare Numbers 6:2, 5, 18 and Acts 18:18, 24:12-16 with Galatians 3:23-25. 
The Jews believed their customs were sacred, especially the practice of circumcision. Adherence to the 
Law (especially to the ceremonial portions) was at the heart of the Jews’ identity. They clung to it 
vehemently, but often with disregard for the spirit of the Law and without the proper motivation for 
keeping it (God intended obedience to be a natural outflow of love for Him). They believed Paul was 
encouraging others (not just Gentile believers but even Jewish believers) to renounce the customs of the 
Mosaic Law, including circumcision, the Temple, and even the Jewish people (Acts 21:21, 28). They also 
accused Paul of bringing Gentiles into the inner court of the Temple (an illegal action [21:28]). The 
accusations against Paul were false. The Jews who heard only portions of Paul’s teachings may have been 
confused about what he actually believed. Paul saw the person and work of Christ as fulfilling the 
ceremonial requirements of the Law. He taught that adherence to the Law was not necessary for salvation, 
yet it could be kept by any sincere believer whose social and familial identity was linked to its customs. 
For example, Paul willingly participated in a Nazirite vow of some kind (Acts 18:18.) While he affirmed 
the Law (Acts 24:14), he no longer felt bound by it (Galatians 3:25.)  

2) What request did James and the elders make of Paul, hoping to remove the rumors of offense? The 
leadership of the Jewish-Christian church in Jerusalem endorsed Paul’s mission to the Gentiles many 
years earlier at the Jerusalem Council (see Acts 15 [this passage also explains James’ comment in Acts 
21:25 about an apostolic decision to ask Gentile believers to abstain from certain food and sexual 
immorality]). Prior to the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD, Jewish sentiment against Rome was 
feverish. The Jews had mistakenly believed that they were God’s exclusive people. The idea of including 
Gentiles (who might also be Roman citizens) in this privilege was especially disdainful to them.  James 
and the elders of the church were in an awkward position, knowing Paul’s ministry to Gentiles was a 
stumbling block to newly converted Jews, as well as Jews they hoped to bring to faith in Christ. James 
and the elders recommended that Paul participate in a purification ceremony and pay the fees of some 
other Jews who were also participating in order to prove that he did not oppose the Mosaic Law.  

3) Compare Paul’s words in 1 Corinthians 9:22 with Paul’s actions in Acts 21:26. Those with whom we 
share the gospel are likely to have cultural and/or religious practices that differ from our own. What kinds 
of cultural or religious compromises have you made (or would you make) willingly for the sake of 
reaching others with the Gospel? Paul was willing to become “all things to all men so that by all possible 
means (he) might save some.” Apparently, he did not feel that participating in a ceremonial rite of 
purification conflicted with his conviction that Christ’s atoning death was sufficient to purify him of all 
sin. He was willing to do what he didn’t need to do in order to break down a wall of offense. Personal 
sharing 
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Read Acts 21:40-23:11. 
4) When Paul addressed the violent crowd in Acts 22:2-21, how did he emphasize the things he had in 

common with them? By contrast, what did the crowd seem to find especially offensive in his message? 
Paul spoke in Aramaic (22:2), the crowd’s language, and emphasized his Jewish upbringing and former 
zealousness for persecuting followers of “the Way” (22:2-5). He said it was the God of “our” Father who 
chose him for the task of witnessing for Jesus, and that his ministry to Gentiles was by God’s specific 
command. The mention of ministry to the Gentiles was what the crowd was unwilling to tolerate. 
Historically, the Jews had misunderstood their calling to be a light to other nations and viewed themselves 
exclusively as God’s people. They hated Rome and Romans and the idea that these enemies could be on 
equal footing with them before God was unthinkable.  

5) Consider Acts 23:11 in the context of Acts 19:21 and Romans 15:23-29 (written by Paul just before he 
went to Jerusalem and was arrested). Imagine yourself in Paul’s place when the Lord spoke to him (Acts 
23:11) and give reasons why God’s presence and His promise must have been greatly encouraging. After 
facing two violent encounters (the mob and the Sanhedrin [21:31, 35; 23:10]), the Lord’s presence must 
have given Paul tremendous comfort. Furthermore, Paul greatly desired to visit Rome (and had even 
begun making plans to do so). He had not been opposed to dying in Jerusalem (21:13) but in a dark 
moment, the Lord gave him the desire of his heart and promised that he would live to testify in Rome.  

6) From your own recent experience, give a specific example of the Lord encouraging you by His presence 
and with one or more of His promises? Personal sharing  

 
Read Acts 23:12-24:27.  
7) From Acts 23:12-35, describe the providentially ordained circumstances by which the Lord upheld His 

promise that Paul would live long enough to go to Rome. Paul’s nephew was providentially positioned to 
hear of the Jews’ plot against Paul’s life. He reported this to Paul and the commander. The commander 
took the report seriously and made immediate arrangements to transport Paul under heavy guard to 
Governor Felix in Caesarea. 

8) What was the Roman commander’s conclusion about the charges against Paul (include verse number)? 
According to Acts 23:29, the commander believed there was no charge against Paul that deserved death or 
imprisonment. 

9) What conclusions can you draw from Acts 24 about Paul’s motives in addressing Felix? What example or 
warning can you take from these for your own life? Unlike Felix, Paul was both sincere and unselfish. He 
defended himself honorably and calmly but was more concerned with sharing his testimony and spiritual 
truth than with convincing Felix of his innocence. Paul may have known the opportunity to bribe Felix 
existed, but he refused to do so. He was a man of integrity who trusted God to protect him. Personal 
sharing 

 
Read Acts 25-26. 
10) Compare Acts 26:6-7 with 23:6 and 28:20b. According to Paul, why did the Jews bring charges against 

him? Using any general Bible knowledge you have, try to explain what Paul meant. Paul claimed the 
Jewish religious leaders charged him because of his hope in the resurrection of the dead and his hope in 
God’s promises to Israel. In Acts 26:22-23, Paul said that Christ would rise from the dead and proclaim 
light to Jews and Gentiles alike. This, Paul claimed, was nothing different from what the Old Testament 
taught. When Paul spoke of God’s promises to the Jews’ ancestors (26:6), he was surely referring to 
God’s promise to bless the entire world through them with a Messiah (Genesis 12:3b). The Jews’ offense 
against Paul boiled down to his claim that Jesus of Nazareth was that Messiah, that God had proved this 
by raising Him from the dead, and that Jesus had sent Paul to offer salvation to Gentiles (as well as Jews). 
The Jews had clung God’s promise of a Messiah but had ignored or misunderstood the promise that the 
entire world would be blessed through Him (including the Gentiles they so despised).  
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11)  Paul shared his conversion story repeatedly (22:6-16 and 26:12-18).   

a) Why do you think he did this? Paul spoke repeatedly of his conversion in obedience to the Lord’s 
command to be His witness. The story of his conversion also backed up his claims of God-given 
authority and that Jesus has power to radically change lives. 

b) Consider and write out a brief summary of Jesus’ work and authority in your own life and be 
prepared for the Lord to give you an opportunity to share it with a nonbeliever this week. Personal 
sharing 

 
Read Acts 27-28. 
12) List Paul’s exemplary actions and attitudes throughout his journey to Rome and shipwreck and tell which 

one or more you should imitate in your own present circumstances. In the face of extreme hardship, 
foreboding circumstances, physical weakness, and while a prisoner without any recognized authority, 
Paul nevertheless issued orders (27:30-32), gave bold warnings, advice, and encouragement (27:9-10, 21-
26, 33-36), showed that his hope and confidence were in God (27:22-25, 35-36), and used opportunities to 
bring Him glory (28:8-9). Personal sharing 

13) Describe the circumstances and length of Paul’s imprisonment in Rome (include verse numbers). 
According to Acts 28:16, 30-31, Paul was in Rome for two years. Although he was a prisoner, he was 
allowed to rent his own house and live alone with a soldier guarding him. He was free to have any visitor 
he wanted and to preach and teach without hindrance. 

14) According to Acts 9:15-16; 22:14-15, and 26:16-18, what was Paul commissioned to do? List all the ways 
in which he fulfilled this commission during his arrest in Jerusalem, his two-year imprisonment in 
Caesarea, his journey to Rome, and his confinement in Rome. Paul was commissioned to carry Jesus’ 
name before the Gentiles and their kings, and before the people of Israel (9:15-16). He was appointed as a 
servant and a witness to “open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of 
Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by 
faith in [Christ]” (26:16-18). He was also chosen to “know [God’s] will and to see the Righteous One, and 
to hear words from His mouth” (22:14-15). Paul witnessed to the Jewish mob in Jerusalem, the Sanhedrin 
(in Jerusalem and Caesarea), the Gentile rulers of Jerusalem (the commander and other soldiers who heard 
all he said), and the Gentile rulers in Caesarea (Felix, his wife Drusilla, Festus, and King Agrippa and his 
wife Bernice). In Rome, Paul preached and taught Jews and Gentiles. Presumably, he also witnessed to 
the chief official of Malta during his shipwreck, all those on the ship with him, and many prisoners and 
guards during his years of confinement. 

15) No one knows why Acts seems to end abruptly. Based on your study of the book, what suggestions can 
you make (consider Acts 1:1, 8)? Luke wrote to someone named Theophilus. His emphasis was on the 
relationship between Christianity and the government. This, and the amount of time he spent detailing 
Paul’s trials, may indicate that Theophilus was a person with political power to influence the outcome of 
Paul’s trial in Rome. If Luke’s motive for writing Theophilus was to aid in Paul’s release, it would 
explain why he ended with Paul’s arrival in Rome. Another idea is that Luke realized the story of Christ’s 
work in His church would not end until Jesus returns.  
 

 


