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Acts 2 Study and Discussion Questions 

Lesson Three: Paul’s Pastoral Epistles – 1 Timothy, 2 Timothy, Titus  
 
Read 1 Timothy 1-3. 
1) 1 Timothy 1:3 tells us that Timothy was in Ephesus when Paul wrote to him with the leadership 

instructions we know as “1 Timothy.” 
a) According to Acts 18:19-19:1, who was involved in the founding of the church in Ephesus? Paul, 

Priscilla and Aquila, and Apollos.  
b) What additional information does Acts 19:8-10; 20:17, 29-31, and 1 Timothy 1:3-7; 3:14-15 give 

about the church at Ephesus and about why Paul wrote to Timothy? Paul remained in Ephesus for 
two to three years on his third missionary journey. During that time, he lectured daily in the Hall 
of Tyrannus. As a result, “all the Jews and Greeks who lived in the province of Asia heard the 
word of the Lord” (Acts 19:10 [It is believed that most, if not all, of the seven churches of Asia 
mentioned in Revelation 2-3 were founded at this time]). Paul warned the elders at Ephesus that 
false teachers would threaten their flock. By the time Timothy ministered in Ephesus, false 
teachings had in fact developed (1 Timothy 1:3). Paul wrote Timothy with instructions about “how 
people ought to conduct themselves in God’s household” (1 Timothy 3:15). 

2) Some understand Paul’s instructions in 1 Timothy 2:11-12 as a universal command, flowing from clearly 
defined roles for men and women in the Bible. However, many find that position problematic, based on 
other Bible passages. From the information given in 1:3-7, 19; 4:1-2, 6-7, 16; and 6:3-5 about what was 
going on in Ephesus at the time Paul wrote, can you suggest an explanation that might support the idea 
that Paul’s restriction on women teaching in the church was a local command to control a local church as 
a result of a local problem, rather than a universal restriction? “…the restriction of women’s place and 
participation in the life and ministry of the church at Ephesus is most probably ‘directed against women 
involved in false teaching who have abused proper exercise of authority in the church (not denied by Paul 
elsewhere to women) by usurpation and domination of the male leaders and teachers in the church at 
Ephesus.’” i The women were either the ones presenting the false teaching or the ones most influenced by 
it. 

3) Regarding 1 Timothy 3: 
a) Why do you think Paul carefully outlined the qualities that church leaders must possess for 

Timothy (consider the particular problems Timothy faced from questions 1-2)? In light of the 
problem of false doctrine that had crept into the church at Ephesus, Paul carefully listed qualities 
Timothy must look for in seeking sound leadership for the church (to protect it from false 
teaching).  

b) Over whom do you exert some kind of influence? Which aspect of your character needs to be 
constantly guarded or improved in order that your influence is God-honoring? Personal sharing 

 
Read 1 Timothy 4-6.  
4) Summarize the truths Paul taught in 1 Timothy 5-6 below: 

a) 5:1-2 Treat older people with respect and gentleness; treat younger people with purity, as siblings. 
b) 5:3-16 Take care of widows, especially those in your own family. 
c) 5:17-20 Honor the elders of the church, especially by repaying them and protecting their 

reputations.  
d) 6:1-2 Respect masters (or employers), especially those who are fellow Christians. 
e) 6:3-10 Do not be lovers of money but learn contentment. 
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5) Write out the first sentence/phrase of 1 Timothy 4:16:  “Watch your life and doctrine closely.” 

a) Is what a person believes (his or her “teaching” or “doctrine”) always reflected in the way they 
live their life? Explain your answer.  We may espouse certain beliefs, but what we really believe is 
always proven by the way we live. 

b) Which doctrine or teaching have you come to understand more clearly and believe more 
wholeheartedly since you began the Acts 2 study? How has it impacted your behavior (or how do 
you believe it will impact your behavior)? Personal sharing 

6) Reread 1 Timothy 4:11-12. Imagine Timothy’s feelings. The apostle Paul charged him, a “young” man, 
with the task of commanding and teaching a congregation that was struggling with divisive false 
teachings.  
a) What did Paul tell Timothy about handling controversy in 1 Timothy 1:3-5? 1) We must not run 

from it. 2) When we present truth, we must be motivated by love and ensure our hearts are pure, 
our consciences are clear, and we are sincere in our faith. 

b) Are you facing a difficult situation in which you can apply these instructions? Personal sharing 
 
Read Titus 1-3. 
7) Who was Titus (see 2 Corinthians 2:13; 7:6, 13-15; 8:6, 16-17, 23; 12:18; Galatians 2:1-3; 2 Timothy 

4:10; Titus 1:4-5)? Titus was an uncircumcised Greek who Paul, early in his ministry, brought to 
Jerusalem as a “test case” regarding inclusion of Gentiles in Christ apart from circumcision (and thus, 
apart from conversion to Judaism). He may have been a convert of Paul (Paul called him a “son” in the 
faith [Titus 1:4]). He became one of Paul’s most trusted companions. On Paul’s third missionary journey, 
he wrote to the Corinthians about sending Titus to them. Late in Paul’s life, he left Titus in Crete with the 
responsibility of straightening out the work there. In 2 Timothy, Paul’s last epistle, Paul says Titus had 
been with him. Titus was faithful and useful right to the end of Paul’s life. 

8) What similarities do you find in the books of Titus and 1 Timothy? Both of these books were written 
during the same period of Paul’s life to pastors whose churches had heresies. Paul had appointed Titus 
and Timothy as overseers of their respective congregations. Paul used the phrases “sound doctrine” and 
“this is a trustworthy saying” in both epistles (and also in 2 Timothy), reflecting the need for the false 
teachings to be corrected. Paul had harsh words for the false teachers in both letters, and he strictly 
commanded Titus and Timothy to deal boldly with them. Both writings include specific lists of 
qualifications for church leaders and both include instructions for those in the church by categorization: 
women, men, and slaves. Both also include doctrinal passages and practical exhortations.  

9) The book of Titus contains a short doctrinal passage in each chapter (1:1-4; 2:11-14; and 3:4-7). Those in 
chapters 2 and 3 mention God’s grace. How is God’s grace teaching you to “say ‘no’ to ungodliness and 
worldly passions and to live a self-controlled, upright and godly life” (2:11-12) this week? We are not 
only justified by grace through faith but also sanctified by grace through faith. Personal sharing 

 
Read 2 Timothy 1-2. 
10) 2 Timothy was Paul’s last epistle. What can you glean from 1:12, 15; 2:9; 4:6-8, 9-11, 13, 16-18, 21a 

about Paul’s state of mind and circumstances? Paul was in prison, “chained like a criminal.” Everyone 
except Luke had abandoned him (several faithful friends are listed as having been sent on errands by Paul 
[4:10b, 12]). Thus, it seems he was lonely. At his first defense, no one came to his aid (Luke may not 
have been considered a qualified witness by the court), but the Lord delivered him from a death sentence 
(interpreters have variously identified the lion of 4:17 as the lions of the amphitheater, the emperor Nero, 
or Satanii). Paul wanted Timothy and Mark to join him and bring him his scrolls and his cloak. He was 
aware his life was nearly over (“I have finished the race” [4:7]), yet he was confident and secure in the 
Lord.  
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11) Briefly list Paul’s exhortations in chapters 1-2. Fan into flame the gift of God (1:6), do not be ashamed 

to testify (1:8), keep the pattern of sound teaching (1:13), guard the deposit entrusted to you (1:14), be 
strong (2:1), entrust my words to reliable men (2:2), endure hardship (2:3), reflect on these sayings (2:7), 
remember Jesus Christ (2:8), keep reminding and warning others (2:14), present yourself as a good 
steward of God’s word (2:15), avoid godless chatter (2:16), flee evil youthful desires and pursue 
righteousness, faith, love, and peace instead (2:22), have nothing to do with foolish arguments (2:23) 

12)  Paul told Timothy to reflect on the meaning of the three illustrations in 2:3-7. What main idea is taught 
by all three and specifically how does it apply to the ministry to which God had called you? Paul was 
telling Timothy he must be prepared to endure hardship and persevere, even if his task is difficult. 
Effective ministry and heavenly reward demand such perseverance. His metaphor of the military man 
shows the singleness of purpose required by a faithful disciple of Christ. His athletic metaphor shows the 
need to follow the rules in order to receive a prize. His farming metaphor points out the inevitability of 
reward. All three metaphors illustrate an individual who is rewarded as a result of hard work, self-
discipline, obedience, and perseverance in the face of obstacles. Personal sharing 

 
Read 2 Timothy 3-4. 
13) In 2 Timothy 3:1-9 and 4:3-5, what did Paul prophesy and how did he instruct Timothy to respond (3:14 

and 4:2, 5)? Paul predicted that the “last days” (the entire period between Christ’s ascension and His 
return) will be a time in which people are especially immoral. They will have “a form of godliness” 
(religiosity) but “but deny its power” (no intention of putting their professed beliefs into practice). They 
will not tolerate sound doctrine but oppose truth and choose teachers who say what they want to hear. 
Paul exhorted Timothy to continue in the truth he had learned, to preach the Word, to correct, rebuke and 
encourage with great patience and careful instruction, to keep his head in all situations, endure hardship, 
evangelize, and discharge all the duties of his ministry. 

14) What does Paul present as our sure foundation (see 2 Timothy 2:9, 15; 3:15-17; 4:2a)? The Bible 
15) According to the content of Paul’s pastoral epistles (1 and 2 Timothy and Titus), what was his focus at the 

end of his life? What are you presently focused on? How does Paul’s example challenge you?  Paul 
focused on encouraging and advising those he mentored and ensuring the Gospel was accurately and 
faithfully proclaimed. With regard to his own personal relationship with the Lord, he focused on heaven 
and on finishing his life well (2 Timothy 4:6-8). Personal sharing 
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