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Acts 2 Study and Discussion Questions 

Lesson Five: Hebrews, Part 2 – Hebrews 8-13 
 

Read Hebrews 8. 
1) Imagine being a Jewish Christian in the first century and living under intense persecution from the Roman 

authorities, as well as from Jewish family members, who consider your Christian stance a betrayal. The 
traditions with which you were raised (and with which your parents and grandparents were raised) 
revolved entirely around the practices of Judaism, a way of life that was acceptable to the state. If you 
chose to renounce your Christian faith and return to Judaism, you would go back to a life of ritual, not the 
least of which would be the system of sacrifices. The Temple in Jerusalem was all-important to the Jewish 
way of life. What does Hebrews 8:1-6 have to say about the Temple (Tabernacle) and about Jesus’ 
ministry that would influence your thinking about returning to your old life? The writer says that the 
sanctuary (Temple) at which the Levitical priests served was a shadow of the greater reality in heaven. 
The ministry of intercession that Jesus has in heaven is superior to the ministry of those who served at the 
Tabernacle (Temple). 

2) Define the word covenant. A covenant is an agreement between two or more persons. 
3) Jesus instituted a new covenant with us. 

a) What was the basis of the former (“old”) covenant? See Deuteronomy 28:1-6, 15-19 and Romans 
10:5. The old covenant was conditional upon obedience to the Law: obedience brought blessing, 
disobedience brought disaster. The key to life was keeping the Law.  

b) According to Hebrews 8:7-13, how is the new covenant different from the old (see also Romans 
7:15-25)? There was nothing wrong with the law God gave. It was good. The problem was with 
people’s hearts. We are not able or willing to do what we know is good. At times we want to do it, 
but we just don’t follow through. What we need is for God to change our hearts and minds, and 
this is what God promised to do in the new covenant (Jeremiah 31:31-34 [Hebrews 8:8-12]). 
Those who enter this covenant with God through Jesus “know God” (8:11). 

c) What specific pattern of thinking or passion of your heart (8:10) will you ask God to transform? 
Personal sharing 

 
Read Hebrews 9-10. 

4) List the phrases in Hebrews 9:1-10:18 that explain the ways in which the sacrifice system of the old 
covenant was inferior to Jesus’ sacrifice. The priest could only enter the inner sanctuary once a year and 
never without blood sacrifices (9:7). The sanctuary bought by the sacrifices was temporary (9:8) and did 
not free the conscience. Jesus’ blood (when applied) cleans our consciences and allows us to serve God 
(9:9, 14 and 10:2). The sanctuary of Jesus’ sacrifice was heaven (spiritual [9:11]). He presented His own 
blood, not that of animals (9:12). His sacrifice was “once for all,” good for all people of all time, and 
without need of being repeated, as were the Levitical sacrifices (9:12, 25-26, 28; 10:11-12). Jesus’ 
sacrifice frees us from the penalty of our sins (9:15). Jesus’ “better” blood put into force a heavenly will 
(a legal transaction [9:23]; a will takes effect after there is proof of death and blood is evidence of death 
[9:16-18]). Jesus’ sacrifice “does away” with sin while animal sacrifices do not (9:26, 10:4, 11). 

5) According to Hebrews 10:10, 14, 16, Philippians 1:6, 2:13, and Hebrews 13:20-21, how are those who 
enter God’s new covenant made holy (acceptable to God)? As a result of Jesus’ sacrificed body, God 
makes us holy. He gives us new hearts and minds (transforms our thinking and desires). It is His work. 

6) Summarize the encouragement and warning in Hebrews 10:19-39 and record things that sometimes deter 
you from “drawing near to God.”  The writer encourages his readers to draw near to God, with full 
confidence, in light of Jesus’ superior and lasting sacrifice and priesthood. He encourages us to persevere 
in the faith and not “shrink back” (even under persecution), keeping Jesus’ return always in view. He 
warns against defection from the faith (apostasy). Personal sharing 
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Read Hebrews 11.  

7) What do these verses teach us about faith?  
a) Verse 1 Faith is defined as surety about things we cannot see, things for which we hope (hope is 

not wishful thinking but confidence based on knowledge). 
b) Verse 6 Without faith it is impossible to please God. We can only come to Him if we have faith 

that He exists, and He will reward earnest seeking of Him. 
c) Verses 10, 13-16, 26, 39 Faith remains firm, even while awaiting fulfillment  
d) Verse 11 Our confidence in God’s character (that He keeps His promises) is the basis of our faith. 
e) Verse 27b Faith requires spiritual vision. 
f) Verses 29-30 When God’s people courageously exercise faith, God responds in amazing ways.  
g) Verses 32-38 Faith may cost us something, even our life. 
h) Anything else from chapter 11? Individual sharing 

8) Based on the verse immediately preceding chapter 11 (10:39) and the verse immediately following 
chapter 11 (12:1), what was the writer’s purpose in mentioning all of the faithful people listed in chapter 
11? The author was concerned that his audience might walk away from the faith in the face of 
persecution. He reminds us that the hallmark of those who have gone before us is that they suffered for 
their faith, keeping their focus not on the present, but on the heavenly city. 

9) Why do you think that God providentially reminded you of these things today? Personal sharing 
 
Read Hebrews 12. 

10) For the encouragement of your discussion group, share a testimony about how God has used a particular 
hardship to discipline you. Personal sharing 

11) Read Hebrews 12:18-21 in the context of Exodus 19:10-21 and Hebrews 12:22-24 in the context of Psalm 
2:6, Revelation 19:1-9, and 21:1-7. Which descriptive words in Hebrews 12:18-24 highlight the 
difference between living under the old covenant and living in the new covenant? The following phrases 
are used in connection with the old covenant: fire; darkness, gloom and storm; a trumpet blast; a voice 
speaking words that caused its hearers to beg that no further word be spoken (they could not bear what 
was being commanded); terrifying and trembling with fear. In contrast, these phrases are used in 
connection with the new covenant: city of the living God; thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful 
assembly; the church of Jesus, the firstborn; God, the Judge of all men; spirits of righteous men made 
perfect; Jesus the mediator; and a better word. 

12) What future scenario is described in Hebrews 12:25-29? Once you have thought about this, spend a few 
minutes in prayer, obeying the exhortation in verse 28 and using its words, and record how this verse 
impacted you. The passage speaks of the removal (by God) of all that is temporal so that only that which 
is eternal remains. Personal sharing 
 

Read Hebrews 13. 
13) Which ideas in chapter 13 reflect specific teachings given in chapters 1-12 (include verse numbers)? The 

writer warns his readers in verses 9-16 to keep their focus on Jesus in their suffering, rather than turning 
to other (false) ideas (probably legalism is in view). Verses 8, 20 and 21 are reminders that, because of 
Jesus’ present position, He is eternally able to “equip us” to do His will and “work in us what is pleasing 
to Him.” The quote, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you” (verse 5) is a reminder that God 
keeps His promises/oath.  
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14)  Summarize the subject matter of each of these verse groupings and make notes about anything the Holy 

Spirit prompts you to act upon. 
a) Verses 1-3, 16 Demonstrate love and unselfishness to fellow believers as well as strangers 

(Personal sharing) 
b) Verse 4 Purity in sexuality (Personal sharing) 
c) Verse 5 Contentment rather than materialism (Personal sharing) 
d) Verses 7, 17 Honoring, praying for, and imitating leaders (Personal sharing) 
e) Verses 9-14 Adherence to sound doctrine (Personal sharing) 
f) Verse 15 Verbal expressions of praise to God (Personal sharing) 

15) Jesus Christ is the focus of the book of Hebrews. His work supersedes and nullifies all religion, He is 
superior to all created beings (human or heavenly), He has provided a superior sacrifice, He is our 
supreme representative, and He has ushered in a superior covenant, the basis of our hope. Reread 
Hebrews 12:2. From what or whom do you need to shift your eyes toward Jesus? Personal sharing 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


