
 

D. A. Hammond                                            GOD OF THE WORD: Gospels                                      Copyright © 2016  All rights reserved.  

1 
Gospels: Lesson 11  

Looking Over the Story of the Gospel 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, John 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Introduction 
 

An important goal of the GOD of the WORD Bible Studies is to show that the Bible tells one 
continuous story from beginning to end. As in most classic literature, the story of the Bible 
has a beginning (in which the main characters and central conflict are introduced), a middle 
(in which the plot develops), and a conclusion (in which the central conflict is resolved).  
 
The Gospels present the apex of the story. The word “Gospel” means “good news.” People 
are searching for good news today. Whether they recognize it or not, they are searching for 
answers, they are searching for hope, and they are searching for salvation. They search in 
politics, they search in religion, they search in relationships, they search in education, and 
they search in experiences. All the while, the good news being sought is available right 
within the story of the Bible.  
 
All or part of the introductory and review lessons of each of the eight studies (Beginnings, 
Patriarchs, Exodus, Promised Land 1, Promised Land 2, Gospels, Acts 1, and Acts 2) 
outlines the Bible’s story. It is fitting that we conclude our study of the Gospels by noting the 
ways in which all parts of the story point to Jesus. Although Jesus isn’t identified as the 
promised Messiah until the last part of the story of the Bible (the New Testament), He is 
nevertheless the focal point throughout. He is the good news. Apart from Him, there is no 
ultimate answer to the trouble of life, no hope, and no salvation.  
 
The Book of Genesis introduces the story of the Bible. If one is unfamiliar with the Book of 
Genesis, the remainder of the Bible doesn’t make much sense. Genesis begins by telling us 
about four important primeval events.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Subject: A review of the Gospels in the context of the greater story of the Bible  
Main Idea: Jesus Christ is the good news in the story of the Bible. 

Principles: 
1. In His infinite wisdom, God designed a plan for our salvation in which Jesus would become the “wisdom of 

God” (1 Corinthians 1:24).   
2. Hundreds of years of history have substantiated our inability to save ourselves and that Jesus is our only hope.  
3. The good news of the New Testament is that Jesus is Messiah and our perfectly qualified Savior. 
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I. The Beginning of the Story: Messiah is the Answer (Genesis 1-11)  

A. The Creation  
i. In the Beginning: The first words of the Bible are, “In the beginning, 

God…” Before there was time, before there was anything, there was God. 
Although the name “Jesus Christ” doesn’t appear, God speaks of Himself 
in the plural in Genesis 1: “Let us make man in our own image” (1:26). 
Jesus Christ is not a created being. He is Eternal God and has forever been 
part of the triune Godhead (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit). The apostle 
John must have had the Book of Genesis in mind when he began his 
Gospel centuries later. Its opening words are, “In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with 
God in the beginning. Through Him all things were made; without Him 
nothing was made that has been made.” Jesus existed as part of the divine 
Trinity, in eternity past.  

ii. They Walked with the Lord God: The early chapters of the Bible 
introduce God and mankind as the main characters of its story. After God 
made the universe and the first man and woman, Adam and Eve, He 
fellowshipped with them. Genesis 3:8 says, “The man and his wife heard 
the sound of the Lord God as He was walking in the garden in the cool of 
the day” and “the Lord God called to the man, ‘Where are you?’” This is 
one of several Old Testament passages that imply God appeared to man in 
some bodily form (a “theophany”). Since the only member of the Trinity 
that is known to have put on human flesh in the Bible is Jesus Christ, it 
seems probable that Old Testament “theophanies” are actually 
“Christophanies,” or physical manifestations of Jesus prior to His physical 
birth. Was Jesus the member of the Godhead who walked in the Garden 
with Adam and Eve? If so, we find a second reference to Him in the very 
first chapters of the Bible.     
 

B. The Fall 
i. Satan: The Bible tells us that a serpent came to tempt Eve to disobedience. 

It is the first indication in the Bible that forces exist in opposition to God 
and His purposes. Apparently, sometime prior to Adam and Eve’s willful 
disobedience against God in the Garden of Eden, Satan, a previously 
glorious angel, rebelled against God and was cast from Heaven, along 
with many angels who chose to side against God with Him (Isaiah 14:12-
17, Ezekiel 28:12-17, Matthew 25:41 [Satan’s angels]). Later, the Bible 
calls this serpent “the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray” 
(Revelation 12:9). 
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ii. Sin  

1. God created Adam and Eve with the freedom to obey or reject Him. 
He also gave them freedom to eat from any tree in the Garden 
except one. He warned them that if they ate from that tree, they 
would die (Genesis 2:17). When Adam and Eve chose to disobey 
God’s command, they immediately experienced guilt and shame, 
things they had never previously experienced. Since God is a holy 
and just Judge, He imposed the death penalty on them: they 
immediately died spiritually and eventually died physically. Adam 
and Eve’s intimate fellowship with God was severed and they were 
forever banned from the Garden. God also cursed the serpent and 
the land that Adam had worked. Genesis 4:7 calls disobedience to 
God “sin.”  

2. The entrance of sin into the world is critical to the story of the 
Bible. It explains the plight of humankind throughout history: every 
person since that time has been born with an inherited legal guilt 
and a corrupt moral nature (a “sin nature”) that separates us from 
God and has kept us under the death penalty (Romans 3:23).  

iii. A Promise: At the very same time that God decreed judgment on Adam 
and Eve, He also promised to restore men and women to fellowship with 
Him. God had a plan: the seed (offspring) of the woman would crush the 
head of the woman’s enemy (Genesis 3:15). Over the course of ancient 
Jewish history, this expected figure came to be known as “Messiah” (or 
“Anointed One” [Daniel 9:25-26]).  
 

C. The Flood: This and the next event show the extent of the impact of the Fall. 
i. Depravity: Genesis 4-5 describes the two lines of humanity that developed 

after the Fall through the sons of Adam and Eve: Seth’s descendants, who 
walked with God, and Cain’s descendants, who did not. The evil line 
became increasingly degenerate, so greatly impacting the godly line that 
eventually, only one righteous man remained on the planet, Noah 
(Genesis 6:9). God was grieved by the situation (6:6-7) and determined to 
wipe the earth clean and start over with Noah’s family. 

ii. The Ark: God sent a flood that destroyed every living thing on earth, with 
the exception of Noah and those on his Ark. The Ark carried 8 people (1 
Peter 3:20) safely through the waters of death, and once the waters 
receded, to new life. The Ark is a picture of Jesus Christ. Those who 
choose to put their faith in Him are delivered from God’s wrath and 
carried safely to the shores of Heaven, our eternal home.  
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D. The Tower of Babel – Genesis 10-11: The Bible speaks of Jesus’ presence at 

Creation, predicts His work of salvation immediately after the Fall, and typifies 
His work in the Ark. But it also hints at His involvement in the Tower of Babel 
incident.  

i. Ongoing Rebellion: Following the Flood, God commanded Noah and his 
three sons to multiply and fill the earth (Genesis 9:1). Nevertheless, some 
of their descendants did just the opposite. Instead of spreading, they 
founded cities to settle in. A man named Nimrod went so far as to 
establish two empires (10:10-11). One of his cities was in a plain in 
Babylonia (Shinar [Genesis 11:2]). The men building it determined to 
oppose God and “make a name for themselves” rather than be scattered 
over the face of the earth. They began building a ziggurat that would 
reach to the heavens.  

ii. Jesus at Babel: Witnessing this, the Lord said, “Come, let us go down and 
confuse their language so they will not understand each other” (Genesis 
11:7). Jesus’ involvement in confusing men’s languages is once again 
implied by God speaking of Himself in the plural. 

 
Summary Statement: In the beginning of the story of the Bible, God and mankind are 
introduced as the main characters. The entrance of sin into the world is the central conflict of 
the story. But these early chapters of human history also tell us that God had a plan for our 
salvation, a plan that included the “seed” of the woman.  
 
Principle: In His infinite wisdom, God designed a plan for our salvation in which Jesus 
would become the “wisdom of God” (1 Corinthians 1:24).   
 
Satan promised Eve that she would become “like God” by eating the forbidden fruit. She 
took the fruit, partly because of her desire to gain wisdom (Genesis 3:6). She would have 
known all wisdom was found in God; she had enjoyed His fellowship in the Garden. But 
Satan enticed her to circumvent God and look elsewhere for wisdom.  
 
1 Corinthians 1 says that to those whom God has called, Christ is the wisdom of God (1:24). 
God’s plan has always been to glorify His Son Jesus. Satan’s evil scheme is to divert our 
attention away from Jesus. But Jesus is the plan of God and the wisdom of God. True 
wisdom is found in Him alone (Romans 16:27).  
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Application: Where are you looking for the wisdom you need today? In the first century, 
the Jews had a reputation for looking for supernatural signs (1 Corinthians 1:22). Are you 
expecting to get wisdom in some supernatural ways, perhaps from your horoscope, a fortune-
teller, or some other mystic?  
 
Paul said that the Gentiles of his day put their confidence in human philosophies (1 
Corinthians 1:22). When you need wisdom, do you primarily trust in your education and 
experiences? We certainly gain helpful insights from these, but they aren’t complete.  
Paul wrote, “It is because of [God] that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us 
wisdom from God – that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. Therefore, as it is 
written: ‘Let the one who boasts boast in the Lord.’” (1 Corinthians 1:30-31). Jesus is the 
only complete source of wisdom. He is the answer for which the world is looking. 
 
Transition: The flood slowed the impact of sin but was not a permanent solution. The 
remainder of Genesis shows how God used the family of Abram to put His plan for a 
permanent solution into action.  
 

II. The Middle of the Story: Messiah is our Hope (Genesis 12 – Malachi) 
A. Patriarchal History – Genesis 12-50:  

i. Abraham  
1. Abram’s Faith: By faith, Abram obeyed God’s command to move 

from his life in the well-settled region of Mesopotamia and move to 
Canaan, where he would live the remainder of his life as a tent-
dweller. Abram’s faith was a prototype of saving faith: he believed 
God truly enough to step out in obedience to Him.  

2. God’s Promises: God gave Abram special promises: land, 
descendants as numerous as the stars, and blessing. By faith, Abram 
received these promises and anticipated their fulfillment. Each of 
the promises was related to God’s plan of salvation through Jesus.   

a. Jesus descended from Abram: Although Abram remained 
childless until he was 86 years old, ultimately God kept His 
promise and made him the father of many nations. God 
changed Abram’s name to Abraham, meaning “father of 
many.” Abram’s son Isaac, and his son Jacob, fathered the 
Jewish nation, becoming the ancestors of Jesus Christ.  
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b. The blessing promised to all nations through Abram was 

fulfilled in Jesus: God promised to bless Abraham and make 
him a blessing to many. Although God blessed Abraham 
with wealth and a large family, the greater blessing was that 
which would come through Abraham to all nations. This 
blessing came through Abraham’s child of promise, Isaac, 
and his son Jacob. Jacob (later renamed “Israel”) was the 
forefather of the Jewish nation and thus, the forefather of 
Jesus Christ. Ultimate blessing would come to all nations 
through Jesus.   

c. The land was a symbol of the abundant life Jesus offers: The 
land God promised Abram and his descendants was Canaan. 
The “Promised Land” was “a good and spacious land, a land 
flowing with milk and honey” (Exodus 3:8). It represents the 
abundant life God offers those who find salvation in Jesus.  

ii. Isaac: After Isaac, the son through whom “blessing” was to come, was 
born in Abraham’s old age, God tested Abraham, telling him to sacrifice 
his “only son… whom [he] love[d]” (Genesis 22:2). In anguish, Abraham 
obeyed, right up to the moment of plunging a knife into Isaac. When it 
was clear Abraham had passed the test, God intervened, stopping 
Abraham and providing a ram in Isaac’s place. Surely such a story would 
have been told and retold by Isaac’s descendants, giving them an 
opportunity to ponder its deeper meaning. The horrifying story 
foreshadows God’s plan to put His “only beloved Son” (John 3:16) to 
death as a sacrifice. It is a picture of God’s plan of salvation. Isaac 
illustrated the role of Jesus in that plan.    

iii. Jacob 
1. Isaac’s twin sons Jacob and Esau had a stormy relationship, 

ultimately resulting in Jacob’s flight to the distant home of 
relatives. Alone and uncertain what lay ahead, Jacob had a dream. 
In it, angels ascended and descended a ladder between heaven and 
earth. The Lord appeared to him, promising him the patriarchal 
blessing. He also promised to bring Jacob back to Canaan and not 
to leave him. The ladder in Jacob’s dream is a “type” of Christ, the 
mediator between God and mankind. God planned to bridge the gap 
between Himself and human beings by sending His Messiah Jesus, 
Jacob’s descendant. 

2. On Jacob’s return journey back to Canaan, he physically wrestled 
in the middle of the night with a man whom he later recognized as 
God (Genesis 32:22-30, Hosea 12:3-4)! This is just one of several 
occasions in which a patriarch of Israel seems to have encountered 
Jesus in a Christophany.  
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iv. Joseph 

1. Two of Jacob’s twelve sons dominate the remaining chapters of 
Genesis. One of these is Judah, through whom Christ physically 
descended. However, many more chapters are devoted to the life of 
Joseph. Joseph is a literary “type” of Christ: he was rejected and 
betrayed by his brothers, who sold him into slavery in Egypt. 
Joseph suffered physically, emotionally, and spiritually, but in the 
end, God exalted him to the highest position under Pharaoh in 
Egypt. Joseph’s suffering and exaltation are pictures of the work of 
Jesus Christ.  

2. Eventually, Joseph rescued all of his brothers and their families 
from a severe famine by giving them land and provisions in Egypt. 
The Book of Genesis ends with the twelve sons of Israel and their 
families living in Egypt, outside the Promised Land. At some point, 
Joseph and his family were no longer honored by Pharaoh and 
began to be mistreated. But as it turned out, this too was used by 
God to highlight His greater plan of salvation and the work of 
Christ.  
 

B. Moses: Exodus – Deuteronomy: Jews consider Moses the most important man 
in their history. God used him to deliver Israel from Egypt after 400 years of 
bondage. In addition, Moses recorded the first five books of the Bible. These 
books contain the legal, moral, and ceremonial laws by which Israel was to be 
governed and very specific plans for constructing a Tabernacle (the place where 
God symbolically dwelt among His people). God used Israel’s deliverance from 
Egypt, the Law of Moses, and the furnishings and work of the Tabernacle to 
teach Israel and the nations around them about His character, His plan of 
salvation, and the Mediator through whom His plan would be carried out, Jesus.  

i. Jesus and the Exodus  
1. Passover: God sent a series of plagues upon Egypt just prior to 

Israel’s deliverance. The final plague involved the death of every 
firstborn in the land. At God’s instruction, the Israelites averted the 
plague by slaughtering a lamb and putting its blood on the doorpost 
of their homes. As the Lord went through the land, claiming the 
lives of the Egyptian firstborns, He passed over the homes marked 
by the blood of the lamb. The Israelites had to put their faith in the 
blood of the lamb for salvation, just as people of all time have had 
to put their faith in God’s Messiah in order to be “passed over” by 
God in judgment resulting in eternal condemnation. The Passover 
was meant to drive home the principle of substitutionary death and 
foreshadow the work of Jesus, the Lamb of God, who died for our 
sins in our place.  
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2. Red Sea Crossing: In the Israelites’ flight from Egypt, they 

became trapped between the Egyptian army and the Red Sea. God 
miraculously drove back the waters so that Israel crossed on dry 
land, then released the waters so that the Egyptians drowned. Egypt 
is a symbol of our lives of sin and sin’s enslavement. In Jesus, God 
“parted the waters,” making possible our miraculous deliverance 
from bondage to sin. 

ii. Jesus and the Law: Soon after Israel left Egypt, God gave them His Law. 
However, the Israelites soon discovered that its moral demands were too 
hard to keep and the penalty was steep. The Law was good in that it 
served as guide for righteous attitudes and behavior. But even more 
importantly, it impressed upon them the need for a Savior. The world 
needed a Savior who would live the righteous life we cannot live and pay 
the penalty we owe. Galatians 3:24 explains that the Law was put in 
charge to lead us to Christ.  

iii. Jesus and the Tabernacle 
1. According to the Book of Hebrews, the Tabernacle (and the later 

Temple) was a symbol of Heaven (Hebrews 9:11). God resided 
symbolically in the inner Most Holy Place and the furnishings of 
the Temple depicted different aspects of the person and work of the 
coming Messiah. For example: the lampstands reflected Jesus’ role 
as the “Light of the World” (John 8:12), the Bread of Presence 
indicated that He would be the “Bread of Life” (John 6:35), the 
curtain that separated the priests from God’s presence represented 
Jesus’ body, which was torn open at His death. The altars 
represented the Cross, on which Jesus would be sacrificed.  

2. System of Sacrifices: The animal sacrifices performed at the 
Tabernacle (and Temple) anticipated the more perfect sacrifice of 
Jesus. The animals died in the place of the sinner as Jesus died as 
our substitute.  

3. The Work of the Priest: The priests were mediators between the 
holy God and sinful people. Once a year, the high priest was able, 
by animal sacrifice, to safely transgress the curtain that partitioned 
the Most Holy Place where God’s presence symbolically dwelt 
from the remainder of the Tabernacle. This annual event occurred 
on the Day of Atonement. When Jesus became our Great High 
Priest, entering Heaven by means of His own blood, He made final 
atonement for us. He is now the only intercessor we need.  
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C. Joshua though Samuel 

i. Joshua 
1. After Moses’ death, God raise up Joshua to lead Israel into Canaan. 

The name “Joshua” means “Yahweh saves” (or “delivers”) and it 
appears in the Old Greek traditions (Septuagint) in the same form 
the New Testament uses for the name “Jesus.”  

2. To enter the Promised Land, the Israelites first had to cross the 
Jordan River. The waters did not part until the priests stepped by 
faith into the river. Israel’s crossing of the Jordan depicts the 
believer’s faith and obedience in laying hold of the promises of 
God.  

i. Boaz, the Kinsman-Redeemer: After the generation of Israelites that 
entered Canaan died, God’s people fell into idolatry. For several hundred 
years, even some of the judges God appointed over His people were 
marked by pagan influences. However, the Bible gives a beautiful 
description of one little family who remained faithful during these dark 
days, the family of Naomi. Naomi’s relative Boaz purchased the widowed 
Ruth out of a destitute life. In so doing, he became her “kinsman-
redeemer.” Boaz is a type of Christ, who purchased us out of our 
impoverished way of life and took us to be His bride.  

ii. Samuel: Samuel was Israel’s last judge, because Israel then asked for 
kings to be appointed over them. David, the great-grandson of Ruth and 
Boaz was Israel’s premiere king.  
 

D. David: David was a type of Christ and also Jesus’ forefather. 
i. Ancestor of Messiah: God promised that He would permanently establish 

David’s dynasty (his “house” [2 Samuel 7:11-13]) so that it would last 
“forever” (2 Samuel 7:16). The genealogies of the Bible carefully trace 
Jesus’ ancestry to David. Revelation 22:16 calls Jesus, “the Root and the 
Offspring of David.”  

ii. David the Shepherd: Before becoming king, David had been a simple 
shepherd. Although he was an imperfect leader, he shepherded God’s 
people as a spiritual leader while he was king. The coming Messiah was 
prophesied to also be a good shepherd (Ezekiel 34:23). Jesus claimed to 
be that Good Shepherd (John 10:11).  

iii. David the King: As we have learned in our study of the Gospels, the Jews 
were looking for a Messiah who would sit on David’s throne as a political 
ruler. Under David’s reign and that of his son Solomon, Israel reached the 
pinnacle of her prosperity and influence. But Jesus came to inaugurate a 
much greater Kingdom, a spiritual one that would never end (Luke 1:33, 
Revelation 11:15).  
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E. The Prophets, the Exile, and the Restoration 

i. Israel’s Decline and the Prophetic Office: Over the several hundred years 
following the time of David, the northern Kingdom of Israel and the 
southern Kingdom of Judah became increasingly wicked. The political 
trouble was merely a symptom of spiritual decline. God raised up 
prophets to warn the kings and the people and call them back to pure 
worship. The prophets urged repentance and pointed to Messiah as 
Israel’s ultimate hope. Within their writings, we find details about Jesus’ 
life, death, and resurrection. For example, Isaiah 53 portrays Messiah as a 
“man of sorrows, familiar with suffering” (verse 3) and “stricken by God” 
(verse 4). It says He would be “pierced for our transgressions” and that 
His punishment would bring us peace (verse 5). It even indicates that after 
Jesus suffered, He would again see the light of life (verse 11). Isaiah also 
spoke of Messiah as the “Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace,” whose government would have no end (9:7). But 
the Israelites and their leaders ignored the prophets and continued 
worshipping idols rather than putting their hope in God and His Messiah.  

ii. Israel’s Hope in Exile: Eventually, God punished His people by sending 
them into exile. Throughout this period, the prophets continued to speak. 
Daniel had a vision that culminated with a “Son of Man, coming with the 
clouds of Heaven, and being given authority, glory, and sovereign 
power.” All nations worshipped Him and His Kingdom would never be 
destroyed (Daniel 7:13-14).   

iii. The Restoration and Israel’s Hope: Eventually, a remnant of Jews 
returned to their homeland, but they remained under foreign domination. 
Furthermore, the new Temple they built paled in comparison to the glory 
of the former Temple. They were discouraged. The prophets Haggai, 
Zechariah, and Malachi promised a day when things would be different, a 
day when glory would return to the land, a day when what all nations 
desired would come (Haggai 2:7), a day when God would “remove the sin 
of this land in a single day” through His Servant Messiah (Zechariah 3:8-
9).  

 
Summary Statement: In the beginning of the story of the Bible, man’s problem and God’s 
plan to remedy that problem are revealed. In the middle part of the story, the need for a 
Deliverer is fully substantiated. Even God’s own people, who had His Law, His promises, 
and many illustrations of the coming Messiah’s person and work were incapable of 
remaining faithful to Him. The middle part of the story also shows the person and work of 
God’s Messiah revealed in pictures and prophecies. As the prophets declared, He was the 
world’s only hope. 
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Principle: Hundreds of years of history have substantiated our inability to save ourselves 
and that Jesus is our only hope.  
 
In the Old Testament, the prophets foretold a hope, a Messiah, and called all people to put 
their trust in Him. Isaiah said that in His name, the nations would put their hope (Isaiah 42:4, 
Matthew 12:21). Today, people everywhere are deeply distressed and disappointed. The 
world is looking for hope. The good news of the Bible is that Jesus is that hope. He is the 
“hope of the ends of the earth” (Psalm 65:5).  
 
Application: Perhaps some of you are in a situation that is as complex as a tightly knotted 
chain. The possibility of untangling it may appear impossible to you. But Jesus is able to 
untangle the messes of our lives. He is our Living Hope (1 Peter 1:3).  
 
Perhaps your sense of hope has recently been diminished by physical illness. Our minds, 
spirits, and bodies are all integrated. When we are not physically well, our spirits often fade. 
The good news of the Bible is that our hope is not grounded in our feelings or in 
circumstances but in a Person, Jesus Christ. We and our world are in constant flux, but Jesus 
remains unchanged (Hebrews 1:17). Is it possible that you have put an unrealistic amount of 
confidence in your health or in some person in your life other than Jesus? We are all fallen 
creatures. Only Jesus offers true hope.  
 
Paul wrote, “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in Him, so that 
you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13).  
 
Transition: In the beginning of the story of the Bible, we find that Jesus is the answer to 
mankind’s greatest problem. In the middle of the story, God’s chosen people substantiate our 
sin problem by their inability to consistently keep His Law. Although the Messiah has not yet 
appeared, His person and work are illustrated and God’s people are told that He is their hope. 
The New Testament tells the end of the story. In it, we find Jesus fully revealed as God’s 
Messiah and the Savior of mankind. Jesus’ first advent marked the beginning of the “last 
days” of human history (Hebrews 1:2).  
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III. The End of the Story: Jesus is the Savior (New Testament)  

A. Gospels: A major theme of the Gospels is the emphasis on the fact that Jesus 
fulfilled Old Testament Messianic prophecies.  

i. Jesus’ Birth 
1. Genealogies: In Genesis 3:15, God said that the seed of the woman 

would crush the head of her enemy. In recognition and anticipation 
of this event, careful genealogies were maintained and recorded by 
Abraham’s descendants. Matthew begins with a genealogy and 
Luke also includes one near the beginning of his work (Luke 3). 
The purpose of the Gospel genealogies is to prove that Jesus Christ 
is the offspring of the woman promised in Genesis and the person 
the Old Testament genealogies anticipated.  

2. Circumstances of His Birth: Jesus was born of a virgin (as indicated 
in Isaiah 7:14) in Bethlehem (just as Micah 5:2 foretold). He and 
His family were protected from Herod’s maniacal massacre of the 
babies of Bethlehem (prophesied in Jeremiah 31:15) by fleeing to 
Egypt (in fulfillment of Hosea 11:1). Even prior to Jesus’ birth, 
prophecies about Him began to be fulfilled. Zachariah was told that 
his son, John the Baptist, would be the forerunner of the Messiah, 
just as Malachi 4:6 prophesied.  

ii. Jesus’ Ministry: Jesus’ ministry began in Galilee (indicated in Isaiah 9:1). 
No other prophet fulfilled the specific messianic works of opening the 
eyes of the blind and the ears of the deaf, loosening mute tongues, and 
causing the lame to walk (Isaiah 35:5-6).  

iii. Jesus’ Death and Resurrection 
1. Jesus rode on a donkey into Jerusalem in triumph (just as Zechariah 

9:9 foretold). 
2. Old Testament prophecies concerning Jesus’ suffering were 

fulfilled in His first advent. Jesus suffered during His life, but 
especially in His death. Psalm 22 describes His death with amazing 
accuracy.  

3. Jesus rose from the grave (as Psalm 16:10 indicated) and ascended 
to His Father in Heaven (just as Psalm 110 claimed He would).   

4. What are we to do with the Old Testament prophecies concerning 
Messiah’s glorious reign? In a spiritual sense, they have been and 
are being fulfilled, since Jesus currently reigns in Heaven. But in 
Jesus’ Olivet Discourse (Matthew 24), He explained that such 
prophecies would be fulfilled in a more literal way at His second 
advent. Thus, all Old Testament Messianic prophecies are fulfilled 
in Jesus, those of His suffering and also those of His glorious reign.  
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iv. Summary: These are only a small, representative fraction of the many 

prophecies (some general and some very specific) that were fulfilled in 
Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. For any individual to consciously 
attempt to orchestrate the fulfillment of the hundreds of Old Testament 
Messianic illustrations and prophecies would be impossible. One scholar 
summarizes the point for us:  

The Bible is the only religious document in existence that presents 
an enormous number of prophecies that validate its historical 
claims. Of the over two thousand prophecies in the Bible, several 
hundred of them apply specifically to events in the life of Jesus… 
These prophecies touch all areas of Jesus’ life, and they were 
uttered centuries before His birth. All attempts to debunk these 
fulfilled Old Testament prophecies have failed. Even when critics 
have rejected the traditional 450 B.C. date for the completion of the 
Old Testament, they have never been able to get around the fact 
that the Greek Septuagint, a translation of the Hebrew Scriptures, 
was completed around 250 B.C., proving that the prophecies about 
Jesus could not have been written after the events they foretell. i 

 
B. Acts of the Apostles: Acts – Revelation  

i. Church History: The books of Acts through Revelation are covered in the 
Acts 1 and Acts 2 GOD of the WORD studies. These New Testament 
books tell about the spread of Christianity after Jesus’ ascension and its 
acceptance by Gentiles (foretold in Isaiah 42:1-6 and 49:6, 22).  

ii. Theology: These New Testament books also explain the meaning of 
Christ’s life, death, resurrection, and ascension, the circumstances of His 
return, and the glories of His eternal reign.  

 
Summary Statement: All the teachings of the New Testament can be summed up in the 
simple statement, “Jesus is the Promised Messiah and the Savior of all who receive Him.” 
When Jesus comes again, the world will finally recognize and acknowledge Him. 
 
Principle: The good news of the New Testament is that Jesus is Messiah and our perfectly 
qualified Savior.  
 
The New Testament does more than merely trace genealogies to prove that Jesus is the 
promised Messiah by descent. It also proves His qualification as our Savior. Jesus was fully 
human and fully divine. As such, He was uniquely qualified to be our Savior.  
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As a result of the Holy Spirit’s power upon Mary at Jesus’ conception, Jesus was not born 
with a sin nature. We see evidence of this in the angel Gabriel’s announcement to Mary: 
“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 
therefore, the child to be born will be called holy, the Son of God” (Luke 1:35). Because God 
was Jesus’ Father, Jesus was “holy” from the moment He was conceived. Only a holy 
individual could have lived the righteous life we cannot live and paid the penalty for our sin. 
Had He not been fully Divine, He could not have borne the full penalty for all the sins of all 
those who would believe in Him, nor would salvation have been “from the Lord” (Jonah 2:9). 
All the Scriptures affirm the inability of humanity to save itself. Only God Himself could 
save us. Furthermore, if Jesus had not been Divine, He could not have revealed the Father to 
us or brought us back to God. Jesus’ divinity qualified Him as our Savior.  
 
But Jesus was also fully human. He had a human body, a human mind (Luke 2:52), a human 
soul and human emotions (John 13:21). He was tempted in every way as we are (Hebrews 
4:15). His humanness qualifies Him to be our representative, substitute, mediator, and 
example. As fully man and fully God, Jesus alone is qualified to be our Savior.  
 

Conclusion 
 
The Bible begins by telling of our sin problem and that Messiah is the answer. The middle of 
the story proves our inability to fix our sin problem and promises that Messiah is our Hope. 
The conclusion of the story reveals Jesus as Messiah and Savior of the world.  
 
Despite the growing number of people in the world who claim to be atheists, based on a 
supposed lack of scientific evidence, interest in comic book superheroes and paranormal 
powers has recently surged in the western world. The eastern world has long been held 
captive by interest in superstition and mysticism. What can we conclude? Inwardly, people 
are still searching. They hunger for something they can’t identify. Something is missing in 
their lives. They are looking for answers, for hope, for salvation.  
 
So we conclude our study of the Gospels with this reminder of makes the story of the Bible 
“good news”:  Jesus is our perfectly qualified Savior, the wisdom of God, and the hope of 
mankind.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
	
																																																								
i	Story,	D.	(1997).	Defending	Your	Faith	(46–47).	Grand	Rapids,	MI:	Kregel	Publications.	


