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Gospels: Lesson Three,  
Jesus’ Public Ministry 

Matthew 8-9, Luke 4-5, John 2-4 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Introduction 
How often would you say that you experience loneliness? Do you happen to feel lonelier than 
you did ten or more years ago? The technological boom of the 21st century has made life far 
more convenient, but it has also made life much more impersonal. What used to be 
communicated in person, even important information, is often relayed by “text,” “chat,” or 
“post.” We are relational creatures and studies tell us that our relationships are sufferingi.  
 
It has been said that only two things are lasting: the word of God and people. The previous 
lesson on the Sermon on the Mount exemplified the teaching ministry of Jesus. In it, we 
learned the great value Jesus placed on the word of God (Matthew 5:17-19). Not the least 
stroke of a pen or the smallest letter contained in it will remain unfulfilled. In this lesson, we 
take a broad look at Jesus’ early public ministry, His interaction with people.  
 
When the word “ministry” is used in the New Testament with regard to Christ, it is used in 
two ways. First, it refers to His priestly role of intercession (Hebrews 7:25, 8:6). Second, it 
refers to His service to others. The New Testament word diakonein suggests something like 
waiting on tables. Jesus said of Himself, “The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to 
serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many” (Matthew 20:28). It is this second sense that 
is primarily in view when we examine Christ’s early public life. Yes, He served others by 
teaching the word of God and proclaiming the good news. But He also had very tender, 
loving, personal interaction with them.  
 
Arriving at an exact order of the events of Jesus’ ministry is difficult. The Gospel writers 
were more concerned about conveying their message than about chronology. Nevertheless, 
taking all the material of the four Gospels together, we can conclude that Jesus spent the 
greater portion of His ministry in Galilee, while making several trips to Jerusalem, and that 
the early part of His ministry was largely to the masses (the “crowd” [Matthew 7:28; 9:8, 33; 
9:35-38]). The word “crowd” is used over 120 times in the Gospels, 40 times in Matthew 
alone. Jesus’ ministry was not ideological; it was very personal. 
 
 
 

Subject: Jesus demonstrated His love through conversations and healings in His early public ministry. 
Main Idea: Jesus’ ministry, past and present, is a very personal one. 

Principles: 
1. Jesus came to offer us Himself. 
2. Jesus is willing to enter into the worst of life along with us. 
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I. A Ministry to the Searching – Luke 4:14 – 5:11, John 2-4 

A. Early Responses to Jesus and His Ministry – Luke 4:14-5:11: In the inaugural 
year of Jesus’ ministry, He was very popular for the most part, especially with 
the public. As His ministry progressed, opposition grew. Lesson 5 will focus 
entirely on opposition and other responses to Jesus’ ministry. Here, we only 
introduce the subject, as did the gospel writers, to show that even at the early 
stages, the Jewish religious community found Jesus offensive and so did His 
hometown.  

i. Jesus’ Rejection at Nazareth – Luke 4:14-29 
1. Jesus’ Message at the Synagogue: Shortly after Jesus’ baptism and 

temptations, He returned to His hometown of Nazareth. 
Customarily, a Jewish man would be asked by the synagogue ruler 
to stand and read from the Scriptures. The teacher then sat to 
explain the portion that had been read. Jesus read Isaiah 61:1-2, a 
Messianic passage that foretold the year of the Lord’s favor, a time 
when His anointed Messiah would proclaim good news to the poor, 
proclaim freedom from oppression, and heal the blind. Then, He 
declared that the prophecy was fulfilled that day in their hearing. 
The implication was clear: Jesus was claiming to be the Messiah! 

2. The Response of His Hometown: Initially, the people were 
fascinated and amazed at His words. Shortly thereafter, they began 
to question His authority to make such a claim. They had known 
Him as a boy growing up. How could their hometown carpenter 
possibly be the great Messiah, the Son of David? Sensing their 
opposition, Jesus reminded them of two stories from the Old 
Testament that bore evidence of Israel’s history of unbelief at times 
when individual Gentiles showed faith. Jesus’ hometown was so 
offended by Jesus’ suggestion that God could ever favor a Gentile 
above a Jew that they attempted to kill Him. However, He 
miraculously escaped, walking right through the crowd. 
Throughout His ministry, whenever Jesus spoke of Gentiles 
participating in God’s kingdom, the Jews were infuriated.  

ii. Jesus’ Healings in and around Capernaum – Luke 4:31-44 Matthew 4:13 
indicates that Jesus left Nazareth for Capernaum. From Luke, we discover 
that the incident in Nazareth was the precipitating factor for His departure. 
Capernaum became the center from which Jesus taught and worked. 
Apparently, Peter lived there (8:14) and his home may have become a 
kind of home away from home for Jesus. Unlike the response in Jesus’ 
hometown, the authority in His teaching and the power with which He 
performed miracles amazed the people of Capernaum (Luke 4:32, 36). His 
ministry, past and present, demands a response from everyone who 
encounters Him.  
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iii. Jesus’ Call of His First Disciples – Luke 5:1-11: The calling of Jesus’ 

disciples was introduced earlier in Matthew’s gospel. Luke tells of Jesus’ 
authoritative call of discipleship to Simon Peter, Peter’s brother Andrew 
(implied in 5:9), and Peter’s fishing partners James and John. This seems 
to be at least the third time Jesus had contact with these men. Previously, 
Andrew had met Jesus in Judea and introduced Peter to Jesus (John 1:41-
42). Later, Jesus called the same four to follow Him when He encountered 
them (but not all together) working alongside the Sea of Galilee (Matthew 
4:18-22, Mark 1:16-20). Apparently they had followed Jesus on a part-
time basis until He called them on this third occasion. This time, Jesus 
used Peter’s boat as a platform from which to preach to a large crowd. 
Afterward, Jesus told Peter (an experienced fisherman) where he could 
find a large catch of fish. Peter and the others brought in such a large 
catch that their nets began to break. The miracle evoked two responses: 
the men’s amazement at the large catch and Peter’s awareness of his 
sinfulness before Jesus (Luke 5:8). Jesus called them from that time 
forward to the full-time venture of fishing for men.  

 
B. The Sign of Water Turned to Wine – John 2:1-12 

i. The Setting: John 2 begins with Jesus, His mother, and His disciples in 
attendance at a wedding in Cana in Galilee. Wedding celebrations 
sometimes lasted as long as seven days in that culture. The young couple 
and their families were responsible for providing adequate food and drink. 
Jesus’ mother Mary may have been responsible for ensuring the supplies 
were set out. When the wine ran out prematurely, she was concerned for 
the couple’s embarrassment and approached Jesus for help.  

ii. Jesus’ Response to His Mother 
1. Jesus addressed his mother by calling her “woman.” Although this 

may seem impersonal and offensive to the modern reader, we must 
be careful not to read the Bible with our cultural biases. At that 
time, a man would typically address his mother in such a manner 
outside the home.  

2. Jesus asked Mary, “Why do you involve me?” Again, to our ears 
this may sound impertinent. In truth, Jesus was lovingly setting a 
parameter with regard to their relationship. His public ministry had 
just begun, and it was important for Mary to realize that, while she 
may have had influence on Jesus in the home, it was His Father, not 
she, who would direct His public ministry.ii Since Jesus went on to 
do as she asked, the provision was surely His Father’s will. 
Nevertheless, since Jesus was eventually headed to the Cross, it 
was time for Mary to release her Son into His Father’s hands.  
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3. Jesus told Mary His time had not yet come. On another occasion, 

He said the same thing to His brothers (John 7:6). Perhaps He was 
referring to the Cross, the time John refers to as His “hour” (12:23, 
27), but it is also possible that the time Mary and Jesus’ brothers 
had in mind (and to which Jesus referred) is the day in the future 
when He will be publicly acknowledged as King of kings. As we 
have learned, the Jews had no concept of Messianic prophecies 
having hundreds or even thousands of years between their 
fulfillments. Even after Jesus’ ascension, first century Christians 
seem to have expected Him to return and reign on earth within their 
lifetimes.  

iii. Water to Wine 
1. Jesus miraculously took ordinary water and changed it into wine of 

exquisite quality. Some people have objected, insisting that He 
actually changed the water into juice or some other non-alcoholic 
beverage, on the basis of Paul’s injunction against drunkenness 
(Galatians 5:21, Ephesians 5:18). This claim simply cannot be 
substantiated. The Bible does not prohibit the drinking of wine. 
Nevertheless, alcohol is easily abused and drunkenness is sin. 
Christians are to guard against the appearance of evil (1 
Thessalonians 5:22) and give up our rights out of love for others 
who may stumble by following our example (Romans 14).  

2. As previously mentioned, John’s long life gave him many years to 
ponder the deeper meaning of Jesus’ words and actions. As an 
example of this, he refers to Jesus’ miracles as “signs” in his 
gospel, emphasizing that each had underlying spiritual significance. 
John said that Jesus’ miracle at Cana was the first of the signs 
through which He revealed His glory (John 2:11). Each “sign” 
revealed something about who Jesus is and what He came to do. 
Here we see the glory of God in Jesus, sent to transform our old, 
flavorless, colorless lives into rich and extraordinary ones. Oil and 
wine are two symbols of gladness in Scripture. Jesus is joy! 
 

C. Cleansing of the Temple – John 2:13-23 
i. Abuse of the Sacrificial System: Passover was one of three religious 

feasts for which the Mosaic Law mandated attendance for all Jewish men 
(Deuteronomy 16:16).  For many who traveled a great distance, taking 
along animals for sacrifices was impractical. For this reason, the religious 
leader’s offered these animals for sale on the Temple grounds. However, 
the cost of exchanging foreign currency and buying the animals was 
inflated. Thus, the Law’s regulations concerning sacrifices were abused in 
a moneymaking venture.  
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ii. Jesus’ Authority Questioned: Jesus cleared the Temple of these animals 

and the moneychangers out of zeal for true, undefiled worship. The 
incensed Jews asked by what authority He took such action. His brilliant 
response was that His ability to resurrect the Temple of own body from 
the dead after three days would be proof of His authority. However, the 
Jews did not understand that He was speaking of His body. They assumed 
He referred to the Temple itself. At Herod’s initiative, it had been 
enlarged and embellished over the past forty-six years. How was it 
possible that Jesus could destroy and rebuild it in three days? According 
to John, even Jesus’ disciples did not understand the significance of His 
words until after His resurrection. 

iii. One or More Temple Cleansings: Matthew relates a cleansing of the 
Temple that occurred during the Passover week of Jesus’ crucifixion 
(21:12-13). Perhaps John was referring to same event, but it is also 
possible that Jesus did this on more than one occasion. His ministry was 
one of transformation, and cleansing is the first step. He is our Cleanser. 

 
D. Belief in Jesus – John 2:23-25: John inserts a word of commentary after the 

Temple cleansing, saying that Jesus performed many signs during the Passover 
Festival and many “believed” in Him. However, Jesus knew the fickleness of the 
human heart and did not believe their belief.iii The New Testament is abundantly 
clear that not all “belief” equates to saving faith. 
 

E. Two Personal Conversations – John 3-4 
i. Nicodemus 

1. The Jewish Ruling Council: The Sanhedrin was the 71-member 
council of Jewish elders, led by the high priest, which was vested 
by Rome with legislative and judicial authority over the province of 
Judea. Outside Judea, Jews recognized the Sanhedrin’s authority in 
religious matters only. Nicodemus was more than just a Pharisee. 
He was also a member of this elite, powerful council. He 
approached Jesus under the cloak of night, sincere but confused. 
Jesus’ miracles certainly authenticated Him as from God. 
Nicodemus apparently wanted to know more. 

2. New Birth: Jesus went straight to the heart of Nicodemus’ need, 
telling him that he needed to be “born again” (the same Greek 
phrase can also mean “born from above”). Nicodemus asked how 
rebirth was possible. He obviously had physical rebirth in mind. 
Jesus’ answer was that, to enter the kingdom of God, one had to be 
born of water and the Spirit. Bible scholars have interpreted this 
phrase “born of water and the Spirit” in several different ways. 
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a. Water: Jews did not typically think of water as a metaphor 

for physical birth (at least not until centuries later),iv so it is 
unlikely that Jesus used the word “water” to mean physical 
birth and “spirit” to mean spiritual birth. Some have 
suggested that “water” refers to baptism. Jesus possibly 
could have been referring to John’s baptism, but He would 
hardly have spoken to Nicodemus of Christian baptism, since 
it was yet unknown. It seems most likely that “water” refers 
to cleansing from sins.  

b. Spirit: It is impossible to know whether, in using the word 
“Spirit” (capitalized in some translations), Jesus meant the 
Holy Spirit or merely one’s inner life (spirit). However, 
spiritual renewal relates to our inner life and is also a work of 
the Holy Spirit, so it really does not matter.  

c. Thus, Jesus taught Nicodemus that cleansing and spiritual 
renewal are the essential elements of salvation. Both are 
found in Him (Ezekiel 36:25-27, Titus 3:5). Nicodemus was 
looking for answers, but what He really needed was a 
personal relationship with Jesus! 

3. The Wind: Next, Jesus spoke to Nicodemus of the wind. He was 
using the fact that “wind” and “spirit” are one and the same word in 
Greek to teach Nicodemus about the nature of salvation. The work 
of the wind and the work of the Spirit (spiritual renewal) are both 
invisible and mysterious. Yet the existence and results of both are 
undeniable. Nicodemus, like the other Pharisees, had thought Law 
keeping would save him. He expected to be able to do something to 
gain salvation. Jesus was pointing out that salvation is a secret 
inner work of God. Its results are outwardly visible, but the 
essential transformation is of the heart is invisible.    

4. Jesus’ Identity and Work  
a. Came Down: Jesus then gave Nicodemus an advanced lesson 

in Christology. He said that He, the Son of Man, had 
descended from heaven into human history (3:13). That God 
became human (“became flesh”) was a fact John clearly 
came to understand (John 1:1-14), but at the time Jesus made 
this statement to Nicodemus, it would have been an entirely 
new revelation about the Messiah.  

b. Raised Up: Jesus reminded Nicodemus of an Old Testament 
image that would have been familiar: the snake Moses had 
lifted up in the desert as a cure for the Israelites’ punishment 
for disobedience. Looking upon the snake brought an end to 
the Israelites’ punishment (Numbers 21:4-9).  
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In the same way that the snake was lifted up on a pole, Jesus 
said that He would be lifted up on a Cross because of our 
sins. Those who looked at the snake in faith had not died and 
those who would look to Jesus in faith also would not die 
(spiritually). Jesus was telling Nicodemus that He must put 
His faith in Him as God’s Messiah in order to enter the 
kingdom of God. Jesus was the way to eternal life. 

c. To Save:1 For the Jews, judgment on their enemies was an 
important work of the Messiah. They assumed the judgment 
would involve a political coup, allowing the Messiah to 
restore Israel’s glorious kingdom. However, Jesus came first 
to save. Judgment would not occur until His second coming 
(Acts 17:31, Revelation 19:15). Why did God send Jesus to 
save us? Because He so loved the world! 

d. To Divide: Finally, Jesus is the Light that came into the 
world. Evildoers avoid the light, since it exposes their sin. 
But sincere seekers of truth come into the light so the work 
of God may be seen. Nicodemus had been introduced to the 
person and work of Jesus. Now, he had to choose, as must 
we. Will we remain in darkness or come into the Light?  

5. Nicodemus’ Faith: Nicodemus must have made his choice and put 
his faith in Jesus. John later tells us that Nicodemus rebuked the 
Pharisees for not hearing what Jesus had to say before condemning 
him (7:43-51) and assisted Joseph of Arimathea in burying Jesus at 
great personal risk (19:38-40). It also seems unlikely that 
Nicodemus would have ever revealed the content of his private 
conversation with Jesus if he had not become His follower.  

6. Purpose of the Account: This story shows the confusion of the 
Jewish religious community about the role of faith in salvation. 
Trust in God’s Messiah required a completely new attitude toward 
God, a new “birth,” something that was far from the minds of the 
Pharisees. For them, trust was an issue that related to the Law, not 
to a person. Trust was demonstrated by strict observance of the 
Law. Jesus said that He was to be the object of Nicodemus’ trust. 
He wasn’t offering Nicodemus religion; He was offering him a 
relationship. He is the Light. He is the proof of God’s love. He is 
the One who would be lifted up for Nicodemus. Nicodemus was 
hungering and thirsting for God and God made Himself available to 
Nicodemus and to us in Jesus.  

 
																																																								
1	Translators are unsure whether verses 16 and following continue to be Jesus’ words to Nicodemus or whether they 
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ii. The Samaritan Woman 

1. The Woman’s Need: The Samaritan woman was spiritually 
“thirsty.” Underlying dissatisfaction and need kept her moving 
from one husband to the next. Almost certainly, this history left her 
an outcast in her village.  

2. Jesus’ Offer of Living Water:  
a. In Jesus’ day, Palestine was divided up into Roman 

provinces. The southernmost province, where Jerusalem was 
situated, was Judea. The northern province was Galilee. 
Between the two lay Samaria. Thus, the most direct route 
from Judea to Galilee was through Samaria. A religious Jew 
would have added length to their journey to circumvent the 
region, for they despised Samaritans. These people had been 
transplanted into the region after the Assyrians carried the 
Israelites into captivity. They had intermarried with the few 
remaining Israelites and come to loosely follow the Mosaic 
Law (2 Kings 17:27-34). As one example, they built their 
temple on Mount Gerizim, using Deuteronomy 27:4 to 
substantiate their claim that Moses had authorized it as the 
place of God’s dwelling (in the Samaritan Pentateuch, 
“Gerizim” is substituted for “Ebal”). For the Jews, the only 
authorized Temple was in Jerusalem on Mount Moriah.   

b. Jesus was not concerned about what traveling through 
Samaria would do to His reputation. He was far more 
concerned with the Samaritan people. He offered the 
Samaritan woman “living water” (4:10), saying that if she 
drank it, she would never thirst again. The woman tried to 
avoid discussion of her personal life until Jesus finally told 
her directly that He was the Messiah the Jews and Samaritans 
had long awaited. He is the Living Water! The Samaritan 
woman’s dissatisfaction was her thirst for a personal 
relationship with her Creator. Jesus offered her Living Water. 
He offered her Himself.  

3. The Result: Because of Jesus’ conversation with her, many 
Samaritans came to believe that Jesus was the Savior of the world 
(4:42). Before Jesus ascended to heaven, He told His followers to 
make disciples in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the ends of the 
earth. He loves people of every color, race, and nation and offers all 
of us a very personal relationship with Him. 

 
Summary Statement: Jesus came to transform our old lives into rich, new ones, and this 
transformation occurs by entering a personal relationship with Him, by faith. 
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Principle: Jesus came to offer us Himself.  
 
Application: All of us hunger and thirst for a relationship with our Creator. We were made 
in His image and inwardly, we long for intimacy with Him. This longing within us is so 
twisted and masked by our sin nature that even when we acknowledge it, we take it to be a 
longing for other things. In 1662, a defense of the Christian faith written by Blaise Pascal 
was published. In it, he wrote,  
 
What else does this craving, and this helplessness, proclaim but that there was once a man of 

true happiness, of which all that now remains is the empty print and trace? This he tries in 
vain to fill with everything around him, seeking in things that are not there the help he cannot 

find in those that are, though none can help, since this infinite abyss can be filled only with 
an infinite and immutable object; in other words by God Himself.v 

 
We can only enter a personal relationship with our Creator through Jesus Christ (John 14:6). 
There is no other way. You may say you have entered this personal relationship with God 
through Christ. Just exactly how personal is your relationship with Him? By “personal,” I do 
not mean private but intimate. Do you attempt to approach Him in prayer, Bible reading, and 
worship by means of some religious form or feeling or do you know Him in intimate 
friendship?  
 
Our relationship with Him suffers when we search within ourselves for Him instead of 
thinking of Him as He is, a real Person. Yes, His Spirit lives in every true believer. But still, 
He is a person, not something vague that resides in our thought life. For this reason, I often 
find that I enjoy my relationship with Jesus best in prayer when I talk aloud to Him. 
Sometimes, I kneel in front of a chair and envision Him seated in it. Sometimes, especially if 
I am sleepy, I pace the floor, talking aloud to the companion beside me. Do you ever talk 
aloud with Him as you read His word, affirming your trust, asking Him questions and for 
wisdom to understand and for insight into the specific ways He would have you apply its 
truths to your life? Speaking aloud doesn’t help Him. He knows our every thought. But it 
may help you, as it does me. 
 
Jesus offered Himself to Nicodemus and the woman at the well. Have you tried to press your 
religious thinking, forms, and methods onto your understanding of Christianity, or have you 
found that Christianity is Christ. It is a very personal relationship. 
   
Transition:  Next we turn to Matthew 8 and 9, where we find Jesus interacting with many 
different kinds of needy and hurting people.  
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II. A Ministry to the Hurting – Matthew 8 – 9 

A. Themes of Matthew 8 and 9  
i. Authority and Amazement: The Sermon on the Mount ends with 

Matthew’s comment that the crowds were amazed at Jesus’ teaching, 
because “He taught as one who had authority” (7:28). This statement 
introduces Matthew 8 and 9, where Jesus’ authority and the crowd’s 
amazement are repeatedly mentioned. Not only were Jesus’ words spoken 
with authority, His powerful miracles testified to His authority. Matthew 
now gives us twelve vignettes that illustrate this. Jesus’ miracles 
authenticated His message. 

ii. Compassion and Care: One key to understanding Matthew 8 and 9 is that 
in virtually all of the vignettes, Jesus willingly made contact with 
elements that would have ceremonially defiled Him by Jewish standards. 
Yet He never hesitated. His authority, inner serenity, and complete control 
are evident in each situation. Did He defile Himself simply to infuriate the 
religious leaders? Certainly not. He did it out of love and mercy. Matthew 
8 and 9 show Jesus’ personal concern for every hurting individual that He 
encountered. Matthew 9:36 says, “He had compassion on them, because 
they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.” 

 
B. Defilement and Miraculous Healings  

i. The Leper  
1. A Loving Touch: The social trauma of leprosy was as great or 

greater than the pain and disfigurement of the disease itself. 
Immediately upon diagnosis, a leper was banished from society. It 
was considered so contagious that no one would approach them. 
Yet when a leper dared to come to Jesus and ask for healing, Jesus 
reached out and touched the leper, even before healing him. Jesus 
wasn’t concerned with societal taboos. He wanted the man to 
experience emotional healing by being touched. He wanted the man 
to know he was loved. Jesus simply said, “I am willing. Be clean,” 
and the man was healed.  
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2. Silence Commanded: This is the first of several occasions in the 

Gospels where Jesus told someone to remain silent about what we 
would expect they should share. However, Roman and Jewish 
authorities alike were threatened by Jesus’ popularity. Living proof 
of His miracles was difficult to argue against. Most likely, the 
authorities looked for ways to discredit or silence those who had 
been healed, raised from the dead, or freed from demons (John 
9:13-34). Perhaps the man’s testimony would have endangered his 
own life, but no explanation is actually given. There may also be 
some simpler reason for Jesus’ command that is not clarified for us 
in the text. 

ii. The Gentile Soldier: A Roman centurion had leadership of at least 100 
soldiers. The Jews hated the Romans who ruled them. Nevertheless, as we 
learn from Luke’s account, the Roman centurion who approached Jesus 
had earned the Jews’ admiration for loyalty and generosity to Jewish 
interests (Luke 7:4-5). We also admire him for his kind concern for his 
slave and his unusual demonstration of faith. As a man with authority, he 
understood that his slave’s illness was subject to Jesus’ authority. He told 
Jesus that it was unnecessary for Him to actually come to where the slave 
lay. He believed that Jesus merely needed to give the command. Jesus 
remarked that He had not found such great faith in all Israel. Like this 
man, many other Gentiles would eventually come into the Kingdom of 
Heaven. Jesus healed the centurion’s slave from a distance, as he had 
asked. He can just as easily heal from heaven today! 

iii. Peter’s Mother-in-Law: Peter’s home in Capernaum was apparently Jesus’ 
home away from home. Jesus merely touched the hand of Peter’s feverish 
mother-in-law and the fever left her. 

iv. Demonized People: That evening, many ill and demon-possessed people 
were brought to Jesus and He healed them.  Craig Blomberg, professor of 
New Testament at Denver Seminary, explains: “Contrary to what many 
today believe, the ancient world regularly and carefully distinguished 
between afflictions ascribed to demons and other forms of illness. Demon 
possession was viewed as a unique situation in which an evil spirit 
actually took control of an individual, acting and speaking through that 
person in at least partial independence of his or her own volition and 
consciousness. Almost everyone in ancient societies believed in the reality 
of demon possession, and striking examples of it remain common enough 
today so as to be deniable only through severe naturalistic prejudice.”vi 
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v. The Raging Sea: The next miracle Matthew describes is Jesus’ calming 

of a storm. Here we have a special picture of Jesus’ inner peace. He slept 
on the rocking boat in the midst of the storm until the disciples awakened 
Him. Matthew says Jesus “rebuked the winds and the waves, and it was 
completely calm” (8:26). Could it have been a demon-inspired storm? His 
disciples were amazed and asked, “What kind of a man is this? Even the 
winds and the waves obey Him!” (8:27). What an amazing display of 
Jesus’ authority over nature! 

vi. Tombs, Pigs, and Demoniacs: Again, Jesus is pictured in a completely 
ritually unclean setting, among tombs, swine, and two violently demon-
possessed men. Knowing that Jesus is God’s appointed Judge, the demons 
cried out through the men, “Have you come here to torture us before the 
appointed time?” The demons were set upon destroying whomever or 
whatever they possessed. Jesus valued the lives of the men far more than 
the swine, so He sent the demons out of the men and into the swine. Why 
did Jesus send them into the swine at all? Why didn’t He destroy the 
demons then and there? The Bible does not tell us why God has delayed 
the punishment of Satan and His accomplices, but we can know that He 
will somehow gain more glory in the end (Romans 9:23-24). Sadly, the 
people of the town valued the pigs over the men, and since the pigs ran 
into the sea and drowned, they pleaded with Jesus to leave their region. 

vii. A Paralyzed Sinner: Beginning in Matthew 9, we begin to see the 
Pharisees’ growing resentment and rejection of Jesus. As already 
discussed, this theme is addressed in a future lesson. For now, our focus is 
on the demonstration of Jesus’ authority and His personal interaction with 
others in these miracles. In this story, Jesus first forgave the sins of a 
paralytic and then healed his body to prove His authority to forgive sin. 

viii. Tax Collectors and Sinners 
1. In the following vignette, we learn how the author of this gospel 

met Jesus. Matthew was working at his tax collection booth when 
Jesus approached and invited him to follow Him. Matthew hosted a 
dinner for Jesus and invited many tax collectors and sinners. Jewish 
tax collectors were employees of the hated Roman government and 
notorious extortionists. The Jews despised them. Furthermore, Jews 
would never enter the home of a Gentile or eat with known sinners. 
To eat with someone was a symbol of unity and fellowship. The 
Pharisees were unhappy about Jesus contaminating Himself by 
attending the feast. Jesus’ response was, “I have not come to call 
the righteous, but sinners.” His love for the otherwise unloved is 
very evident in the account.  
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2. John’s disciples, who must have also been at the dinner, asked 

why Jesus and His disciples did not fast as they did. Jesus answered 
first by equating fasting with mourning. He said that although a 
time of mourning lay ahead for His disciples (surely referring to the 
three days He would lay in the grave), presently they had Him with 
them and it was a time of celebration. Next, Jesus used two 
parables, one of an unshrunk cloth used to patch an old garment and 
the other of new wine poured into old wineskins. Jesus seems to 
have been comparing Pharisaic Judaism with His kingdom. The 
two could not be mixed. In other words, the standards of Judaism 
(the old garment or old wineskins) were inappropriate for judging 
the actions and motives of Jesus (the new cloth or new wine).  

ix. A Woman with Menstrual Hemorrhaging: En route to the home of Jairus, 
the synagogue leader (Luke 8:41), Jesus encountered a woman who had 
been bleeding for twelve years. This woman would have been ostracized 
throughout that time, for the Jews had an abundance of laws regulating 
contact with menstrual blood. The woman came up behind Jesus, touched 
the edge of His cloak, and was immediately healed.   

x. A Dead Girl: Jairus’ ill daughter had died, but he believed Jesus could 
restore her to life. Jesus took the girl by the hand and raised her from the 
dead. Those present, including her parents and Jesus’ disciples, were 
utterly amazed (Mark 5:42, Luke 8:56). According to Mark (5:42) and 
Luke (9:56), Jesus forbade the parents from sharing the news. Again, no 
explanation is given. In addition to the personal risk to the raised girl and 
her family, Jesus would not have wanted His growing fame to force His 
arrest and crucifixion prior to the “hour” (Matthew 26:45, John 12:23, 27) 
set by His Father. Nevertheless, Matthew tells us that news spread 
throughout the region (9:26).  

xi. More Demons: Finally, Matthew tells of two blind men who were healed 
and warned not to tell anyone. Following this, Jesus healed a man who 
was demonized and mute. When Jesus drove out the demon, the man 
spoke. Again, the crowd was amazed (9:33).  

xii. “Every Disease and Sickness:” Matthew concludes that Jesus went 
through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, 
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and 
sickness. It is important to note two elements in the healings in these 
chapters. First, those healed had faith that Jesus could heal them. Second, 
Jesus was willing (8:2-3). Jesus often heals today, but not always. We 
should not conclude that those who remain ill lack faith. That may be the 
case, but not necessarily. Healing is always subject to God’s will. Paul 
pleaded with God three times for healing and was denied.  
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He learned that “God’s grace is sufficient and His power is made 
perfect in our weakness” (2 Corinthians 12:8-9). We cannot expect to 
avoid all suffering in this life (John 16:33). Sometimes, Jesus heals and 
we live. Other times, death is the gateway to our healing.  

 
Summary Statement: To the skeptical, Jesus’ miracles authenticated His message, but to the 
hurting, His miracles demonstrated His love. Our Creator willingly put on human flesh and 
defiled Himself (2 Corinthians 5:21) so that we would know His very personal love for us.  
 
Principle: Jesus is willing to enter into the worst of life along with us. 
 
In his commentary on Matthew, David Schroeder writes, “Jesus simply knew that effective 
ministry demands personal involvement. Sometimes it takes getting dirty to deal with the dirt, 
and Jesus did not back down for the sake of remaining ceremoniously untainted.”vii 
 
Application: Jesus’ ministry is alive and well. In heaven, He lives to intercede for us 
(Hebrews 7:25). Yet He is present with us and in us. Before His death, Jesus’ disciples were 
grieved by the thought of separation from Him. He told them, “It is for your good that I am 
going away. Unless I go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send 
Him to you” (John 16:7). Jesus spoke of His Spirit, saying “He lives with you and will be in 
you” (John 14:17).  
 
If you have received Jesus as your Savior and Lord, do you realize that He is as close to you 
at every moment as you are to your own self? “Never will I leave you,” He said, “Never will 
I forsake you” (Hebrews 13:5). In the worst circumstances of life, He walks with us. Psalm 
23:4 has often been mistranslated as saying, “Even though I walk through the shadow of the 
valley of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me.” However, the word death is actually 
not in the Hebrew text. The verse actually says, “Even though I walk through the darkest 
valley… I will fear no evil, for you are with me.” Death is not excluded, but the promise 
includes far more than death. Wherever and whenever life gets ugly, Jesus is there with us.  
 
Have you invited Him into your physical and emotional suffering? There is no temptation 
that He did not face Himself, no trial that He has not experienced to a degree that is at least as 
great as that which we experience.  
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Conclusion 

 
We would never dare consider the Holy One of Heaven a friend, except that He has said to 
us, “I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. 
Instead, I have called you friends” (John 15:15). Do you know Jesus as you know a social 
media “friend,” one who has, perhaps, written you a long message and included a few 
graphic pictures of his life but doesn’t really walk beside you throughout the day or see you 
in your midnight crises?  
 
Jesus touched the defiled. He ate with sinners. He had fellowship with them. It was personal. 
Today, He offers us the very same intimate fellowship. These words of His are often used in 
evangelism, but He spoke them to believers: “Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If 
anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with that person, and they 
with me” (Revelation 3:20). He has offered us a very personal relationship. He offers us 
Himself.  
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