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Acts 2: Lesson Eleven, Looking It Over: Death & Resurrection 

Acts 21:17 – Acts 28; Ephesians – Colossians; 1 Timothy – Revelation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Introduction 
 
Life is full of disappointments, isn’t it?  I don’t know about you, but I must work hard to 
keep my expectations realistic. A close friend once challenged me to avoid “packing” 
unrealistic expectations in my luggage when I travel. Heeding that advice and taking each 
day as the Lord gives it has always made my trips more enjoyable. Although it’s easy to be 
disillusioned in this fallen world, there is a journey every believer will eventually take that 
definitely won’t end in disappointment: our departure to heaven. We undoubtedly have some 
wrong ideas about heaven, but there is just no chance that we will be dissatisfied once we 
arrive. Our expectations cannot be too high.  
 
For some of us, this lesson marks more than just the conclusion of the Acts 2 study. It is the 
conclusion of a series of studies that have taken us from Genesis to Revelation. One of our 
goals has been to see that the Bible is a unified story from beginning to end. I hope that 
became obvious in our lesson on the last chapters of Revelation. The Lord plans to bring 
everything full circle, to the way it was before the Fall. While it is tempting to go back and 
review the primeval history of Genesis, the record of the Patriarchs and God’s choice to use 
them to communicate His message to the world, the Books of the Law and what they taught 
Israel about God’s character and demands, Israel’s conquest and settlement in the Promised 
Land, the united and divided kingdoms, the Prophets warnings and predictions, the 
inauguration of Christ’s kingdom, and the growth and challenges of the early church, we will 
end our series on a more personal note.  
 
In the previous lesson, we discussed the end-times events that will impact the entire universe. 
This final lesson considers our personal destiny. What will happen at our death? What will 
our lives in heaven will be like? The Bible contains a surprising amount of information about 
these subjects and every bit of it assures believers that, in hindsight, nothing about our future, 
even our own deaths, will be disappointing.  
 
 
 
 

Subject: Personal eschatology: death and resurrection. 
Main Idea: Heaven will not disappoint us.  

Principles: 
1. Death, our greatest enemy, will become a believer’s friend the moment he or she passes through it. 
2. God wants us to imagine eternal life in our perfected bodies. 
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I. Death 

A. The Nature of Death: As you well know, the statistics about death are rather 
alarming. One out of every one person dies, and that rate will continue until 
Christ returns. How did this happen?  

i. Origin of Death: According to Genesis, God warned Adam and Eve that if 
they ate from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, they would 
die (Genesis 2:17). Their choice to rebel against God created a barrier 
between them and the Source of Life. Adam and Eve’s spiritual death was 
immediate; fellowship with Him was broken. Although their physical 
deaths were delayed, the moment they sinned, the process of bodily 
deterioration began, until eventually, their bodies died. Paul explained that 
sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, “and so 
death spread to all because all have sinned” (Romans 5:12). Death is the 
result of the Fall. However, Paul went on to say, “If, by the trespass of the 
one man, death reigned through that one man, how much more will those 
who receive God’s abundant provision of grace and of the gift of 
righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ… One 
righteous act resulted in justification and life for all people” (Romans 
5:17-18). In the greater context of the New Testament, it is clear that “all 
people” refers to all who are “in Christ” by faith.  

ii. Purpose of the Believer’s Death: Since Jesus has paid the penalty of our 
sins, we might wonder why believers still experience death. For reasons 
that the Bible doesn’t explain, God has chosen to apply the benefits of His 
salvation to us in stages, and allows us to experience death before we gain 
the last of them.i God could have planned for believers to be immediately 
transported at salvation, but until death and Hades are done away with 
(Revelation 21:14), believers and unbelievers alike will continue to die. 
Since God did not create us to die, death feels unnatural to us and 
continues to be our greatest enemy. However, believers have God’s 
promise to work all things for our good (Romans 8:28). Just as He has 
used many of life’s hardships to increase our faith and to teach us to obey 
Him, He will also use the prospect and process of death to complete our 
sanctification. In this sense, death is actually a gift. It is also a gift in that 
if we never died, we would be forever stuck in this imperfect existence! 
Until we die, we will never know how much more there is to be had. 
Since God has chosen to apply the benefits of salvation to us in stages, 
death is the way we will finally inherit the fullness of life.  
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B. The Intermediate State of Believers: Death is the body without the soul (or 

spirit [James 2:26]). In Matthew 10:28, Jesus told His disciples not to fear those 
who could kill the body but not the soul. He quoted Exodus 3:6 as proof that 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob are alive today (Matthew 22:32). After our physical 
death, we go on living. But what happens to our spirit when our body dies? The 
Bible clearly promises that we will eventually have a resurrection body (1 
Corinthians 15) and dwell in the new heavens and earth (Revelation 21-22). But 
where will we live and what will our existence be like in the meantime? 

i. Our Intermediate Place: Bible students sometimes refer to the place where 
we will live as the “intermediate heaven.” What they mean is that it is 
heaven in the sense that God is there, but it is not the heaven it will be 
once the new heaven and earth are formed.  

1. Purgatory 
a. There is one notion about our intermediate place we must 

rule out. The Roman Catholic Church teaches that death is 
followed by “purgatory” for all who are imperfect. In 
purgatory, the soul is supposedly freed from the remnants of 
sin through suffering, and the amount of time spent there 
“may be lessened by the gifts, prayers, and masses of those 
who survive the deceased.”ii  

b. The concept of purgatory comes from tradition and writings 
in the Apocrypha (especially 2 Maccabees 12:42-45). While 
these works make for fascinating reading, they are not 
inspired Scripture and in this case, directly contradict it. 
Certain Bible verses are sometimes quoted as offering 
support for purgatory, but none of them actually do. 
Furthermore, to argue for it is to suggest that Christ’s 
atonement was not sufficient and a further payment is 
necessary.  

2. The Place Where God Lives: In our study of Revelation, we read of 
the cry of the saints who had been slain and were “under the altar” 
(Revelation 6:9-11). In chapter 14, this altar is shown to be in 
heaven (verses 17-18). The passages clearly affirm that believers 
who die are with God. Paul wrote that “as long as we are at home in 
the body we are away from the Lord” and that he would “prefer to 
be away from the body and at home with the Lord” (2 Corinthians 
5:6-8). The intermediate heaven then is the place where God 
dwells, and by reason, it must also be the habitation of the angels. 
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3. Believers Who Have Died Live Together: The second thing the 

Revelation 6 passage reveals is that believers who have died live 
together. The souls under the altar jointly prayed to God and had 
immediate access to Him. When we die, we will not be alone.  

ii. Our Intermediate Condition: (2 Corinthians 5:4): If our intermediary place 
is with God and other believers, what about our intermediary condition?  

1. What is the Soul? Tyndale Bible Dictionary says the word soul 
“denotes human emotions and inner powers. People are called to 
love God with all their heart and soul (Deuteronomy 13:3). 
Knowledge and understanding (Psalm 139:14), thought (1 Samuel 
20:3), love (1 Samuel 18:1), and memory (Lamentations 3:20) all 
originate in the soul. [It is] close to what today would be called the 
self, one’s person, personality, or ego.”iii Our soul is the life within 
us.  

2. Soul Sleep: In the past, a very few scholars taught a concept known 
as “soul sleep,” the belief that after death, we will remain in an 
unconscious state of existence until Christ returns.  

a.  Indeed, the Bible occasionally refers to death as “sleep” 
(John 11:11) and occasionally suggests inactivity. For 
example, Psalm 115:17 says, “It is not the dead who praise 
the Lord, those who go down to the place of silence.” 
However, the very next verse says, “It is we who extol the 
Lord, both now and forevermore. Praise the Lord!” The idea 
of “going down to silence” must be understood as the 
perspective of the living. To us, the dead are silent, but in 
reality, the believing dead are praising the Lord 
“forevermore.”  

b. Secondly, Jesus did not tell the thief on the cross that he was 
going to fall asleep and then later wake up in paradise. He 
said, “Today, you will be with me in paradise” (Luke 23:43). 
We are not unconscious upon our death but are immediately 
aware that we are with God.  

c. A third passage that suggests conscious activity after death is 
in Luke 15, where Jesus said that there is rejoicing in the 
presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents 
(Luke 15:10). Who exactly is rejoicing “in the presence of 
the angels”? Three verses earlier, Jesus said that there is 
more rejoicing in heaven over the salvation of one sinner 
than ninety-eight righteous persons (15:7). It seems that 
those rejoicing not only includes God and the angels, but also 
the saints in heaven, “who would so deeply appreciate the 
wonder of human conversion.”iv  
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d. Finally, Revelation 6 shows the deceased saints crying out 

to God, yet another indication of conscious activity after 
death. Today, scholars no longer take the idea of “soul sleep” 
seriously. 

3. Being “Unclothed”: It may seem a kind of horror to us now to 
think of consciously existing without a body. Paul expressed this, 
saying that we do not wish to be “unclothed” at our death (2 
Corinthians 5:8).  

a. A Temporary Body?  
i. Some scholars suggest that God may in fact clothe our 

spirits with temporary bodies. Randy Alcorn points out 
that since Christ is in heaven in His resurrected body, 
there is at least one physical body in the present 
heaven, and “it stands to reason that others in Heaven 
might have physical forms as well, even if only 
temporary ones.”v When the disciples witnessed the 
Transfiguration, Moses and Elijah also appeared in 
bodies (Mathew 17:1-12).  

ii. Further support for the idea of a temporary body might 
possibly be found in the Revelation 6 passage, to 
which we have already referred. The saints under the 
altar are given white robes to wear while awaiting 
God’s justice and the arrival of the rest of the saints. 
John may have meant the robes to be understood 
figuratively (19:8 says “fine linen stands for the 
righteous acts of the saints”), but the clothes could be 
real and still have symbolism (just as the Old 
Testament tabernacle did).  

b. A Preferable State: While it is possible that God may either 
allow our souls to function as bodies or give us temporary 
bodies, there is one thing about our intermediate state that we 
know for certain: even if we are temporarily disembodied, it 
will not be the horror that it now seems. Paul said that 
despite our natural revulsion over being “unclothed,” it is a 
preferable state to our present one (2 Corinthians 5:8)!  

4. Continuity of Personality: What do we know about this 
“preferable” intermediary state? Since our souls will be alive, we 
know our personalities will continue. Let’s return once more to the 
passage in Revelation 6, where the “souls” under the altar are 
crying out for justice.  
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a. Notice that even though they have physically died, these 

saints are still capable of feeling and thinking. They are 
aware that they are waiting for God to bring judgment on the 
earth. They have desires. They also have retained memory:  
their cry for justice stems from their martyrdom (Revelation 
6:10); they are aware of how they died. With or without 
bodies, they are able to express themselves. They cry out in 
“loud voice” (6:10). Feeling, thought, memory, and 
expression equal personality: the real person. Except for the 
wonderful fact that we will no longer struggle with sin, we 
will still be ourselves! 

b. In his excellent book One Minute After You Die, Erwin 
Lutzer graphically describes the continuity of our 
personalities after death:  
 

One minute after we died, our minds, our 
memories, will be clearer than ever before… our 
personalities will just go on with the same 
information we have stored in our minds today… 
Think back to your background: your parents, 
brothers, sisters, family reunions. Of course, you 
will remember all of this and more in heaven. Do 
you actually think you might know less in heaven 
than you do on earth? Unthinkable!vi 
 

Lutzer suggests that we will not need nametags to recognize 
all the people who will be there with us, even those from past 
history that we have never met. The fact that Peter, James 
and John were able to instantly recognize Moses and Elijah 
on the Mount of Transfiguration supports this idea (Matthew 
17). Although Jesus said that we won’t marry in heaven 
(Matthew 22:30), since our personalities will continue and 
our memories be sharper than ever, Lutzer argues that we 
will continue to know that we were a daughter or son of our 
parents, and who our children, other relatives, and friends 
are.vii We will still love our loved ones on earth, but our 
circle of close friends and family will suddenly have 
multiplied many times over.  
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c. If, as Luke 15 suggests, we will rejoice in heaven over the 

conversions that are happening on earth, it must be that we 
will also have some awareness of what is happening on earth. 
Awareness doesn’t mean the dead can see us. The Bible 
never suggests that. And it expressly forbids any attempt on 
our part to contact the dead (Deuteronomy 18:11-12).  

i. Some argue that we could not possibly be free of 
sorrow and still retain memory of our earthly lives or 
be aware of what is transpiring on earth. C.S. Lewis 
explains that to say that no one can have joy until each 
person on earth consents to be happy on his or her own 
terms is to blackmail heaven and give hell the final 
power. He suggests that the action of pity will live 
forever but not the passion of pity, the passion that 
makes us suffer or even yield to evil. Such a pity, he 
says, is what has cheated many a woman out of her 
virginity and many a statesman out of his honesty. 
That passion will die.viii  

ii. However much we know in our intermediate state 
about what is transpiring on earth, we will view it 
through the lens of truth and righteousness. We will 
share God’s perspective, be fully satisfied that He is 
just, and rejoice in His sovereignty (Revelation 19:1-
3). 

 
C. The Death of Unbelievers: What about the death of unbelievers? According to 

Revelation 20:13, their bodies will not be resurrected until the final judgment. 
Does the Bible say anything about their intermediary state? Jesus once told a 
parable that gives us insight. 

i. Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus: According to Jesus’ parable (Luke 
16:19-31), a beggar named Lazarus died and was carried to “Abraham’s 
side” (a term for the intermediate heaven that suggests Lazarus’ 
fellowship with Abraham). Meanwhile, a rich man who knew Lazarus in 
life also died and was tormented by fire in Hades (the intermediate place 
of unbelievers). The rich man asked Abraham to send Lazarus to refresh 
him with cool water. Abraham replied that a great chasm separated them 
that cannot be crossed in either direction. The rich man then begged 
Abraham to send Lazarus to warn his living relatives so that they would 
not also end up in the place of torment. Abraham’s response was that if 
his brothers failed to listen to the word of God, which they already had, 
neither would they believe someone sent back from the dead.  
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ii. The Parable and the Unbelieving Dead: Although this is a parable (and 

Jesus undoubtedly used parables to emphasize main points from his non-
parabolic teachings), this parable nevertheless contains interesting details 
that we have no good reason to doubt.  

1. With regard to the intermediary state of unbelievers, we can 
conclude that they are very conscious, tormented, and aware of 
their past, earthly lives. The man remembered his family and hoped 
they would not be where he is. Apparently, there is no comfort in 
having “company” in hell.  

2. The story also gives no hope of salvation after death. 
“Universalism” is the notion that God will eventually save 
everyone. As appealing as that sounds, no serious Bible student can 
reconcile it with the clear teachings of scripture about everlasting 
torment.  

3. Jesus’ parable also refutes the idea that unbelievers are simply 
annihilated (cease to exist) at death. Revelation 20 teaches that they 
won’t be annihilated after their bodily resurrection either. At the 
resurrection, God will assess each unbeliever’s life and each will 
suffer accordingly, some more than others. But their suffering will 
nevertheless be conscious and eternal (Revelation 14:11, 20:10-15).  

iii. The Discomfort of the Truth: Our difficulty with reconciling hell and a 
loving God results from our failure to take sin seriously. However 
uncomfortable it is for us, the Bible is quite clear that hell is real and that 
it is the just punishment for those who have rejected One so great as our 
God. When one of our unbelieving loved ones dies, of course we have 
great sorrow. However, there are two things we should keep in mind. 
First, although we may have probable reason to believe they died without 
Christ, we usually do not have certain knowledge that they continued to 
reject Him in their dying moments. Secondly, we can take comfort in 
knowing that God is a fair judge and will evaluate our loved one 
according to his or her deeds (Revelation 20:13). As Lutzer points out, 
“Not one single fact will be overlooked in judging (their) fate… there is 
no possibility that the information will be misinterpreted or the penalty 
unfairly administered.”ix 
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D. The Death of Small Children: Scripture does not speak directly about the 

accountability of infants and small children who die. Since we are all born with 
a sin nature, we are all born guilty. Baptizing children does not assure their 
salvation, since this is a decision every individual must make by choice for him 
or herself (infant baptism is a custom that did not develop until years after the 
New Testament was written). Although we cannot know why God chooses to 
claim a life so early and the Bible doesn’t speak directly about the children’s 
salvation, it doesn’t leave us entirely clueless. 

i. Spared the Trials of this Life: First, we know that God has spared the 
small child from the anguish of this life. Isaiah 57:1 says, “The righteous 
perish and no one ponders it in his heart; devout men are taken away and 
no one understands that the righteous are taken away to be spared from 
evil.”  

ii. God’s Nature: Second, we know that Jesus especially loved children. He 
told us that our faith must be like that of children if we are to enter His 
kingdom (Luke 18:16-17). Although a child’s sin nature makes them 
guilty, it is still possible that God will waive the requirement of personal 
faith and credit Christ’s righteousness to those who are too young or 
feeble-minded to believe.x  

iii. David’s Statement: A third bit of information is hinted at in the death of 
David and Bathsheba’s infant. David grieved while the baby was ill, but 
once he died, David stopped grieving. When the household inquired about 
his seemingly strange behavior, David replied, “Now he has died; why 
should I fast? Can I bring him back again? I shall go to him, but he will 
not return to me” (2 Samuel 12:23). Apparently, David believed that at his 
own death, he would join his son. 

 
Summary Statement: In summary, we can be sure that upon our death, we will dwell with 
God and others and retain our full personalities.  
 
Principle: Death, our greatest enemy, will become a believer’s friend the moment he or she 
passes through it. 
 
19th-century pastor D.L. Moody said, “Some day you will read in the papers, ‘D.L. Moody 
of East Northfield is dead.’ Don’t you believe a word of it! At that moment I shall be more 
alive than I am now…”xi 
 
Application: Psalm 116:15 says, “Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His 
saints.” How can our death be precious to God? 
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• First, God knows death experientially. Jesus agonized over His own impending 

death and his death was excruciatingly painful. He will meet us at our death and lead 
us through where He Himself has gone. Our death is precious to God because He fully 
understands what we will experience. Even if we die a long and agonizing death, He 
has promised to go with us through each step (Psalm 23:4, Romans 8:38-39, Hebrews 
13:5) and He will not disappoint us.  

• Secondly, God already knows the moment of our death. Even if we die in an untimely 
manner, our deaths will nevertheless occur under the umbrella of His providence. 
Christ’s own murder by evil men is an example. Although He died young, and from a 
human perspective, could have accomplished so much good yet on earth, from 
heaven’s perspective, His death was right on time.  

• Third, our deaths are precious to God because He knows what awaits us on the other 
side. We will forever enjoy the fellowship of our enlarged family and never again be 
separated from His physical presence. 

 
Death is a trip that no one wants to take, but looking back, believers won’t think of it as a 
having been a nightmare but as the necessary disembarking point at the destination of their 
dreams.   
 
Transition: Whether our souls have temporary bodies in the intermediate state or not, they 
will eventually be reunited with our bodies. On that day, the final stage in the application of 
our redemption will occur.xii The Bible calls it “glorification.”  
 

II. Resurrection  
A. Glorification 

i. Old and New Testament Support: Both the Old and New Testaments 
teach bodily resurrection and glorification.  

1. Jesus said, “A time is coming when all who are in their graves will 
hear His voice and come out – those who have done good will rise 
to live, and those who have done evil will rise to be condemned” 
(John 5:28-29).	Romans 8:17 says that as heirs of Christ, we will 
share in His glory. Those He predestined and justified, He will 
ultimately glorify (Romans 8:30).  

2. In the Old Testament, Job declared, “I know that my Redeemer 
lives, and that in the end He will stand upon the earth. And after my 
skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God” (Job 19:25-
26). The prophets also spoke of bodily resurrection (Isaiah 26:19; 
Daniel 12:2, Ezekiel 37:1-14). These scriptures must have been the 
basis of Martha’s confidence that her brother Lazarus would rise 
again in the resurrection at the last day (John 11:23-24).  
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ii. The Entire Creation Made New: Glorification not only applies to our new, 
resurrection bodies but to all of creation. Revelation 22 speaks of the 
entire creation being made new. Before the Fall, the ground brought forth 
fruit, flowers and beautiful vegetation effortlessly. After the curse, Adam 
had to fight with the land to make it produce. Weeds, funguses, and other 
problems brought death to plant life. Animals and insects began their 
habits of stinging and biting. Natural disasters such as hurricanes, floods, 
and earthquakes resulted. But one day, just as we ourselves will be 
glorified, creation will also be renewed (Romans 8:18-21). 

 
B. When Will We Be Resurrected? Naturally, we wonder when all of this will 

take place. 1 Corinthians 15:12-58 says that Christ was the first to rise from the 
dead and those who belong to Him will rise at His coming. In a flash, in the 
twinkling of an eye, dead believers’ bodies will be raised imperishable and 
living believers’ bodies will be changed (verse 52). Together, they will meet 
Christ in the air (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17).  
 

C. Our Resurrected Bodies and the Millennium  
i. Three Views: According to the amillennial and postmillennial views, once 

we receive our new bodies, the Eternal State will begin. Premillennialists 
believe that after we receive our new bodies, we will first reign with 
Christ on earth in the Millennium, and then the Eternal State will follow. 
On what basis do they make this claim? 

1. The Physical Nature of the “First Resurrection”: Revelation 20:4-6 
says that those who participate in the “first resurrection” are 
blessed because the “second death” cannot touch them. The 
postmillennial and amillennial views have trouble explaining why 
the Millennium, as they define it, would be preceded by a “first 
resurrection” (20:4-6.)  Augustine suggested that this “first 
resurrection” was spiritual, not bodily, and occurred at salvation. 
Other amillennialists believe it refers to “going to heaven” upon 
one’s death. However, neither view takes seriously that Revelation 
20 almost certainly refers to bodily resurrection. The word 
“resurrection” is used over forty times in the New Testament and 
refers almost exclusively to physical resurrection. In Revelation 20, 
John told how some of these people who participated in the “first 
resurrection” died; they were beheaded. Therefore, it is not likely 
that this is a spiritual resurrection. If the “first resurrection” is a 
physical resurrection, who will participate?  
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2. The Participants in the “First Resurrection”: According to 

Revelation 20, it will be those who “had been beheaded because of 
their testimony” and “had not worshiped the beast or his image” or 
“received his mark.” However, we have already seen that 1 
Thessalonians 4 and 1 Corinthians 15 give a resurrection order, in 
which Christ rose first and is followed by all deceased and living 
believers (Paul included the deceased believers of his day [1 
Corinthians 15:22, 51-52]) at Jesus’ Second Coming, so the group 
who participates in the “first resurrection” must be larger than 
merely the martyred Tribulation saints. John may have specifically 
named them in order to offer special assurance to the martyrs of his 
own day, but the “beheaded martyrs” of Revelation 20 must in fact 
be “the whole church that is faithful to Jesus, whether or not they 
have actually been killed. They constitute a group that can in truth 
be described as those who ‘did not love their lives so much as to 
shrink from death’ (Revelation 12:11).”xiii  If the “first resurrection” 
is physical and refers to the resurrection of all saints, 
premillennialists have a good case for arguing that all believers will 
participate in the Millennium in their resurrected bodies. Revelation 
20:4 says that this group “came to life and reigned with Christ a 
thousand years.” 		 

ii. Our Millennial Work: Several other passages in the Bible also speak of 
the saints’ reign with Christ: Daniel 7:27, Psalm 2:8, Matthew 19:28, 
Revelation 2:26-28, 3:21, and 5:10. Over whom will we reign? 
Unbelievers who are still alive at the end of the Tribulation will 
presumably repopulate the earth and need governing. Revelation 20 
indicates that certain glorified believers will also serve as judges (Luke 
22:30, 1 Corinthians 6:2, Revelation 2:26-27). It seems that these will be 
some of our first responsibilities in our new, glorified bodies.  

iii. The Millennium in Relation to the Resurrection of Unbelievers: 
According to Revelation 20:5, “The rest of the dead did not come to life 
until the thousand years were ended.” Thus, a second resurrection will 
occur after the Millennium. At that time, the sea and death and Hades will 
give up all the dead in them, books will be opened, and the great and 
small alike will face judgment (Revelation 20:11-13). Since all believers 
will participate in the “first resurrection,” this second resurrection 
involves the reuniting of the bodies of the unbelieving dead with their 
spirits, which have already been suffering in Sheol (Hades [Luke 16:23]).  
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D. Our New Bodies: We have discussed the time frames of the resurrection of 

believers and unbelievers in relationship to the Millennium and the Eternal 
State. What does the New Testament say about the nature of our new bodies? 

i. Continuity with the Old: 1 Corinthians 15:35-41 explains that our new 
bodies, while different, will have continuity with our old ones. Our old 
bodies are merely the seeds. Just as seeds contain a pattern for what will 
develop (vegetable seeds do not develop into fruit trees), seeds also take 
materials from the ground and develop into something that is different 
than the seed itself. In other words, God will use the materials of our old 
bodies to create something that has continuity with the old but is still 
different because it takes on new attributes.  

ii. New Attributes: What are these new attributes? Paul goes on to explain, 
“The body that is sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable; it is sown 
in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in 
power; it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body” (1 
Corinthians 15:42-44).  

1. From this, we first learn that our new bodies will be “raised 
imperishable.” They cannot age or die (Revelation 21:4). They will 
not be subject to illness or injury.  

2. Secondly, our new bodies will be “raised in glory.” Since the glory 
of our new bodies is contrasted with the dishonor of the old, we are 
given the sense that our new bodies will no longer be unattractive 
in any way; instead, they will be beautiful. Jesus said, “The 
righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father” 
(Matthew 13:43), seemingly indicating a kind of radiance. 

3. Third, what was sown in weakness will be “raised in power.” Dr. 
Wayne Grudem explains, “Not infinite power like God, of course, 
and probably not what we would think of as ‘superhuman’ power in 
the sense possessed by the ‘superheroes’ in modern, fictional, 
graphic novels, but full and complete human power and strength, 
the strength that God intended human beings to have in their bodies 
when He created them.”xiv 

4. Fourth, Paul said our natural bodies will be raised as “spiritual 
bodies.” Grudem explains that some translations of this verse are 
misleading and suggest that our new bodies will not be physical. 
His preferred translation is: “It is sown a natural body subject to the 
characteristics and desires of this age, and governed by its own 
sinful will, but it is raised a spiritual body, completely subject to the 
will of the Holy Spirit and responsive to the Holy Spirit’s 
guidance.” xv  
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iii. Other Qualities:  1 John 3:2 says, “When [Jesus] appears we shall be 

like Him.” The gospels give us clues about the nature of Jesus’ 
resurrected body. 

1. First, it was physical. Jesus still had scars that Thomas was allowed 
to touch (John 20:25-27).  

2. Secondly, Jesus was recognizable to those who saw Him. Although 
He apparently looked different enough that some people weren’t 
immediately sure who He was, eventually they did recognize Him 
(Luke 24:15-31; John 20:14-18, 21:4-12). Similarly, we will 
recognize one another in our new bodies. 

3. Third, after Jesus’ resurrection, He ate and drank (Luke 24:41-43). 
Our new bodies will not need to eat and drink but will apparently 
still be able to enjoy food and drink as God’s good gifts and in 
fellowship (Matthew 8:11; Revelation 19:9).  

4. Finally, Jesus transported His resurrected body from place to place 
at will and on one occasion, seems to have passed through a closed 
door (John 10:19). Perhaps our new bodies will do the same.  

 
E. Our Eternal State: After the Millennium, we will forever live in our new 

bodies in the new heaven and earth (the Eternal State). How long is eternity?  
Lutzer uses this illustration: “Visualize a bird coming to earth every million 
years and taking one grain of sand to a distant planet. At that rate it would take 
thousands of billions of years before the bird had carried away a single handful 
of sand. Now let’s expand that illustration and think you long it would take the 
bird to move the Oak Street Beach in Chicago and then the other thousands of 
beaches around the world. After that, the bird could begin on the mountains and 
the earth’s crust. By the time the bird transported the entire earth to the far-off 
planet, eternity would not have officially begun.”xvi Eternity simply has no end.  

i. Living with God: What will our life with God be like? Because we are 
made in His image and made for Him, we can hardly imagine the 
physical, emotional, intellectual and spiritual satisfaction we will 
experience when He dwells among us.  

1. Relational Satisfaction: His presence will guarantee us relational 
satisfaction. We will never be bored or lonely.  

2. Intellectual Satisfaction: In light of scientific evidence that we each 
currently only use a small part of our brain’s capacity, imagine 
what it will be like to use our minds fully and learn from God. We 
will also have complete freedom from any sinful thoughts.  

3. Emotional Satisfaction: Currently, our emotions are easily clouded. 
Imagine an emotional life in which joy, peace, satisfaction, and 
love are eternally undisturbed. We will have no reason to mourn or 
cry or be depressed. We will not be tempted to worry.  



 

D. A. Hammond                                            GOD OF THE WORD: Acts 2                                         Copyright © 2017  All rights reserved.  

15 
4. Physical Satisfaction: Imagine a physical existence without any 

suffering or need.  
5. Spiritual Satisfaction: Paul said that what we now know in part 

with regard to spiritual matters, we will then know fully (1 
Corinthians 13:12). Imagine having God’s perspective and being 
completely satisfied with His judgments.  

We will enjoy all of these things and more, just by being in God’s 
presence.  

ii. Life in Eternity: Since our resurrected bodies will have continuity with 
our present bodies, it is reasonable to assume that many of our current and 
noble pleasures will be indulged in the highest and purest forms.  

1. Enjoying Worship: When some people imagine eternity, they think 
of endless worship. Throughout Revelation, the saints are depicted 
worshipping God, sometimes with thousands of angels in 
attendance (5:11-14, 7:10-12, 15:2-3; 19:1-7), including singing 
and music (14:2-3). Heaven will have worship services such as we 
have never known. Imagine a worship experience that fills us with 
endless joy and wonder! Worship will undoubtedly be a 
tremendous and thrilling part of our experience.  

2. Enjoying Our Environment: The brilliance of the place described in 
Revelation 21-22 suggests that we will also enjoy our environment: 
its river and trees and the city where we will dwell. The gates of the 
city will never be shut (Revelation 21:25), leaving us free to 
explore the new heaven and earth for all of eternity!  

3. Enjoying Our Relationships: All of the inhabitants of heaven will 
live in harmony, for the nations will be healed (22:2). There will be 
no prejudice, blaming, jealousy, or ill will.  

4. Enjoying Service: Revelation 22:3 says that we, His servants, will 
serve Him. God assigned Adam meaningful work prior to the Fall 
(Genesis 2:15, 19-20). In and of itself, work is not destructive or 
unpleasant. It has only become so as a result of the Fall (Genesis 
3:17-19). Christ’s parables suggest that some will have more 
prominent responsibilities than others (Matthew 25:14-30, Luke 
19:12-27). Our work may include new activities, as well as the 
continuation of some of our former gifts, but without the 
exhaustion, limitations, or frustrations of the latter.  
  

Summary Statement: We are sometimes told that it is impossible to imagine heaven. While 
our imaginations can only scratch the surface, the continuity between our current bodies and 
our resurrected bodies means there are many ways in which we can imagine it.  
 
Principle: God wants us to imagine eternal life in our perfected bodies. 
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C.S. Lewis was an expert at combining reason and imagination. He believed the two were not 
contradictory but essential complements.xvii We must always keep our imaginations grounded 
in the truth of God’s Word. Even then, we are not likely to get a complete picture. But when 
we combine our imaginations with the knowledge of God’s word, we can get some accurate 
ideas about eternity. Otherwise, why would God have given us the descriptions of heaven at 
the end of Revelation to ponder? 
 
Randy Alcorn has written, “We can only desire what we can imagine. If you think you can’t 
imagine Heaven— or if you imagine it as something drab and unappealing— you can’t get 
excited about it. You can’t come with the childlike eagerness that God so highly values 
(Mark 10:15). Abraham ‘was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect 
and builder is God’ (Hebrews 11: 10). If he was looking forward to it, don’t you think he was 
imagining what it would be like?”xviii 		
	
	

Conclusion 
 

Thinking about eternity helps us live our earthly Christian lives better. It gives us 
perseverance when life is difficult. It keeps us focused on what matters. It gives us hope and 
a goal. So, believer, think on heaven! You are not at risk of being disappointed (Psalm 22:5; 
25:3, Isaiah 49:23, Romans 9:33).  
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