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Acts 2: Lesson Six, Peter and Jude 

1-2 Peter, Jude 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Introduction 
Two ways to really hurt someone are by messing with their family and their reputation. For 
as long as mankind has existed, these have been Satan’s methods to undermine God and His 
plan of salvation. Satan first went after God’s family in the Garden of Eden by convincing 
Eve that God was a liar. God had said that Adam and Eve were free to eat from any tree in 
the garden except from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. If they ate from that 
tree, they would certainly die (Genesis 2:17). Satan told Eve that she would not die (Genesis 
3:1-7), implying that God is not really trustworthy and good, thus aiming to harm God’s 
reputation.  
 
Since then, Satan has continued to use this same strategy to damage God’s reputation and 
turn people against Him, and he will continue doing so right to the end. Jesus warned 
believers to expect persecution and false teaching in the last days (Matthew 24:4-11) and 
Peter called this age in which we live “the last times” (1 Peter 1:20). Although Satan’s 
attacks will increase just before Christ’s return, Peter, Jude, and many other believers 
experienced them in the first century, just as we do today.  
 
Peter said that believers are foreigners and exiles on earth (1 Peter 1:17, 2:11). This world is 
not our home; we should not expect or try to fit in. How then should we respond to 
persecution and Satan’s lies? Peter’s second letter closes with a helpful formula: “Grow in 
grace and in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 3:18). In Peter’s first letter, he 
urged mistreated believers to grow in grace. Peter’s second letter and the short book of Jude 
call believers to grow in knowledge so that false teachers could not deceive them.  
 
 

I. Responding to Mistreatment – 1 Peter 1-5 
A. Introduction to 1 Peter  

i. Author: Although the New Testament only contains two books named for 
Peter, his importance in the first century should not be underestimated. 
During Jesus’ earthly ministry, Peter was one of the three apostles (with 
James and John) in Jesus’ closest inner circle. Immediately after Jesus’ 
ascension, Peter led the early church. After the Jerusalem congregation 
was well established, he apparently began to travel (Acts 9:32) with his 
believing wife (1 Corinthians 9:5). Not much is known about these trips. 

Subject: Peter and Jude wrote to those who were persecuted and hearing false teaching. 
Main Idea: As persecution and false teaching increase, so must our growth in grace and knowledge. 

Principles: 
1. God’s children should respond to attacks with grace and self-control.  
2. God’s children must know the Scriptures so false teaching does not deceive them.  
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According to tradition, Mark (John Mark) also traveled with Peter; 
Mark’s gospel records Peter’s teachings.i Most of Peter’s last years were 
spent in Rome, where he was eventually crucified. Although Mark was 
with Peter when he wrote his first letter (5:13), it was actually Silas 
(Silvanus) who helped him write it (5:12).  

ii. Date and Place of Writing: 1 Peter appears to have been written in the 
early to mid-60s (perhaps AD 62-64), just before the time of Nero’s 
persecution of Christians in Rome (they began in AD 64). At the end of 
the letter, Peter sent greetings from “Babylon” (5:13). Some believe Peter 
wrote from the ancient city of Babylon, but more likely, “Babylon” was a 
code name for Rome. In Revelation, John also referred to Rome as 
“Babylon” (Revelation 17-18). This view is consistent with traditions that 
Rome is where Peter spent his last years.  

iii. Audience: The letter is specifically addressed to God’s elect in Asia 
Minor. “Exiles scattered” (1:1) suggests a Jewish audience, but other 
passages imply a Gentile readership (2:10). Peter probably wrote to 
Christians from both backgrounds. 1 Peter indicates that believers all over 
the world were suffering (5:9), charges were being brought against them 
(4:14-16), and they should be prepared to respectfully defend their faith 
(3:15). Perhaps Nero’s persecutions in Rome had already begun and Peter 
expected them to spread. There is no evidence from history that Nero’s 
persecutions ever extended beyond Rome or became an official policy. 
Regardless, just as today, “threats, discrimination, and occasionally loss 
of life were the lot of Christians everywhere,”ii and there is much to learn 
from 1 Peter about how to behave under any kind of ill treatment.   
 

B. Our High Calling and Hope – 1:1-2:10 
i. Opening – 1:1-2: Peter’s readers (like believers of all time) experienced 

the conflict between the blessedness of life in Christ and the suffering 
brought on them by those outside of Christ. Keeping our high calling and 
hope in the forefront of our thinking is critical when we are being 
mocked, accused, or criticized. Who are we? We are people who have 
been chosen according to God’s foreknowledge. All three members of the 
Trinity are involved in our salvation. Verse 2 ends, “Grace and peace be 
yours in abundance.”  It is difficult not to respond defensively when we 
are being attacked, but we will experience God’s peace in any 
circumstance by meditating on the vast extent of His grace to us and 
extending grace to others, even those who mistreat us.  

ii. Our Great Salvation – 1:2-2:10  
1. Appreciation of our Salvation – 1:2-9: Peter repeatedly used the 

word “precious” to describe our salvation and Savior (1:7, 19; 2:4, 
6-7; 2 Peter 1:1). Chapter 1 describes this great salvation.           
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God has given us new birth into a living hope and an inheritance 
that cannot perish, spoil, or fade. Our salvation has a present and 
ongoing sense: God is presently shielding us by His power (1:5) 
and freeing us from the power of sin (1:9). Our trials are 
opportunities to prove this (1:7). Our salvation also is future: our 
hope is in God’s promise that we will one day be completely 
delivered from sin’s power and receive a heavenly inheritance 
(1:4). This great salvation gives us perspective in our trials.  

2. Prophets’ and Angels’ Appreciation for God’s Plan – 1:10-12: Our 
salvation is so great that prophets yearned to fully understand 
God’s plan. 1 Peter 1:10-12 says they searched for insight regarding 
the timing and circumstances of Christ’s suffering and glory and 
concluded that information would not be revealed in their day. This 
explains why some prophecies allude to aspects of Jesus’ earthly 
ministry and His future reign as if they were all one event. God had 
revealed to them that these events would occur, but not when or 
how. God’s plan of salvation is so amazing that even angels long to 
see how each stage will unfold.  

3. Implications of Salvation for Daily Living – 1:13-2:3: Our amazing 
salvation and hope of Christ’s return should impact our daily lives. 
Peter exhorted us to alertness and sober-mindedness three times 
(1:13, 4:7, 5:8). It is tempting to act in ungodly ways when we feel 
threatened. Sometimes we take out our frustration on our attacker, a 
friend, or a family member. Sometimes we try to comfort ourselves 
in unhealthy ways. Peter reminded us that those were our default 
responses before conversion, but now God has called us to be holy, 
as He is holy (1:15). We are foreigners on earth and mustn’t live as 
we once did.  Jesus paid a high price to bring us into His family, 
and through the knowledge of God’s enduring word, we must grow 
up in our salvation. 

4. Our New Identity – 2:4-10: Our salvation gives us a new identity. 
Two lines of humanity are at odds with one another. We are part of 
a holy nation, God’s special possession and chosen people. Christ is 
precious to us. The rest of humanity rejects Christ. When we suffer 
for doing right, it gives us perspective to remember that those who 
are rejecting us rejected Him first.  
 

C. Living Among Pagans in Peace and Purity – 2:11-5:14: Peter’s conclusion 
about the conflict between our glorious salvation and our rejection by 
nonbelievers is that we are foreigners and exiles on earth. Our home is in 
heaven. We should think and live very differently than the rest of humanity. 
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Beginning in 2:13 and through the remainder of the letter, Peter describes how 
we should live when mistreated.  

i. Relationships with Non-Believers – 2:13-25 
1. Governing Authorities: First, we are told to submit to governing 

authorities. Government has a God-ordained purpose, punishing 
wrongdoers and commending those who do right (see also Romans 
13:1-5), and therefore, we must respect it. Since it seems that Peter 
wrote during the reign of Nero, his admonition to “honor the 
emperor” may be surprising, but the only time in which first-
century believers rebelled against government laws was when those 
laws conflicted with God’s laws (Acts 5:29). Our job is to live so 
purely that we “silence the ignorant talk of foolish people.” 

2. Slaves and Masters: Peter told slaves to submit to their masters. 
The Bible does not condone slavery any more than it condoned the 
oppression of believers who suffered under Nero (and under the 
many other oppressive leaders since that time). It simply addresses 
how a believer ought to respond in light of its culture.  

3. Suffering for Wrongdoing versus Suffering for Doing Good  
a. In this context, Peter explained that it is to our credit if we 

are doing right and are persecuted. However, if we are doing 
wrong, we must not pretend to be suffering unjustly (2:19-
20). Most of the time, our trials in life result from our own 
bad choices. We should repent, learn from these, and trust 
Christ to help us live victoriously with the consequences of 
our poor decisions, but we should never paint ourselves as 
martyrs. This applies to the consequences we may experience 
if we lash back at those who mistreat us. Those consequences 
are deserved.   

b. Christ gave the supreme example of suffering for doing right. 
When insulted, He did not retaliate. Instead “He trusted 
Himself to Him who judges justly” (2:23). He is an example 
of what God can do with unjust suffering, since, “By His 
wounds we have been healed” (2:24). We should trust God to 
also bring great good from our unjust suffering. In a letter to 
a young couple being exploited by some patrons of the food 
program in which they served, Henri Nouwen wrote, 
“Sometimes we have to dare to be fools for Christ. That 
means being willing to give food to people who don’t really 
need or deserve it. And sometimes we have to be willing to 
work with some people who might even exploit us. Maybe 
that is as close as we can come to an experience of self-
emptying.”iii  
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ii. Relationships within Families – 3:1-7: Our holy example must extend 

beyond our relationship to governing authorities to family relationships. 
1. Wives: Wives are admonished to submit to their husbands, 

specifically “so that if any of them do not believe the word, they 
may be won over without words but by the behavior of their 
wives.” For this reason, Peter explained how wives should make 
themselves attractive to their husbands.  

a. Adornment: Verse 3 wasn’t intended to forbid Christian 
women from ever wearing jewelry or nice clothing but to 
warn against these things becoming the focus of their beauty. 
A Christian woman’s heart should be so delighted in Jesus 
that her joy and peace will be more evident than anything 
else about her. Sarah made herself beautiful to Abraham with 
“the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit” (3:4). Since 
a Christian’s body is the temple of the Holy Spirit (1 
Corinthians 6:19-20), women and men alike should be 
disciplined in their eating and exercise, practice good 
hygiene, and be neat in appearance. But Peter warned wives 
against outer adornment distracting from the beauty of the 
Holy Spirit within. 

b. Submission: In Ephesians 5:21, Paul’s admonition is that 
both spouses submit to one another. Neither spouse should 
ever be demanding, violent, or abusive to the other. 
However, in any successful human partnership, one person 
must have final authority. A wife’s submission to her 
husband does not demean her intelligence or value. Sarah 
submitted to Abraham by “not giving way to fear” (3:6). It is 
tempting for wives to fear the outcome of submitting to their 
husband’s decisions. Wives can avoid “giving way to fear” 
by remembering that God is greater than their husbands’ 
mistakes. Even if those mistakes have consequences for both 
spouses, God will ultimately bring about good for the 
submissive wife who trusts in Him.                 

2. Husbands: Husbands are to treat their wives with consideration and 
to respect them as the “weaker partner” (3:7). This weakness isn’t 
inherent in the wives but a reference to their cultural plight (men 
receive greater respect in most cultures). Wives are the “weaker 
partners” also in the sense that their husband is generally stronger 
physically. Peter reminded husbands not to look down upon their 
wives, since they are heirs of eternal life with them. He warned that 
the mistreatment of one’s wife hinders the husband’s prayers. 
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iii. Relationships in General – 3:8-22 

1. Respectful Treatment of Everyone: In 3:8-22, Peter addressed a 
believer’s relationships in general, beginning with our relationships 
with one another. If we do not live in loving harmony and 
understanding with one another, how can we expect to win over 
non-believers? Not repaying “evil with evil or insult with insult” 
but blessing our enemies will inevitably lead to opportunities to 
share our faith. Our attitude toward others is to be so good and so 
pure that those who slander us will be ashamed.  

2. Two Puzzling Statements: In the context of Christ’s example when 
mistreated, Peter made two puzzling comments. 

a. Spirits in Prison: First, Peter said that Jesus preached to 
spirits in prison who disobeyed in the days of Noah. Three 
possible interpretations of this have emerged. 

i. The first is that after Jesus’ death and before His 
resurrection, He descended into Hades (Sheol) and 
proclaimed His victory to the righteous who had died 
prior to the Cross. They had been temporarily 
“imprisoned” and Christ freed them. But this view 
does not explain why these righteous people are 
described as spirits who disobeyed. It also does not 
explain why Peter spoke solely of those who 
disobeyed in the time of Noah.   

ii. A second view is that Jesus preached to fallen angels 
of the Antediluvian (pre-Flood) period. According to 
this view, Jesus’ preaching amounted to an 
announcement of His victory over sin and death, 
which meant the certainty of their doom. This view 
assumes that the “spirits” who disobeyed in Noah’s 
day were the fallen angels referred to as “sons of God” 
in Genesis 6:2, or perhaps their offspring (Genesis 
6:4). However, much scholarship suggests that the 
“sons of God” in Genesis 6 were not fallen angels but 
human despots.  

iii. A third view about the imprisoned spirits to whom the 
Spirit of Jesus preached is that the Spirit of Jesus was 
preaching through Noah to Noah’s generation. 2 Peter 
2:5 says that Noah was a preacher of righteousness. 
That entire generation rejected the teaching and died in 
the Flood. Since that time, their spirits have been 
imprisoned. Augustine argued that even when they 
were alive, they were spiritually imprisoned.  
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b. Saved by Baptism: Peter’s second comment is easier to 

explain. He said the great Flood was an illustration of the 
“baptism that now saves you” (3:21). Nowhere does the New 
Testament teach that we are saved by the act of water 
baptism, but it repeatedly says that baptism symbolizes 
identification with Christ in His death and resurrection (the 
lowering into the water is a picture of dying with Christ; 
ascending out of the water depicts spiritual resurrection to 
new life). Baptism is not a means of salvation. We are saved 
by faith in Christ’s work on our behalf (3:21-22).  

c. The main point of these difficult verses is to remember that 
just as we identify with Christ in the waters of baptism, even 
so, it is our privilege to identify with him (as Noah did) when 
we suffer unjustly. The fact that Christ’s unjust suffering 
resulted in glory should be a great encouragement. If we 
forget this and respond to mistreatment in worldly ways, not 
only is our suffering deserved, we are also wasting an 
opportunity to see God’s glory.  

iv. Response to Suffering – 4:1-5:14  
1. Christlikeness: In order for suffering to lead to glory, we must “arm 

ourselves with the same attitude” that Christ displayed in His 
suffering and not respond as an unbeliever would. In the past, we 
may have drowned our sorrows with fleshly indulgences and 
distractions. Instead, we are to be alert and of sober mind so that we 
may pray (4:7) and lovingly serve others in God’s household (for 
they too may be suffering).  

2. Rejoicing: Peter told us not to be surprised when we suffer but to 
rejoice, because when we suffer unjustly, we are participating in the 
sufferings of Christ. When we are insulted for bearing His name, 
we should rejoice that others see Christ in us. One day, God will 
judge the unrighteous, but we should be glad that we are being 
judged now. God is using our mistreatment to remove our sinful 
patterns and attitudes and make us more Christ-like.  

3. Humble Submission: Suffering Christians need the support and 
good counsel of their church leaders. Peter exhorted elders to serve 
them well and told younger individuals to submit to them. 5:5-8 
sums up the attitude that suffering believers ought to have in all 
their relationships: humble submission. If we take that posture, we 
might be taken further advantage of. In that sense, humility is risky. 
But Peter reminded us not to be anxious about anything, trusting 
God to lift us up from our humble position in His time. We should 
cast all of our anxieties on Him (5:7). 
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4. Alertness to Temptation: The last response to suffering that Peter 

discussed was our need to remain alert to the devil’s temptations. 
God plans to use unjust suffering for our good but Satan would 
rather that it destroyed us. He will tempt us to respond poorly. Peter 
reminded us to stand firm and resist him, knowing that other 
believers are suffering as we are and that God will not allow it to go 
on forever.    

 
Summary Statement: When we are falsely accused and mistreated, we must remember the 
great grace of our salvation and treat others graciously.  
 
Principle: God’s children should respond to attacks with grace and self-control.  
 
Just this morning, I received a prayer request from the wife of a Christian university 
president, explaining that a few of their faculty has actually been coaching students to 
respond to racial issues in accordance with the culture of our day, rather than with grace. The 
world is defensive and typically responds angrily to God’s truth. Sadly, Christians often 
respond to worldly philosophies and those who mistreat them just as defensively and angrily.  
 
In his book, Christians in the Age of Outrage: How to Bring Our Best When the World is at 
Its Worst, Ed Stetzer cites examples of Christians believing distorted stories that suggest 
Christian persecution and have resulted in Christian outrage but actually aren’t wholly true. 
“When outraged Christians feed media outlets with stories that make Christians look foolish, 
that hurts the gospel. It adds to the perception that Christians are rage-addicted snowflakes 
and, more important, distracts Christians from their mission… We are living in a day—and 
this is indeed our moment—when we need to live like Christ, as gospel Christians in the 
midst of shouting, anger, and hatred… Christians can counteract the outrage in their lives and 
this world by being intentional about developing a Christ-centered worldview, living as 
God’s ambassadors, loving others in a winsome way, and engaging thoughtfully with others, 
both online and face-to-face.”iv 
 
Truly, there are many outrages injustices in the world that need addressing. But is it possible 
that the world increasingly views the Christian community as just another outraged minority 
with our fists in the air? If so, what makes our cause more compelling than any other? Peter 
reminds us that when Jesus was insulted, He did not retaliate. Our best hope for winning 
others over is not merely with arguments, and especially not with anger, but with grace. We 
should most certainly be ready to give an answer to everyone who asks about the reason for 
our hope (3:15), but unless we live sympathetic, loving, compassionate, and humble lives 
(3:8, 15) and communicate with gentleness and respect, our message will fall on deaf ears.  
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Application: What is your usual response to false accusations and mistreatment? Do you 
typically repay evil with evil or with blessing? Our response always reveals whom we are 
ultimately concerned about. Are we more eager to bring lost souls to Christ and Christian 
brothers to maturity, or are we more concerned with defending ourselves? Anger and 
defensiveness reveal self-focus, while gracious responses tell others that we are more 
concerned about them.   
 
Transition:  Satan is going after God’s family and God’s reputation. He does this by 
persecuting believers and distorting God’s truth. The last days will see a marked increase in 
persecution of believers and false teaching. People outside and inside the church who are 
ignorant of the Scriptures are especially vulnerable to false teaching. 
 

II. Temptation of the Ignorant – 2 Peter 1-3, Jude  
A. 2 Peter: 2 Peter 1:14 indicates that Peter wrote his second letter just before his 

death. Although his audience was the same (3:1), his subject was different. Peter 
said there were false prophets in the days of the Old Testament prophets and that 
his readers should anticipate false teachers to also come among them and distort 
the truth (1:19-2:1).  

i. “Know” and “Remember”: Peter urged believers to know and remember 
the sound teaching they already received. The word “knowledge” and the 
idea of knowing appears at least ten times in the book’s three short 
chapters (1:2, 3, 5, 6, 8, 12; 2:20, 21; 3:17, 18) and the idea of 
remembering appears six times (1:12, 13, 15; 3:1, 2, 8). What did he want 
us to know and remember? The knowledge of God and the Lord Jesus 
Christ (1:3, 8), God’s very great and precious promises (1:4), the way of 
truth and righteousness (2:2, 21), the eyewitness testimony of the apostles 
(our New Testament [1:16; 3:2]), and the word of the prophets (our Old 
Testament [1:19; 3:2]). 

ii. Be on Your Guard: Peter specifically warned against those who (by word 
or behavior) deny the sovereign Lord (2:1), greedily exploit the church 
with made-up stories (2:3), “bring the way of truth into dispute” (2:2), 
“promise freedom” through “the corrupt desire of the sinful nature,” 
“despise authority,” and “revel in pleasure” (2:10, 13, 18-19). Some of 
these false teachers slandered celestial beings (2:10) and blasphemed “in 
matters they do not understand” (2:12). They “left the straight way and 
wandered off” (2:15), they mouth “empty, boastful words” (2:18), and 
they scoff the notion of a coming judgment (3:3-4).  

iii. Special Emphases: In the context of alertness to false teaching and 
anticipation of its increase, Peter emphasized three particular truths about 
the Scriptures. 
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1. Scripture’s Importance for Christian Living: Peter said that 

God’s word and God’s power are sufficient for living the Christian 
life (1:3-4). Possessing righteous qualities in increasing measure 
always coincides with growth in knowledge (1:3-11; 3:11-14, 18). 
In other words, we must learn what to apply and then apply what 
we learn. 

2. Scripture’s Authority: The words of Scripture are not merely the 
thoughts of those who wrote them (1:16, 19-21; 3:15-16). First, the 
apostles wrote as eyewitnesses of Jesus and heard and recorded His 
very words. Second, Peter regarded Paul’s writings among “other 
Scriptures” (3:16). This is significant because it tells us that even in 
the first century, apostolic teachings and writings were recognized 
as authoritative (from God). Third, the Old Testament prophets 
(like all writers of Scripture) were allowed their own styles of 
writing but were “carried along by the Holy Spirit” (1:21), so that 
their words and ideas were exactly what God wanted conveyed. 
The Bible is unlike any other book! 

3. Scripture’s Teaching Regarding Judgment  
a. Peter said that in the last days, people would scoff at the idea 

of judgment. God’s judgment will take them by surprise, just 
as the Flood took people by surprise in Noah’s day (3:3-6, 
10). However, Peter said that God hasn’t delayed His 
judgment because He forgot about it or is ignoring sin but 
because He is patiently giving time for all who will repent to 
do so (3:8-9). Future judgment is certain and will be 
completely accurate (1:11, 2:4-13; 3:3-10). Just as God has 
already put some angels in chains to await judgment (2:4), 
judged the world by flood (2:5), and wiped out the cities of 
Sodom and Gomorrah (2:7-8), so He will one day bring the 
full force of His wrath on all of the unrighteous (2:9, 13). 
Although the only other worldwide judgment was by Flood, 
God’s future judgment will be by fire (3:7,10-12).  

b. While God’s judgment is assured, His preservation of the 
righteous is equally certain. Just as He spared Noah and Lot 
(2:5-8), He will also spare the righteous from future 
destruction and give them “a rich welcome into the eternal 
kingdom” (1:11).  

 
B. Jude: The book of Jude contains extensive parallels to 2 Peter. Jude urged his 

readers to “contend for the faith” since certain ungodly men had “secretly 
slipped in” among them and were teaching heresy (3-4).   
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i. Introduction 
1. Jude identified himself very generally as “a servant of Jesus Christ 

and a brother of James” (Jude 1). Apparently, his readers knew 
James. The two well-known first century men named James were 
the Apostle (the brother of John) and Peter’s successor in the 
Jerusalem church (who was the half-brother of Christ). Since Herod 
beheaded James the Apostle early on (Acts 12:2), it is far more 
likely Jude’s reference was to the other James, making Jude Jesus’ 
half-brother as well. Mark 6:3 lists Jesus’ half-brothers as James, 
Joseph, Judas, and Simon. Jude was commonly used as a short 
version of Judas. His humility in referring to himself as Jesus’ 
servant, rather than his brother, attests to the genuineness of his 
authorship, for surely Jesus’ own brothers would never have used 
their relationship to him as credentials. 

2. The parallels between 2 Peter and Jude have raised the questions of 
one author borrowing from the other, or both borrowing from a 
common source. The exact relationship between the letters remains 
a mystery. Nothing within Jude’s letter indicates his intended 
audience or date of writing. However, since 2 Peter seems to 
indicate an impending threat from false teachers (2:1-3, 3:17) and 
Jude wrote as if it these teachers were already causing problems 
(Jude 4, 12), perhaps Jude wrote later and borrowed from Peter.  
Since 2 Peter was written just before Peter’s death in the mid to late 
60s, Jude could have been written anytime in the later part of the 
lifespan of a brother of Jesus (AD 66-80). 

ii.  The Impact of False Teachers 
1. Immorality: Many of Jude’s descriptions of heresies echo those in 2 

Peter. Most clear of all is that these false teachers used God’s grace 
as a license for immorality (verse 4). Antinomianism is the belief 
that God’s grace frees us from any moral law. As we learned in our 
study of Colossians, a more dangerous heresy known as Gnosticism 
became a major threat to the church in the second century. 
Apparently, by the second half of the first century, it was already 
developing. Gnostics taught that only spiritual things were good 
and worth cultivating. The flesh and all material things were evil. 
While some Gnostics applied this teaching by punishing their 
bodies, others took it to mean that bodily indulgences were of no 
consequence. Those in the second camp were apparently the ones 
deceiving Jude’s readers. They denied Christ’s lordship (verse 4) in 
their dogma and also by their behavior. Obviously, if this 
continued, the church would be filled with immorality.  



 

D. A. Hammond                                            GOD OF THE WORD: Acts 2                                         Copyright © 2017, 2021  All rights reserved.  

12 
2. Deception: Equally shocking is that the promoters of this idea 

“secretly slipped in” among the Christians. They apparently 
claimed to be Christians, since they fellowshipped with them 
around the Lord’s Table (verse 12). Obviously, Jude’s readers had 
not been very discerning and Jude was concerned that they could 
have been so easily deceived.  

iii. Jude’s Two Unusual Teachings 
1. Examples of Some Who Have Been Punished – Verses 5-7: In 

writing of God’s condemnation of these false teachers, Jude 
reminded his readers that God had also punished people in the past.  

a. The first example he gave was God’s punishment of the 
Israelites. Except for two believing individuals, God 
destroyed an entire generation for disbelief.  

b. Jude’s third example is God’s destruction of Sodom and 
Gomorrah with burning sulfur raining down from the 
heavens. The people of those cities were unusually perverted 
and sexually immoral.  

c. The second illustration Jude used is an unusual one. Jude 
said that God has “kept in darkness, bound with everlasting 
chains for judgment on the great Day” certain angels who 
abandoned heaven and rebelled against God (verse 6). As 
with the difficult passage in Peter, “some feel that this may 
refer to Genesis 6:1-4, and that ‘the sons of God’ who 
cohabited with ‘the daughters of men’ on earth were the 
angels who left ‘their positions of authority’ in disobedience 
to God,”v but many do not agree that the Genesis passage 
refers to angels. Although this teaching is a mystery, Jude’s 
main point is clear: God judges the wicked.  

2. Illustration of Irreverent Scoffers – In verse 9, Jude appears to have 
borrowed an illustration from an apocryphal book called, “The 
Assumption of Moses.” According to this book, the archangel 
Michael disputed with the devil over Moses’ dead body and 
rebuked Satan in God’s name, rather than personally slandering 
him. Some find it disturbing that Jude would have used an 
illustration from a non-canonical book (one not considered 
authoritative as Scripture). The story itself may or may not be true, 
but Jude simply used it to illustrate the importance of proper 
reverence for the supernatural. The false teachers spoke in 
irreverent ways about celestial beings and things they did not 
understand (verses 8, 10).  

iv. Jude’s Solution: Jude’s solution to the presence of false teachers was 
threefold: 
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1. Be built up in the truth. “Build yourselves up in your most holy 

faith and pray in the Holy Spirit. Keep yourselves in God’s love as 
you wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to 
eternal life” (verses 20-21).  

2. Be quick to assist those in doubt (verses 22-23). 
3. Be confident that our great God is able to keep us from falling 

(verses 24-25). The presence of false teachers undoubtedly caused 
some growing believers real anxiety. 
 

Summary Statement: Satan distorts God’s truth in an attempt to harm His reputation and 
His people.  
 
Principle: God’s children must know the Scriptures so false teaching does not deceive them. 
 
Illustrations: My spouse and I regularly host groups of young adult disciples in our home. 
Often in our discussions about our faith and cultural issues, one of these young adults will 
ask, “Doesn’t the Bible say…?” It is not a sincere question, since without waiting for a 
response, the person invariably launches into their application of what he or she thinks the 
Bible says regarding the situation being discussed. Recently, after this happened three times 
in one evening, we stopped the discussion and challenged the group to stop drawing 
conclusions based on what they think the Bible says and to start reading it for themselves. 
The trouble with many Christians is that they prefer to be spoon-fed rather than do the work 
of reading and studying the Bible for themselves. As a result, our churches today are filled 
with people who are quite ignorant of the Scriptures and easily led astray.  
 
Young people are often especially ill-equipped to defend their faith against the attacks 
directed toward the Bible online, in the media, and especially in colleges and universities. I 
recently read a book that I’m told is being promoted by some of the more prestigious 
universities in the U.S. The book suggests that people of more “civilized” (and by this, he 
unfortunately means “Christianized”) countries of the world hand down and subconsciously 
enact a story about who we are and why we do the things we do. Part of this “story” is that 
we are fallen creatures. The author suggests that our bad behavior is simply a self-fulfillment 
of this “lie.”  
 
Reading this immediately reminded me of Satan’s suggestion that God had lied to Adam and 
Eve. Ever since he first slandered God’s character, two worldviews have been in conflict: one 
that presents God as good and the source of all truth and another that either overtly or 
subliminally calls God a liar. These days, our culture is actively promoting so many lies that 
if believers do not know what the Bible truly says, how will they stand in their faith? 
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Application: How can you help equip younger Christians (those who are younger in age 
and also those who are newer in the Lord) so that they are not eventually led astray by false 
teaching? Do you often talk with others about the impact reading and studying God’s word is 
having on your own life? Have you invited a small group to gather so that you can show 
them how to read and study the Bible for themselves? You do not need to be a gifted teacher 
to do this. When we merely hear the word through others’ teachings and writings, educators 
say we may retain about ten percent of what we learn. When we study it for ourselves, they 
estimate that we will retain fifty percent! To reach one hundred percent, we must begin 
memorizing God’s word. Are you practicing these disciplines and helping others develop 
them? Every believer should be mentoring others who are younger in the faith.  

 
Conclusion 

 
Satan has been going after God’s people and His reputation for a long time and will only 
multiply his efforts in coming years. We are foreigners in a hostile world. To live God-
honoring lives amidst these certain attacks, we must be continually growing in knowledge 
and in grace.  
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