
 

D. A. Hammond                                            GOD OF THE WORD: Acts 2                                         Copyright © 2017, 2021  All rights reserved.  

1 
Acts 2: Lesson Nine, Jesus’ Revelation to John, Part 2 

Revelation 4-18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Introduction 
Are you aware that a spiritual battle has been going on since the beginning of time and that 
you and I have been deeply impacted? One writer said it well: When Satan gambled “that he 
could do better by being God’s enemy than God’s friend, he set in motion a moral 
catastrophe that would reverberate throughout the universe.”i  
 
Near the end of the first century, the apostle John recorded the Revelation, a prophecy of 
God’s judgment and triumph over evil. The revelation of God’s triumph would have greatly 
encouraged persecuted first-century Christians, as it should encourage us today. In order to 
protect his first-century readers from any additional persecution that would surely come if he 
specifically named times, places, and people, he took advantage of a popular literary style of 
the day, known as apocalyptic, and wrote to them in a kind of code. Many of his symbols 
come from the Old Testament. Others may have been very understandable to the first-century 
church but are no longer clear to us. What is abundantly clear, however, is that Revelation 
prophesies a time of terrible tribulation in which God’s judgment falls on the unrighteous. 
Chapters 4-18 describe these judgments in three sets, the “seals,” the “trumpets,” and the 
“bowls,” each of which includes seven events.  
 
In the last lesson, we discussed four different views about the timing of this tribulation. One’s 
view of the timing determines one’s approach to understanding the book’s many symbols. It 
is difficult to deny the correspondence between these chapters and the AD 70 destruction of 
Jerusalem (the view of “preterists”). They also bear a strikingly similarity to the events 
surrounding the fall of the Roman Empire (the interpretation of “historicists”). However, 
since these chapters seem to indicate a judgment that is much broader, in fact worldwide in 
scope, we will consider that chapters 4-18 teach principles that are relevant throughout the 
church age and ultimately foretell an end-times Tribulation on all the nations. In other 
words, although the described events may have had a partial fulfillment in the AD 70 
destruction of Jerusalem and the later fall of the Roman Empire, these horrific, historical 
events ultimately prefigure a series of future end times events of *much greater magnitude. 
With all of the strange symbols in these chapters, we will need to keep one important, 
principle for interpreting all of the scriptures in mind: most important lessons are found in the 
clear teachings and conversely, the clearest teachings reflect the main points. A key idea in 
chapters 4-18 is that a war is being waged between the spiritual forces of good and evil and 
our physical world is the battleground. This war has been going on throughout the ages and 
apparently, it is going to intensify near the end of human history. 

Subject: The judgments of God are depicted in seals, trumpets, and bowls.    
Main Idea: A war is being waged between the spiritual forces of good and evil and the physical world is the battleground.   

Principles: 
1. God does not author evil, but it is under His control and He will ultimately judge it.  
2. What or whom we worship defines us.   
3. An appropriate fear of God will keep us from becoming the enemy’s victim.  
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I. The Seal and Trumpet Judgments of God – Revelation 4-11 

i. The Lamb and the Scroll – Revelation 5 
1. The Scroll: The documents of John’s day were written on scrolls 

and important scrolls were sealed to hide the contents. Only the 
owner of the scroll was entitled to break the seal.ii	In chapter 5, 
John described seeing a scroll in God’s hand that was sealed with 
seven seals and had writing on both sides. Since ancient Roman 
wills were sealed with six seals, some believe this scroll is the 
“testament of God concerning the promise of the inheritance of His 
future kingdom.”iii  It may also represent the mystery of how end-
times events (or all of human history) will unfold.  

2. The Lion and the Lamb: John said that no one in heaven or on earth 
was worthy to open the scroll but Jesus, “the Lion of the tribe of 
Judah, the Root of David” (5:5) and “the Lamb” (5:6, 8, 12, 13). A 
vast angelic choir joins the four living creatures and twenty-four 
elders in worshipping Him. They declare that the redeemed of all 
time are a kingdom and priests to serve God and reign on the earth. 
The saints’ reign is a subject of much debate and will be covered in 
the next lesson. 

ii. The First Six Seals – Revelation 6: In chapter 6, the first six seals are 
broken, and with the breaking of each seal, a judgment or event is 
initiated. These seal judgments closely correspond to some of the signs 
spoken of in Jesus’ Olivet Discourse (Matthew 24:1-35). They may be 
part of the final drama of human history or in preparation of it. Many see 
at least the first four seals as having stretched over the entire church age.  

1. The First Four Seals (The Four Horsemen): Each of the first four 
seals is introduced by one of the four living creatures. The fifth, 
sixth, and seventh are distinctly different.   

a. The White Horse: Chapter 19 has Jesus descending from 
heaven on a white horse to strike down the nations, with the 
armies of heaven following Him. While some commentators 
see the rider on the first horse in chapter 6 as Christ, most do 
not believe that the opening of the first seal symbolizes His 
return to earth. One suggestion about the meaning of this seal 
is the successful spread of the gospel, prior to the final 
catastrophe.iv However, the most popular interpretation is 
that this rider represents an evil conqueror, used by God to 
bring judgment on the earth and to purify the church.v  

b. The Red Horse: The red horse brings universal war and 
bloodshed on the earth.  

c. The Black Horse: The black horse ushers in famine and 
economic collapse (perhaps as the result of war).  
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d. The Pale Horse: The pale horse brings pestilence and death 

(possibly resulting from the famine and scarcity the black 
horse initiated).  

2. The Fifth Seal: The fifth seal reveals martyred saints under a 
heavenly altar, crying out to be avenged.  

a. The Altar: 5:9-10 is the first of several places in Revelation 
where the prayers of saints and a heavenly altar of incense 
are connected. Later, the saints’ prayers come up with “much 
incense… on the golden altar before [God’s] throne” (8:3-4). 
In another verse, the saints are called “the altar” (16:7). It is a 
beautiful picture of God’s cognizance of our prayers and 
their effectiveness. What is the nature of these prayers? 
According to chapter 6 (verses 9-10), the saints are asking 
God for justice! They are calling on Him to avenge them. 
They want God’s judgment to fall. 

b. Those Under the Altar: Who are the saints under the altar in 
chapter 6? Dispensationalists believe the church will be 
raptured prior to a seven-year period of tribulation on the 
earth and the Second Coming of Christ. They believe that 
anyone who is converted after the rapture must be martyred. 
For them, those under this altar are Tribulation-age martyrs. 
For others, those under the altar may be martyred saints of 
the Tribulation, but they also might be the martyred saints of 
all time, or even more broadly, dead saints of all time (since 
all believers give up their lives to follow Christ figuratively). 
These saints are given white robes and told that they will be 
avenged when the remainder of their number joins them.  

3. The Sixth Seal: Upon the opening of the sixth seal, startling 
geological and cosmological events occur in the heavens and on 
earth. Some take this passage quite literally, but others see the 
falling stars as symbols of falling social and political powers. Either 
way, panic results on earth as all classes of people experience the 
“wrath of the Lamb.” This phrase is ironic, since lambs are 
normally passive, but the Lamb of God will bring judgment on all 
who refuse His grace.    

iii. Interruption between Sixth and Seventh Seal – Revelation 7: Several 
times in the Revelation, a series of seemingly connected events are 
interrupted in order to elaborate about the nature of the times and how 
God is dealing with evil and preserving His own. It may be helpful to 
keep this in mind as a kind of outline to chapters 4-18: three sets of 
judgments are presented with interruptions for elaboration. The first of 
these breaks occurs between the sixth and seventh seals.  
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1. The 144,000 – 7:1-8: Chapter 7 contrasts the bedlam on earth with 

the peace and security of those who belong to Christ, emphasizing 
God’s mindfulness of His own whenever He sends judgment (either 
throughout history or in the end-times).  

a. Sealing: Four angels are told not to harm the earth until 
God’s servants are sealed. In the New Testament, “sealing” 
represents ownership by God (2 Corinthians 1:21-22, 
Ephesians 1:13-14, 4:30). In Revelation, it also represents 
protection from His wrath, in contrast to those who receive 
the “mark of the beast” (chapter 14) and are the objects of 
God’s wrath. “Sealing” never guarantees believers of 
freedom from physical harm or danger in any age, but it is 
God’s pledge of eternal security.  

b. Identity of the 144,000: Dispensationalists believe this is the 
number of special group of Jewish men that come to Christ 
during the Tribulation and evangelize, in fulfillment of 
passages that speak of God bringing Israel to repentance in 
the last days (Zechariah 12:10-13, Romans 11:26-32). Since 
the number “twelve” symbolizes completion, others believe 
144,000 (a multiple of twelve) symbolizes the entire Church 
(spiritual Israel) and is a reminder that God is mindful of 
every one of His own, throughout the Church age and in the 
Tribulation.  

c. Omission of Dan: The tribe of Dan is omitted from the list of 
twelve tribes without explanation. One suggestion is its 
association with idolatry (Judges 18:18-19, 1 Kings 12:29-
30).vi To keep the number of tribes at twelve, Manasseh (one 
of Joseph’s two sons) is listed separately from the tribe of 
Joseph.  

2. The Great Multitude – 7:9-17: While the 144,000 are said to be on 
earth, the remainder of chapter 7 describes a great multitude that is 
in heaven. For many, it is the same group, with the beginning of the 
chapter portraying the Church on earth and second half showing the 
Church glorified in heaven. However, dispensationalists distinguish 
between Jewish Christians and Gentile Christians in the 
Tribulation. For them, the 144,000 are the Jewish evangelists, while 
the great multitude represents martyred gentile believers of the 
Tribulation period. They see the church as having been raptured in 
4:1 and of these both groups as distinct from the Church, in that 
they did not respond to Christ prior to the rapture.  

iv. The Seventh Seal – Revelation 8-11: Upon the opening of the seventh 
seal, there is a half an hour of silence in heaven.  
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1. Sequential Theory: Some futurists hold that the seals, trumpets, 

and bowls are sequential judgments that unfold, in history, one after 
another, with the seventh seal and seventh trumpet revealing or 
introducing the next set of judgments (the seventh seal introduces 
the seven trumpets of judgment, and the seventh trumpet introduces 
the seven bowls of judgment). Those who take this view see the 
silence in heaven as representing a lull before the storm of even 
greater judgments that come in the trumpets and bowls. The saints 
under the altar have asked for vengeance. Some see the trumpet 
judgments as the answer to their plea.  

2. Simultaneous Theory: Others hold to a simultaneous theory, 
pointing out the correspondence between the silence that follows 
the seventh seal and the statements, “the kingdom of the world has 
become the kingdom of the Lord and of His Christ” and “It is 
done!” in the seventh trumpet and seventh bowl. For them, the 
seventh seal, seventh trumpet and seventh bowl all represent the 
end of the world and the coming of Christ’s kingdom. God’s 
judgment on the nations is retold three times for the purpose of 
emphasis (seals, trumpets, and bowls), affirming its certainty. 

v. The First Four Trumpets – Revelation 8: As with the seals, the first four 
trumpets share a pattern. The final three trumpets are called “woes,” 
reflecting their severe and direct impact on the earth and its inhabitants. 
Some of the bowls are reminiscent of the plagues of Egypt (Exodus 7-11).  

1. First Trumpet: The first trumpet results in one third of the earth 
being burned. 

2. Second Trumpet: With the second trumpet, one third of sea life is 
destroyed.  

3. Third Trumpet: The third trumpet calls for one-third of the earth’s 
fresh water supply to turn bitter.  

4. Fourth Trumpet: With the fourth, one-third of the heavenly bodies 
will be darkened.  

vi. The Fifth and Sixth Trumpets – Revelation 9 
1. Fifth Trumpet (First “Woe”): When the fifth trumpet sounds, 

locusts torment all who do not have God’s seal for five months. 
Locusts are an Old Testament symbol of judgment (the book of 
Joel). These particular “locusts” rise from the Abyss, the home of 
demons (Luke 8:31), and are described as scorpion-like creatures 
who put the people they attack into such agony that they long for 
death. Their leader is Apollyon, a Greek name that means 
“Destroyer.” In Hebrew, it is “Abaddon” (9:11), a name that several 
of the Roman emperors who persecuted Christians called 
themselves. This is an example of John using images that were 
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familiar to his first-century audience. Nero and Domitian were 
types of the coming Antichrist.  

2. Sixth Trumpet (Second “Woe”): The sixth trumpet is introduced by 
“a voice coming from the horns of the golden altar that is before 
God” (9:13). According to earlier passages, this altar represents the 
prayers of the saints (5:8, 8:3). We are once again reminded that 
God’s judgments follow the prayers of His people for vindication. 
With this trumpet, a demonic-like army of two million horse-
mounted soldiers, with fire, smoke, and sulfur coming from their 
horses’ mouths and snake-like tails that can inflict injury, kills one-
third of mankind. Verses 18 and 10 calls the fire, smoke, and sulfur 
“plagues.” Many interpretations of these plagues have been offered.  

3. Refusal to Repent: 9:20-21 indicate that despite all of their misery, 
those upon whom these plagues fall will refuse to repent. 
Apparently, these judgments are warnings of what is to come and 
these people still could repent but refuse. While these judgments 
foretell future end-times events, they also speak of the proud nature 
of humans living in defiance of the living God throughout the 
Church age and the misery they feel as they progressively harden 
their hearts against Him (a type of judgment by God). 

vii. Interlude Between the Sixth and Seventh Trumpet – Revelation 10:1-
11:14: Between the sixth and seventh trumpet, we find a second interlude.  

1. Chapter 10 contains three main ideas: that there is more to the 
mystery of the Revelation than John has revealed, for some of it 
was to be “sealed up” (10:3-4), that a mighty angel will decree no 
further delay in God’s judgment (10:1-2, 5-7), and that John’s call 
to prophecy was affirmed. He was told to eat a scroll. It was sweet 
in his mouth but turned sour in his stomach. As a student of the Old 
Testament, John would have been familiar with God’s call on the 
prophet Ezekiel (Ezekiel 2:1-3:7) and the testimony of the prophet 
Jeremiah (Jeremiah 15:16). Both of these prophets spoke of the 
receiving of God’s word as sweet but the sharing of the message of 
God’s judgment as painful.  

2. Chapter 11 tells of John measuring the Temple and of two 
witnesses. In one sense, chapter 11 continues to be an interlude 
between the sixth and seventh trumpets (the second and third 
“woes”), but since 11:14 says, “the second woe has passed; the 
third woe is coming,” we could also understand the events 
surrounding the Temple and the two witnesses to be a part of the 
sixth trumpet. We also find in this chapter the first mention of a 
period of 3-1/2 years (1260 days or 42 months, or a “time and times 
and half a time”). 
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a. Three and One-Half Years   

i. The period of 3-1/2 years finds its origin in the book of 
Daniel. Early Jewish and Christian interpreters alike 
understood it to refer to the reign of Antichrist. An 
initial fulfillment of Daniel’s prophecy took place 
between the Old and New Testaments in the reign of 
Antiochus Epiphanes, but that event foreshadowed the 
last years of world history under the Antichrist.vii  

ii. One’s view about the 3-1/2 years is directly tied to 
one’s view of the two witnesses of chapter 11, all of 
the events in chapter 12, and the beast of chapter 13. 
To some, the 3-1/2 years represents the entire Church 
age. Others believe it refers to a specific end-times 
period of increased tribulation. Those who think it 
represents a literal 3-1/2 years see it as the second half 
of the seven-year Tribulation and refer to this latter 
half as “The Great Tribulation.” These scholars tend to 
see the remainder of Revelation (through chapter 19) 
as describing this 3-1/2-year period.   

b. The Temple, Altar, and Holy City: Many literalists believe 
the temple of chapter 11 is one that will be built when Jewish 
sacrifices are reinstated during the Tribulation. Others see the 
measuring of the temple as another symbol of God’s 
preservation and protection of a faithful remnant (either of 
Jewish believers or the Church).  

c. The Two Witnesses: There are many ideas about the identity 
of the two witnesses who minister during the 3-1/2-year 
period. Among those who view the witnesses as two actual 
figures, some see them as the prophets Moses and Elijah, 
returned to earth. Others give them alternate identities. Since 
there is such unity in what the two witnesses do and what 
happens to them, still others believe they represent the united 
body of believers (Jews and Gentiles), either in the end-times 
or throughout the history of the Church. 

d. The Great City: The responsibility of Christ’s Church is to 
bear witness of Him, and for this the “two witnesses” are 
martyred in the “great city.” If the witnesses are two future 
personalities, the “great city” where they are killed could be 
Jerusalem, since it is said to be where “also their Lord was 
crucified” (11:8). But many believe John had Rome in mind, 
in which case the word “city” may represent a revived 
Roman Empire in the end-times. Some believe that the 
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western hemisphere today is still Roman to the core in 
philosophy and attitude. Regardless, this city also seems to 
be a metaphor for the secular world.  

e. The Beast: Revelation 11:7 suddenly introduces the “beast,” 
as the one who kills the two witnesses. This beast is the 
Antichrist of chapter 13 but also those who seek to silence 
the church’s witness throughout Church history. The beast’s 
apparent victory over the two witnesses only lasts for a short 
period. After 3-1/2 days, the witnesses are resurrected and 
called up to God.  

3. Purpose of chapters 10:1-11:14: We have said that the purpose of 
the interludes in Revelation is to explain the nature of the times and 
how God is dealing with evil and preserving His own. More 
specifically, this interlude between the sixth and seventh trumpets 
drives home the importance of the witness of the Christian 
community.  

viii. The Seventh Trumpet (Third “Woe”) – Revelation 11:15-19: The 
sounding of the seventh trumpet is accompanied by the announcement, 
“The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of 
his Christ and He will reign for ever and ever” (11:15). At the 
announcement, the twenty-four elders fall down in worship. Their 
worship chorus describes the consummation of the ages: the dead are 
judged and the faithful rewarded. Apparently, we aren’t yet told about the 
nature of this last trumpet (third “woe”), but only given the result of it.  

 
Summary Statement: In studying Revelation, it is important to remember to return to the 
“plain things.” God will ultimately judge all evil. The judgments of these chapters include 
war, destruction, suffering and death. That much is plain, but these judgments raise the often-
asked question of the relationship between God and evil.  
 
Some might wonder whether initiating these judgments doesn’t make God a partner of evil. 
From beginning to end, the Bible teaches that God is holy and entirely good. His justice 
cannot be separated from the rest of His attributes. He would not be good if He were not just.  
Two scenes in book of Job give glimpses behind the “curtain” of the physical world, in which 
Satan presents himself to God to gain permission to test a godly man named Job. God set 
parameters for Satan, telling him what He would and would not allow Satan to do. Similarly, 
in the fifth trumpet judgment, locusts are permitted to come out of the Abyss only after an 
angel was given a key to open it. The locusts are then told what they may and may not harm. 
While the text is not explicit, some have suggested that the seal and trumpet judgments may 
even result from mankind’s poor stewardship of the earth. Regardless, what is clear is that 
God does not author evil, but it is under His control and He will ultimately judge it.  
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Principle: God does not author evil, but it is under His control and He will ultimately judge 
it.  
 
Application: John’s first-century readers were being persecuted for their faith. What is evil 
impacting your life today? Although God’s sealing assures us of our eternal hope and home, 
we should not expect that He will keep evil from touching us when He permitted evil men to 
kill His own Son. Paul said that our real struggle “is not against flesh and blood, but against 
the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world, and against the 
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms” (Ephesians 6:12).  
 
Are you aware that a war is being waged in the heavenly realm, and that you have invisible 
but very real enemies? To the degree God permits them, they will suggest thoughts and 
arrange circumstances to try to discourage, distract, or disarm you, lead you into sin, and 
ultimately, convince you to forget about God or deny your faith. What Satan intended to 
destroy Job, God ultimately used to strengthen his faith.  
 
Transition: A battle is raging in the spiritual world that is being played out on earth.   
Chapters 12-14 represent an interlude between the seven trumpets and seven bowls that 
emphasizes this spiritual battle. These chapters give insight into the nature of the conflict and 
its key characters.  
 

II. Nature of the Conflict and Key Figures – Revelation 12-14  
A. The Woman and the Dragon – Revelation 12: For the first time in Revelation, 

John writes of the appearance of “signs,” a term he used in his gospel to refer to 
miracles that held a deeper, spiritual significance. The three characters 
highlighted in chapter 12 are a woman, a dragon, and the woman’s child (whom 
commentators agree virtually unanimously agree is Christ).  

i. The Scene Described: As the woman prepares to give birth, the dragon 
stands ready to devour her child. Instead, the child is snatched up to God 
and the woman flees to the wilderness for 3-1/2 years. The next scene 
shows war in heaven, in which Michael and his angels cast the dragon and 
his angels to earth. The dragon then pursues the woman, but when he sees 
that she is protected, he wages war against the rest of her offspring, “those 
who keep God’s commands and hold fast their testimony about Jesus.” 

ii. The Personages: While a few Bible students identify the woman as Jesus’ 
mother, Mary, the fact that John calls her a “sign” suggests that she 
represents something more than a solitary figure: perhaps the nation of 
Israel (who suffered while awaiting the birth of the Messiah) or the early 
messianic community, which separated from the larger Jewish community 
in order to prepare for the Messiah’s first advent (John the Baptists and 
his followers would have been part of this community. Verse 9 identifies 
the dragon as “the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray.”   
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iii. Interpretations  

1. The Dragon’s Attempt to Kill the Child: The dragon’s attempt to 
kill the child is usually understood to represent Satan’s attempt to 
kill Christ in His infancy through Herod (Matthew 2:13-18). The 
dragons seven heads and ten horns identify him with the first beast 
in chapter 13, the Antichrist.  

2. War in Heaven: Verse 7 says, “Then war broke out in heaven.”  
a. For some, the war is a retelling of the story of verses 1-6 

from the perspective of heaven. They see Satan’s defeat as 
having occurred in the events of Christ’s earthly life, death, 
and ascension. The voice in heaven announcing the coming 
of Christ’s kingdom refers to the beginning of the New 
Covenant age (or Church age), in which Satan “is filled with 
fury, because he knows that his time is short” (12:12).  

b. Others believe the war in heaven is an event that has not yet 
occurred but will happen in the middle of the seven-year 
Tribulation, marking the beginning of the Great Tribulation 
(the second 3-1/2 years) and resulting in the situation on 
earth worsening (since Satan is cast to earth and is furious).  

3. The Woman’s Flight to and Protection in the Wilderness  
a. The end of chapter 12 shows the woman being persecuted 

but preserved. For dispensationalists, who believe the woman 
represents the nation of Israel, this means that Satan will 
attempt to destroy the nation of Israel during the end-times 
Tribulation. When his attempts are frustrated, he resorts to 
persecuting “the rest of her offspring,” who are believing, 
messianic Jews.  

b. The woman’s flight and protection in the wilderness may 
also refer to the spiritual refuge God provides to those who 
face martyrdom (either in the end-times or throughout the 
Church age).  

 
B. The Two Beasts – Revelation 13: Chapter 13 portrays an evil trinity, in which 

Satan convinces the world that he is God and raises up a beast from the sea (the 
Antichrist) and a beast from the earth (an unholy spirit).viii The two beasts are the 
focus of the chapter. 
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i. The Beast of the Sea (Antichrist)  

1. The Beasts of Daniel 7: The description of this beast closely 
matches that of the four beasts of Daniel 7, especially the fourth 
beast, who represents the Roman Empire. There is little doubt John 
had first century Roman persecution of the church in view, but only 
in that it and every subsequent persecutor of the Church prefigure 
the persecutions that will come through the Antichrist and his 
government in the end-times Tribulation period.  

2. The Fatal Wound and “666”  
a. The beast of the Sea had a fatal wound that had been healed. 

A legend existed in John’s day that Nero would return to life 
from the abyss with hordes of demons. Many in the church 
believed that Domitian was this Nero “Redivivus (come back 
to life).” Perhaps the beast’s resurrection from a fatal wound 
foretells the Antichrist’s resurrection from a fatal 
assassination, but it may also represent the revival of the 
Roman Empire or a similar persecuting power during the 
reign of Antichrist.  

b. In Hebrew, Greek, and Latin, there was no numerical system, 
such as we have in English and Latin speaking countries 
today. Rather, each letter of the alphabet was assigned a 
numerical value. In a Hebrew game known as “Gematria,” 
words or names were disguised by being conveyed according 
to their numerical value. The number “666” may represent 
the value of the seven Hebrew letters denoting 50, 200, 6, 50, 
100, 60, and 200. Those seven Hebrew letters spell the name 
“Nero Caesar.” John probably took advantage of the legend 
about Nero’s return from the dead and the use of this number 
to represent his name (or Rome), to communicate in a way 
that would have been understandable to his first-century 
readers. Antiochus Epiphanes, Nero, Domitian, Hitler, and 
other evil rulers have all been “types” of Antichrist. 
Interestingly, the number falls short of “seven,” the number 
of perfection. Six is man’s number and today, “666” can be 
seen in the entire system of humanism. 

3. The Beast’s Character and Persecutions: The first beast of chapter 
13 is portrayed as an extremely charismatic and powerful figure. He 
is given authority over all the nations. The unbelieving inhabitants 
of the earth will worship him. He will wage war against God’s 
people. The saints are called on to endure patiently and remain 
faithful during his reign. 
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ii. The Beast of the Land (the False Prophet [19:20]) 

1. Role of the Second Beast: The second beast in chapter 13 supports 
the first. He deceives the world by performing great miracles and 
forces the world to worship the first beast. Under his supervision, 
anyone who does not receive the “mark of the beast” (the number 
“666”) cannot buy or sell. Those who take this passage literally 
believe that the economic system of the Tribulation will be a 
cashless system, in which individuals will be forced to have a literal 
mark of some kind in order to buy or sell. Others view the “mark” 
as a symbol of casting one’s allegiance fully into the camp of the 
Antichrist (and against Christ).  

2. Identity of the Second Beast: In 19:20, the second beast is called 
“the false prophet.” He may be an actual person or a religious 
power or movement (such as the papacy, a cultic priesthood, 
humanism, or some other religious movement of the day) that 
supports the Antichrist’s political power.  

 
C. The Lamb’s Triumph – Revelation 14: Chapter 14 contrasts the chaos brought 

on earth by the dragon and the two beasts with scenes of control in Heaven. 
i. The Song of the 144,000: The 144,000 from chapter 7 (either a special 

group of Jewish evangelists or all of the saints) are again pictured, only 
this time, standing with Christ on Mount Zion. Whether this is intended to 
be the Mount by that name in Israel or a reference to heaven is debated. 
They are pictured singing a song that only they could learn.   

ii. The Encouragement and Warning of Three Angels: Three angels appear. 
The first proclaims the gospel and warns that the hour of judgment is at 
hand. The second cries out that Babylon the Great has fallen (“Babylon” 
is discussed more fully in chapters 17-18). The third warns that those who 
align themselves with the beast will receive the full fury of God’s wrath 
and be forever tormented in hell.  

iii. The Earth Harvested: Two reapers are portrayed at the end of chapter 14. 
The first seems to represent Christ gathering His church at the end of the 
age and the second, the gathering of all unbelievers for judgment. This 
judgment is depicted as involving a great bloodbath (some believe verse 
20 describes the final battle of Armageddon, mentioned as the result of 
the sixth bowl in 16:16). The verses are a reminder that judgment is 
certain and imminent and that God has patiently given warning after 
warning. 
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Summary Statement: Chapters 12-14 represent an interlude between the trumpet 
judgments and the bowl judgments that emphasizes the war between the Lamb and the 
dragon and its impact on earth. Every human being either worships the Lamb or worships the 
dragon and his beast. 
 
Principle: What or whom we worship defines us.   
 
Application: Do not be fooled into thinking that rejecting the “mark of the beast” and 
refusing to worship the Antichrist is or will be easy. Revelation presents the dragon and his 
beasts as extremely winsome and powerful. They operate by deception. Jesus called Satan “a 
liar and the Father of Lies” (John 8:44). He does not “show his hand” but presents himself as 
something good and attractive. In the words of Paul, he masquerades as an “angel of light” (2 
Corinthians 11:14).  
 
Which attractive and seemingly good things or people are you currently tempted to love more 
than you love Christ? Words mean little; the way we live reveals what we truly worship. 
Faithfulness to the end requires continual evaluation of our loves and priorities. The spiritual 
war around us is being cunningly and powerfully waged and will only intensify as the end 
draws near. 
 
Transition: Now that the key figures and the nature of the conflict have been clarified, John 
describes God’s last judgments on the nations: the seven “bowls.” 
 

III. The Bowl Judgments – Revelation 15-18  
A. The Seven Bowls – Revelation 15-16  

i. Relationship to Trumpets: The bowl judgments of chapter 16 bear great 
similarity to the seven trumpet judgments. For example, the second of 
each damages the seas, the third the world’s fresh waters, and the fourth, 
the light and heat reaching earth from the heavenly bodies. The major 
difference is that with the trumpets, only one-third of the world is 
impacted by each judgment. As stated, some believe the seal and trumpet 
judgments serve as warnings. However, the impact of the bowls is total. If 
the former judgments represent warnings, the bowls depict outright 
punishment.  

ii. The Saints and the Bowl Judgments – Revelation 15  
1. Chapter 15 speaks of “another great and marvelous sign”: seven 

angels with seven last plagues. The use of the term “plague” is 
interesting, since as with the trumpets, these judgments 
resemblance to plagues of Egypt. John wrote that with these 
plagues, God’s wrath would be complete.  
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2. As the saints hold harps and sing a heavenly song of praise, seven 

angels emerge holding seven golden bowls filled with the wrath of 
God. In 5:8, the golden bowls were the prayers of the saints, 
perhaps suggesting a correlation between prayer and God’s 
retribution.  

iii. Seven Bowls 
1. The First Bowl: With the first bowl, ugly, painful, and apparently 

untreatable (16:11) sores are poured out on those who have the 
mark of the beast. 

2. The Second Bowl: The second bowl kills all sea life. 
3. The Third Bowl: The third bowl turns all fresh waters to blood.  
4. The Fourth Bowl: The fourth bowl is poured on the sun, allowing it 

to scorch people with fire.  
5. The Fifth Bowl: The fifth bowl results in agonizing darkness.  
6. The Sixth Bowl: The sixth trumpet dries up the Euphrates River, in 

preparation of the movement of troops for the final battle of human 
history, called “Armageddon.” Almost all scholars agree that these 
last two bowls tell of the end of world history. 

a. Armageddon: Some think the term “Armageddon” is 
symbolical of the final overthrow of evil, but others believe it 
is a physical location where the final battle between the 
forces of evil and Jesus Christ will be fought. It is often 
identified as the plain of Jezreel in northern Israel.  

b. Drying of the Euphrates: Literalists understand the drying up 
of the river as allowing forces of the eastern world to descend 
upon the Holy Land of Israel. For others, the drying of the 
river symbolizes the removal of any hindrance that would 
prevent the evil forces of the world from doing battle with 
the Messiah.  

c. Kings of the East: The dragon (Satan), the beast (Antichrist), 
and the false prophet (the second beast of chapter 13), lure 
the kings of east into gathering for battle “on the great day of 
God Almighty.” Some believe these kings represent entities 
that are loyal to the beast (Antichrist) and will battle against 
the Messiah. They are variously identified as the ten so-
called lost tribes of Israel, the lands of Iraq, Iran, and 
Afghanistan, the rising powers of countries in the Orient, or 
more generally, pagan hordes who will join with the kings of 
the whole world in the battle. Others see these kings as 
representing the rebellion of many nations against the beast 
as his world empire begins to deteriorate under the bowls of 
God’s judgment.  
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d. Behold, I am Coming: In the midst of John’s description of 

this final battle, Jesus interjects a warning that He is coming 
and that the faithful must remain alert. It seems to indicate a 
connection between the battle of Armageddon and the 
Second Coming of Christ. 

7. The Seventh Bowl: With the declaration from God’s throne, “It is 
done,” lightening and thunder issue forth, and the greatest 
earthquake mankind has ever known splits the “great city” into 
three parts and collapses the cities of the nations. 
 

B. The Great Harlot and the City of Babylon – Revelation 17-18: These chapters 
more fully describe the last bowl, explaining exactly what is overthrown at 
God’s command, “It is done!” (16:17).  

i. Babylon 
1. Ancient Babylon: After the great flood that God brought on the 

ancient, prehistoric world in Noah’s day, a man named Nimrod 
built the city of Babylon as part of his kingdom (Genesis 10:10-11). 
Babylon is said to be the place where all false religion originated. 
Later in history, it was the capital of the Babylonian Empire. The 
Babylonians were the enemies of Israel and eventually overthrew 
Jerusalem and deported its residents. Throughout the Bible, 
“Babylon” (referred to about 300 times) represents all that is 
opposed to God and His people.  

2. A First Century Code: In John’s day, “Babylon was a term used by 
both Jews and Christians for Rome (2 Baruch 11:1; 1 Peter 5:13).”ix 
Thus, some understand the “Babylon” of chapters 17-18 to be a 
literal city in which the Antichrist will have his headquarters, but it 
may simply be a symbol of the worldwide, humanistic system that 
opposes God.  

3. The Women of Chapters 17-18: Kings, nations, and people of the 
earth are said to commit adultery with both “the woman on the 
beast” in Revelation 17 (17:2) and “Babylon the Great” in 
Revelation 18 (18:3, 9). Both clearly represent forces that oppose 
God. While many scholars see the woman (the harlot) of chapter 17 
and the Babylon of chapter 18 as one and the same, some believe 
that the woman in chapter 17 is a description of apostate religion 
while the woman of chapter 18 represents commerce and 
economics (indicating either a seat of political power or 
antichristian government in general).  

ii. The Mystery of the Woman and the Beast Explained – Revelation 17: In 
17:7-18, an angel explains the mystery of the woman and the beast upon 
which she rides.   
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1. The Beast on which the Woman Rides: The woman is closely 

associated with the beast. The beast on which she rides is described 
in the same way as the Antichrist of chapter 13 (having seven heads 
and ten horns, having once been but now not and yet will arise from 
the Abyss and go to final judgment [“destruction,” 17:8]).  

2. The Beast’s Seven Heads: The angel explains that the beast’s seven 
heads are seven hills on which the woman sits (a description of 
Rome) but also seven kings. Five of these kings had fallen. The five 
empires that had fallen in John’s day were Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, 
Medo-Persia, and Greece. The sixth would have been Rome (the 
one that “is” [17:10]) and the seventh, either a collective title for all 
antichristian governments since the fall of Rome or the end-times 
government of the Antichrist. The Antichrist is described as an 
eighth king (apparently the leader of the seventh) who rules over 
the final world empire.  

3. The Beasts Ten Horns: These ten horns are usually associated with 
the ten toes in the vision of Daniel 2 and believed by some to 
represent a coalition of ten European countriesx that will align 
themselves with the beast to ultimately make war on the Lamb. 
Others suggest that ten is symbolic of a great number of rulers who 
will be in league with the Antichrist, perhaps even including 
spiritual forces of evil in the invisible heavenly realm.xi Still others 
take the number ten to represent antichristian cultural powers, such 
as art, education, commerce, etc.  

4. The Lamb’s Triumph: The angel announces that the Lamb will 
triumph over these “because He is Lord of lords and King of kings 
– and with Him will be His called, chosen, and faithful followers” 
(17:14).  

5. The Beast’s Hatred for the Prostitute: 17:15-17 seem to indicate 
that in order to accomplish His purposes, God will eventually put it 
in the beast’s heart to turn against Babylon. Some believe the 
Antichrist will use false religion for a time but then overthrow it in 
order to set up worship of himself. One scholar comments: 
“Wicked men are not just one happy band of brothers. Being 
wicked, they give way to jealousy and hatred. At the climax their 
mutual hatreds will result in mutual destruction.”xii 

iii. The Babylon of Chapter 18: The most obvious teaching of chapter 18 is 
the complete overthrow of evil. Two cries come from heaven announcing 
that Babylon has fallen. An appeal is made to God’s people to “Come out 
of her” (18:4), either a call to Tribulation saints to separate themselves 
from this evil or more generally, a call to the church to separate itself 
from evil.   
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Summary Statement: While God has given warning after warning about the coming 
judgment, most of the earth’s inhabitants will persist in their rebellion and refuse to repent 
(9:20-21; 16:9, 11, 21).  
 
The book of Romans teaches that when individuals choose to persist in sin, God hands them 
over to their own desires. Apart from His grace, sinful man continues to harden himself 
against God and His ways, even when doing so is unreasonable. They have no fear of God.  
 
Principle: An appropriate fear of God will keep us from becoming the enemy’s victim.  
 
There are some people who live with absolutely no fear of God. They may have a sense of 
guilt and dread deep in their hearts, but since they do not love God, they do not have enough 
healthy respect for Him to repent. Revelation 16 tells us, “Men gnawed their tongues in 
agony, and cursed the God of heaven because of the pains and their sores, but they refused to 
repent of what they had done… they cursed God on account of the plague” (16:10-11, 21). 
We all know people like this. Their lives are in shambles, but rather than repent, their fist is 
in God’s face. They are very spiritually unhealthy and in great danger. 
 
Then, there are some people who fear God, but their fear is not an appropriate fear. Many of 
these people go to church and acknowledge God as Creator and as authoritative in a general 
sense, but they don’t really want Him involved in their lives. Like the first group, they 
haven’t embraced God’s love for them, and thus, they can’t respond in love toward Him. 
They are not hostile as the first group is, but they are still spiritually unhealthy since they 
have no real relationship with God.  

 
God’s true people have an appropriate and healthy fear of Him, one that is balanced with 
love. A healthy fear includes awe and reverent respect but not terror and dread. Fearing God 
appropriately is like getting the first button on your shirt buttoned correctly. It is not hard to 
miss getting the first button in the right hole, and when we do the rest of the buttons are all 
out of place. But it is also not hard to get the first button in the right place, and when we do 
the rest of the buttons easily line up. When we appropriately fear God, other issues we may 
encounter in serving Him fall into line much more easily and we can resist the enemy’s 
temptations. 
 

Conclusion 
 

You and I have been deeply impacted by the spiritual war that has been waged throughout 
the ages. As it continues to heat up, will the hardships you may suffer cause you to resent 
God? Or do you have an awe-filled respect and love for Him that will keep you from 
becoming the enemy’s victim? Now is the time to heed God’s warnings and choose the 
winning side of the battle.  
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