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Acts 2: Lesson Five, Hebrews, Part 2 

Hebrews 8-13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Introduction 
 

No one escapes this life without trouble (John 16:33). At some time in your life, you have 
probably faced trouble that has absolutely overwhelmed you, that makes sleep difficult, that 
keeps you from concentrating well, that seems to interfere with every aspect of your life – a 
problem that is beyond your control and offers no avenue of escape.  
 
Probably sometime just before the destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem (AD 70), the 
unidentified writer of Hebrews wrote to Jewish believers facing intense hardship and under 
pressure to defect from their Christian faith. We aren’t told what circumstances or which 
persons (perhaps Jewish family members or members of the circumcision party) encouraged 
their defection. All we know is that the readers were wondering if their Christian faith was 
enough to see them through their troubles.  
 
Your hardships may not tempt you to abandon your faith for Judaism, but to what or whom 
do you primarily turn? To friends? To mind-numbling entertainment? To food? To pills? 
How do trials typically impact your faith? Have you at times been tempted to believe that 
God secretly enjoys your pain, that He isn’t hearing your prayers, or that He may not love 
you after all? Maybe you’ve privately doubted whether He is really powerful enough to do 
anything about your situation. Have you, at times, been embittered by hardship and tempted 
to think of God as more of an enemy than a friend?  
 
The writer of Hebrews warned his readers against the dangers of such thinking and urgently 
encouraged them to persevere in their faith. In chapters 1-7, he argued that Jesus is better and 
has accomplished something better than anyone or anything to which they might turn. He 
included several very serious warnings about the danger of turning back. In the last half of 
his letter, his urgency and warnings did not abate. He encouraged us to persevere in light of 
what God has given us and where He is taking us. In chapters 8-10, he showed that God has 
given us a new and better promise, a new “covenant.” In chapters 11-13, he reminds us where 
God is taking us. In the past, faithful people have persevered because they had vision that 
extended beyond the present into eternity. Is this your focus when trouble hits?  
 
 

Subject: The writer of Hebrews encouraged his readers to “run the race” of the faith with perseverance by reminding them of 
the superior new covenant and giving them examples of faithful people.  

Main Idea: When life gets hard, God wants us to remember what He has given us and where He is taking us.  
Principles: 

1. The new covenant of grace is God’s unconditional promise that He will save those who put their faith in Jesus. 
2. People of enduring faith look right through their difficulties to the joy that lies ahead.  
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I. A Better Covenant – Hebrews 8-10 

A. Continuity Between the Covenants – 8:1-6: In the Old Testament, God 
operated with His people on the basis of a covenant. In the New Testament, He 
operates under a different covenant. The writer introduced this idea in chapter 7, 
saying that “Jesus has become the guarantor of a better covenant” (verse 22). 
The opening verses of chapter 8 introduce the themes of the new covenant and 
the true tabernacle where Christ serves. Verses 1-6 indicate that the new 
covenant is superior to the old and that the tabernacle Moses built was a shadow 
of the true, heavenly tabernacle. In other words, although the new covenant and 
true heavenly tabernacle are greater, there is continuity between them and the 
older forms.  
 

B. Our High Priest Mediates a New Covenant – 8:6-9:1: The new and better 
covenant was not an afterthought on God’s part. In the last half of chapter 8, the 
writer reminds us of this by quoting from Jeremiah 31, where God promised to 
make a new covenant with His people. Jesus Himself referred to this new 
covenant at the Last Supper (Luke 22:20), saying it was “the new covenant in 
my blood, which is poured out for you.”  

i. Established on a Better Promise – 8:6: Although the writer could have 
used a different Greek word for “covenant” that emphasizes mutual 
agreement,i the word he chose (diatheke) specifies that the new covenant 
is one-sided, like a will (9:16-17). In this new covenant, one party is 
powerless to do anything besides accept its terms. In and of itself, there 
was nothing wrong with the old covenant. It was a good covenant, but it 
did have conditions that had to be met in full by the beneficiaries. The 
problem was with the people. They were unable to keep all of them. Only 
Jesus has ever, or could ever, meet all the conditions. Therefore, in order 
that we might be brought to glory with Him (2:10), God established a 
new, irrevocable covenant that was based on “better promises” (8:6). It 
was not contingent on our obedience but rendered fully effective by Jesus’ 
blood (9:12, Luke 22:20).  

ii. Nature of the New Covenant – 8:7-13  
1. Main Characteristic: According to Jeremiah 31, the main 

characteristics of this new covenant would be these:  
a. God’s laws would not be enforced by a code but would be 

effectively put into our minds and written on our hearts. 
These internal realities occur by the transforming power of 
the Holy Spirit.  

b. God would be our God and we would be His people. In other 
words, fellowship between God and His people would be 
fully restored.  



 

D. A. Hammond                                            GOD OF THE WORD: Acts 2                                         Copyright © 2017, 2021 All rights reserved.  

3 
c. The knowledge of the Lord would belong to all people (not 

just prophets and priests). 
d. The covenant would include the forgiveness of sins. 

Although the former covenant offered ritual purification 
through animal sacrifices, those sacrifices could not in and of 
themselves take away sins. Complete and final forgiveness 
only came through Christ’s sacrifice. The former sacrifices 
merely anticipated His sacrifice.  

e. The old covenant was man-focused and demanded complete 
adherence to the Mosaic Law (Leviticus 18:5; Romans 10:5). 
The new covenant requires faith and is God-focused. God 
said, “I will put my laws in their minds,” “I will write them 
on their hearts,” and “I will forgive their sins.” The old 
covenant was a covenant of law; the new covenant is a 
covenant of grace. Grace and faith go together, just as law 
and works go together. The Law says, “Work enough and 
you will live.” Grace says, “The work is done. Believe and 
live!” 

2. A New Covenant with Whom? Jeremiah 31:31 says that God would 
establish this new covenant with “the people of Israel and with the 
people of Judah.” As previously discussed, the writer was probably 
addressing a Jewish audience; perhaps this is the reason he did not 
specifically address Gentiles coming to share in the blessings of 
this covenant at this point. However, he had already confirmed that 
those who come to “share in Christ” do so by faith in Christ’s 
person and work (3:14, 4:3, 5:9, 7:25; also Galatians 3-4, Romans 
9-11). Gentile believers thus share in the covenant blessings. 

 
C. Our High Priest Made a Superior Sacrifice – 9:1-10:18 

i. Worship Regulations of the Old Covenant – 9:1-10: Chapter 8 ends with 
the statement that the new covenant renders the old covenant obsolete.  

1. Ritual provisions were at the core of the old covenant. The 
Israelites worshipped at a tabernacle with an outer room (the Holy 
Place) and an interior room (the Most Holy Place) that were 
separated by a thick curtain. The Most Holy Place was a 
representation of God’s throne room and the Ark of the Covenant 
within it represented God’s throne. The high priest was the only 
one permitted to enter this inner, most holy sanctuary, and even he 
was only able to enter it once a year, on the Day of Atonement 
(Leviticus 16). On this day, the high priest first had to offer 
sacrifices for his own sins and then for the sins of the people. 
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2. The writer of Hebrews explained that the repetition of this annual 

procedure illustrates the inadequacy of those sacrifices to clear the 
worshippers’ consciences and that these Old Covenant rituals were 
merely shadows of the coming reality. The true provision for 
entering God’s holy presence with a clear conscience was not 
disclosed until the time of Christ.  

ii. The Greater Realities – 9:11-10:18: In the middle of chapter 9, the writer 
described the realities that the Old Covenant had foreshadowed.   

1. The True Tabernacle – 9:11: The first is the reality foreshadowed 
by the Old Testament tabernacle. The book of Exodus indicates that 
God showed Moses a pattern that Moses was to follow exactly in 
building the tabernacle (Exodus 25:8). In John’s revelation of 
heaven, he mentions seeing some of the furnishings of the 
tabernacle. This and other statements by the prophets have led some 
scholars to conclude that the prototype for Moses’ tabernacle is a 
physical structure that exists in heaven.ii The alternative view is that 
the things related to the tabernacle that John (and the prophets) saw 
in heaven were symbols of incomprehensible truths. Revelation 
21:22 seems to support this theory: “I did not see a temple in the 
[heavenly] city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are 
its temple.” iii Whether heaven contains a temple or heaven is the 
temple, the Hebrews writer’s point is that in offering His own 
blood, Jesus did not enter a temporal representation of God’s throne 
room but entered God’s true, heavenly throne room.  

2. Jesus’ Blood – 9:12-10:18: The Old Covenant animal sacrifices 
foreshadowed a second reality: the atoning work of Christ.  

a. The animals used in the Old Covenant sacrifices had to be 
outwardly unblemished. Christ was truly “unblemished” 
(free from sin).  

b. While the animal sacrifices of the Old Covenant provided 
outward, ritual cleansing (9:13). Christ’s sacrifice cleanses 
man’s conscience with regard to our relationship to God.   

c. Finally, since Christ’s sacrifice was perfect and effectual, it 
did not have to be repeated; it was “once for all” (9:26). Our 
sins have been “forgiven [and] sacrifice for sin is no longer 
necessary” (10:18). 

 
D. Encouragement and Warning – 10:19-39: Having completed his arguments 

about Christ’s superiority and the good news of complete and final forgiveness 
of sins in Jesus, the writer issued another warning against rejecting such a great 
message and another call to persevere.  
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i. Encouragement to Draw Near – 10:19-25: Christ’s sacrifice has opened a 

new way into God’s presence. We no longer have to enter through the 
work of a human priest; we can come confidently and directly into God’s 
presence. The writer’s encouragement is that we draw near to God 
(10:22), hold unswervingly to the hope we profess (10:23), and spur one 
another on (10:24). In their hardships, his readers had apparently been 
sidetracked from the privilege of intimacy with God. They were also 
tempted to skip out on corporate worship and fellowship, but the writer 
urged them to continue gathering. Rather than using our hardships as an 
excuse to isolate ourselves, they are the very reason we need to draw near 
to Him and to each other. Our youngest daughter was hospitalized with a 
brain tumor when she was five years old. Night and day, I stayed in her 
hospital room with her. A friend who had recently endured a severe trial 
of her own encouraged me to use the bathroom in my daughter’s room, if 
necessary, as a place to be alone with the Lord daily. She knew I was 
exhausted, overwhelmed with communication and information, and could 
easily skip meeting with God. “This is where you will get your strength,” 
she said. Trials are indeed a time to draw near to God, not to withdraw.  

ii. Warning Against Rejecting the Message – 10:26-31 
1. This warning is against deliberately continuing to sin. By this, he 

does not mean to refer to the behavioral sins with which we all 
struggle. Rather, in keeping with the former warnings, he had in 
mind the deliberate and continuing rejection of Christ. Only God 
knows how long one can continue in this state without becoming 
too hardened to return (perhaps years), but at some point, “no 
sacrifice for sins is left,” only “a fearful expectation of judgment” 
(10:26-27). Harsh as this sounds, the consequence reflects the 
seriousness of rejecting Jesus Christ.  

2. The author was clear that he referred to a person who not only 
heard but also received the knowledge of the truth. If the person’s 
knowledge of the way of salvation had been inadequate, he or she 
might still be saved, but this is not the case being described.  

3. One writer called this phenomenon “the leukemia of 
noncommitment,”ivplaying around on the skirts of Christianity 
without ever really committing, a spiritual immaturity (Hebrews 
5:11-6:3) that professes faith in Christ but continually refuses to 
submit to His lordship. When a person is not fully committed to 
Christ and life gets hard, they are more prone to becoming 
frustrated that God is not removing the hardships and eventually, 
they often become outright angry with Him. Such a person is at risk 
of one day waking up and realizing that he no longer has any 
interest in the things of Christ.  
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iii. Call to Persevere – 10:32-39: The writer had confidence that this was not 

the situation with his readers. They did not belong to those who “shrink 
back” and are destroyed but to those who have faith and are saved. In fact, 
they had already proven this by enduring persecution, public insults, 
imprisonment, and the confiscation of their property. However, the 
warning was issued to remind them to keep on persevering. “Genuineness 
of the new birth is proved by persistence in faith.”v 

 
Summary Statement: The writer of Hebrews wanted his readers to have confidence in 
drawing near to God (10:22), knowing that they were under a new and better covenant of 
grace, and that He who has promised is faithful (10:23). 
 
Principle: The new covenant of grace is God’s unconditional promise that He will save those 
who put their faith in Jesus. 
 
Application: Perhaps you have asked the Lord to forgive your sins and to save you, but you 
lack assurance of salvation. God made an unconditional covenant of grace so that we would 
not need to lack assurance. Our confidence is in God’s promise to save those who put their 
faith in Jesus, who has done all the required work to activate this promise. Our confidence is 
in Him and what He has done, not in ourselves, and certainly not in our feelings. Some 
people have a euphoric experience at their conversion but others do not. Some experience 
immediate and radical release from bondage to sin, but for many, victory over sin comes 
gradually. Assurance of salvation is objectively grounded in God’s promise-keeping 
character. The Holy Spirit then subjectively confirms it in our hearts.  
 
On the other hand, the writer of Hebrews gave a serious warning that may be applied to those 
with false confidence of salvation, those who applaud truths from God’s word when they hear 
them (they “receive it” [10:26]), but then, as if they had just seen a good movie or play, they 
get up and leave the auditorium without being meaningfully impacted. Saving faith is more 
than just a casual glance at Jesus. It is a sincere and humbling gaze that leaves us on our 
knees in submission to Him and His lordship. Is there evidence that Christ’s lordship is 
impacting more and more areas of your life: your behavior, your desires, your decisions, and 
your goals? If not, you may have false confidence.  
 
Life is hard. When our troubles seem overwhelming, God wants His own children to 
remember what He’s given us: Assurance of salvation in Jesus by grace through faith. That 
is the new covenant. Once we have put our faith in Jesus, we need not fear. We are His and 
nothing can separate us from Him and from His love (Romans 8:31-39)! He has given us His 
unconditional promise, and His guarantee is great encouragement to persevere in trials.  
Transition: In chapter 11, the writer encouraged his readers to persevere by reminding them 
of the faith and perseverance of those who had gone before them. They knew where God was 
taking them! 
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II. The Eyes of Faith – Hebrews 11-13  

A. The Faithful – Hebrews 11:1 – 12:3 
i. The Nature of Faith – 11:1-2, 6: First, the writer made some observations 

about the nature of faith.  
1. Faith is Related to Hope and is Assurance of What We Do Not Yet 

See: The writer has just explained that the rituals and forms of 
Judaism are shadows of a greater reality. The Old Testament saints 
were not witnesses to the life and death of Christ. They did not 
have the New Testament record. They had not lived to see the 
greater reality. What they did have is confidence that God had 
something better planned for them. The ancients were commended 
for their faith that God would still do what had not yet happened.  

2. Faith Has a Starting Point  
a. Belief in a Creator is the foundational starting point for faith: 

if we do not believe God is the Creator of all things, we 
cannot believe in the Bible’s presentation of reality. Faith is 
not just wishful thinking. It is rooted in external evidence and 
the internal testimony of the conscience that “something 
more” (an unseen reality) exists. At one point in the past, the 
material world did not exist. The Bible teaches that God 
spoke it into existence. In other words, what is presently 
before our eyes only exists because of something unseen. 
That which was formed cannot be a greater reality than the 
One who formed it.  

b. Hebrews 11:6 says, “For without faith it is impossible to 
please God because anyone who comes to Him must believe 
that He exists and rewards those who earnestly seek Him.” 
Faith starts with an acknowledgement of God’s existence and 
belief that He wants us to seek Him and will reward us by 
revealing Himself when we do.   

3. The Inevitable Response of Faith is Obedience: The faith-filled 
people of the past demonstrated their faith by obedience. They 
risked looking foolish and at times, endured great hardship because 
they believed in God and His promises. Who were some of these 
people? 
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ii. Illustrations of Faithful People – 11:2-38 

1. Abel: A list of faith-filled people begins with Abel, the son of 
Adam and Eve. Abel and his brother Cain brought God offerings 
according to their occupations and what was available to them. God 
commended Abel for his offering but did not accept Cain’s. 
According to the writer of Hebrews, the problem with Cain’s 
offering wasn’t what Cain gave but his lack of faith. Abel “still 
speaks” in the sense that his faith continues today as an example of 
what pleases God. 

2. Enoch: Genesis only devotes four verses to Enoch’s life. The 
Genesis record indicates that Enoch’s extreme faithfulness in a 
corrupt age was so pleasing to God that God simply “took him 
away” to heaven (Genesis 5:24).  

3. Noah: God considered Noah the only righteous, faithful man 
remaining on the planet in his time (Genesis 6:6-9). Genesis 
indicates that up to that time, the ground was watered from streams 
that flowed to the earth’s surface from below (Genesis 7:11). It 
seems likely that the world had never before seen rain, let alone a 
flood. Yet when God warned Noah of a coming flood, Noah 
believed God, and “in holy fear” (Hebrews 11:7), built an ark to 
save his family.  

4. Abraham: Abraham is the premiere Old Testament example of 
faith. According to Genesis 15:6, “Abraham believed God and God 
credited it to him as righteousness.”  

a. Abraham lived in obedience to God, even though he never 
saw God’s promises fulfilled in his lifetime. God called 
Abraham to make his home in a foreign, distant land and in 
obedience, Abraham went, because “he was looking forward 
to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is 
God” (11:10). Today, we know that God kept His promises 
to Abraham by giving Canaan to his descendants and by 
making them as numerous as the stars. However, Abraham, 
his son Isaac, and his grandson Jacob never saw these things 
fulfilled in their lifetimes.  

b. Abraham’s wife Sarah bore Abraham a son after she was 
well-beyond her child-bearing years because she too 
“considered Him faithful who had made the promise.” 

c. Abraham was so confident in God’s promise to give him 
many descendants through “Isaac” (the promised son) that 
when God ordered Abraham to burn Isaac as a sacrifice, 
Abraham obeyed, reasoning that God could raise Isaac from 
the dead. As it turned out, God stopped Abraham from 
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killing Isaac at the last moment and provided a ram in 
substitute for Isaac. Nevertheless, Abraham’s willingness to 
obey God in something as hard as this is a model of true, 
saving faith. Saving faith is always evidenced by obedience.  

5. Isaac: Abraham’s son Isaac had twin sons, Jacob and Esau. Esau 
was the older twin and customarily, the father’s blessing was the 
oldest son’s birthright. Isaac was initially deceived into granting his 
blessing to Jacob, but he later realized that God intended for Jacob 
to have the blessing and re-conferred it on him (Genesis 28:1-4). 
Ultimately, Jacob’s blessings to both of his sons were given in light 
of the distant future (Genesis 27:27-29, 39-40).  

6. Jacob: Jacob also ignored human convention and blessed his 
younger grandson Ephraim over his older grandson Manasseh. He 
apparently did this in obedience by faith.    

7. Moses and His Parents 
a. Moses was born at a time when Jacob’s descendants were 

enslaved in Egypt and God’s promise that they would inherit 
Canaan was yet to be fulfilled. Although the king of Egypt 
had issued an edict to have all Hebrew baby boys killed 
(Exodus 1:22), Moses’ parents saw that he was no ordinary 
baby and hid him for three months. They apparently had a 
sense that God had a special plan for him, even though 
hiding him undoubtedly put their entire family at risk. Faith 
in unseen things gave them extraordinary courage.  

b. Moses was discovered by Pharaoh’s daughter, and rather 
than killing him, she took and raised him in the palace as her 
own son. But Christ revealed Himself to Moses at the 
burning bush (as “the Angel of the Lord” [Exodus 3:2]) and 
called Moses to lead His people out of Egypt. Although 
Moses had experienced every worldly advantage, he 
“regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value” 
(11:26). Since the writer’s first century readers were 
apparently being pressured to abandon their Christian faith, 
Moses’ example of persevering in the face of disgrace was 
especially fitting. Moses “persevered because he saw Him 
who is invisible” (11:27).  
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8. The Israelites: The Old Testament portrays the Israelites as 

typically, but not always, unfaithful. When God parted the Red Sea, 
both the Egyptians and the Israelites were courageous enough to 
cross through it. The Israelites’ faith was what kept God from 
releasing the waters on them, as He did on the Egyptians. The 
children of these Israelites fought against people much bigger and 
stronger than they were. Their first major battle was at Jericho. At 
God’s command, they marched around the walls of the city for 
seven days (not exactly a typical war strategy). They obeyed by 
faith and God caused the thick walls to crumble before them. 

9. Rahab: Rahab was a Gentile prostitute who happened to live in 
Jericho. She was so confident that God was working through the 
Israelites that she risked her life and cast her allegiance with them. 
According to Matthew 1, God honored her faith by placing her in 
the ancestral line of Christ.   

10.  Others – 11:32-38: The writer said there were more people of faith 
than he had time to name. He listed a few other Old Testament 
characters who he said were part of a faith-filled group who 
“conquered kingdoms, administered justice… shut the mouths of 
lions, quenched the fury of the flames, and escaped the edge of the 
sword; whose weakness was turned to strength; who became 
powerful in battle and routed foreign armies. [Who] received back 
their dead, were tortured, faced jeers and flogging…chains and 
imprisonment… were put to death by stoning; sawn in two; killed 
by the sword… went about in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, 
persecuted and mistreated… wandered in deserts and mountains, 
living in caves and in holes in the ground.” The world was not 
worthy of them.  

11. Conclusion – 11:38-40: The writer concluded that all of these were 
commended for their faith, “yet none of them received what had 
been promised.” Some experienced the fulfillment of specific 
promises, but none of them experienced the realities of the New 
Covenant Age; they only had shadows. This was all part of God’s 
better plan that we who live under the new covenant would inherit 
His promises along with them.    
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B. Warning Against Falling Short – Hebrews 12:1-3 

i. The Pioneer and Perfecter of Our Faith – 12:1-3: The clear implication 
throughout Hebrews is that perseverance in the faith is evidence of true 
salvation. In chapter 12, the writer urged his readers to persevere by fixing 
their eyes on Jesus. Perseverance in the faith would be costly, but none of 
us will endure what Jesus endured: For the joy of bringing many sons and 
daughters to glory with Him, He took our sins in His own body and bore 
them on the Cross. Jesus looked right through His suffering to the joy that 
lay ahead. Considering Him will keep us from growing weary and losing 
heart.  

ii. Endure Hardship as Discipline – 12:4-13: Furthermore, the writer pointed 
out that our hardships are evidence of God’s love. They are His tools to 
discipline and shape us. His discipline may not be pleasant at the time but 
results in a “harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been 
trained by it” (12:11).  

iii. A Choice to Make – 12:12-17: There are three possible responses to 
hardships: 

1. The first is to faint/be disabled. Thus, the writer urged us to 
“strength our feeble arms and weak knees” and “make level paths 
for our feet.” This involves strengthening one another, but it also 
involves keeping ourselves strong by maintaining healthy habits, 
especially spiritual habits (compare with 12:1). 

2. A second possible response to hardship is bitterness. In 12:14-17, 
the writer warned against falling short of God’s grace through a 
defiling root of bitterness and immorality (especially sexual 
immorality).  If we don’t believe that hardships are God’s loving 
means of discipline, we are likely to become bitter. If we remain in 
this condition, we will be tempted to look for comfort in sinful 
practices and eventually, find ourselves unable to change course. 
This is how Esau sealed his fate. The author reminded us that 
bitterness not only jeopardizes us but also defiles others (12:15). 

3. The alternative to fainting or chaffing under hardship is to view it 
through the lens of grace: God ultimately uses every hardship for 
our good and His glory. 

iv. Warning Against Refusing an Unshakable Kingdom – 12:18-29 
1. In 12:18-24, for one final time, the writer contrasted Jewish ways 

with the great privileges that belong to Christians. He reminded 
them of the terrors associated with the giving of the Law and the 
glories associated with Mount Zion (the heavenly city).  
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2. He reminded them that blood of Jesus “speaks a better word than 

the blood of Abel.” When Abel was murdered, his blood cried out 
from the ground for vengeance (Genesis 4:10). By contrast, when 
Jesus was murdered, His blood “spoke” a better invitation: Come 
sinners and find forgiveness. Thanksgiving and worship are the 
only appropriate responses to such an invitation!  
 

C. Dedication to Jesus – Hebrews 13: The final chapter contains miscellaneous 
instructions about matters that prove our dedication to Christ.  

i. Miscellaneous Evidences – 13:1-17  
1. Demonstrations of Love – 13:1-3: Loving others, especially other 

believers, is a hallmark of genuine faith (1 John 4:20-21). Having 
others in one’s home is not valued as it once was in most cultures, 
but Christians should be exceedingly hospitable, not to impress 
guests but to demonstrate love. Visiting imprisoned friends takes 
special effort, but it is a true demonstration of compassion.  

2. Evidenced in Marriage – 13:4: Fidelity to Christ should be 
reflected by fidelity in marriage.  

3. Evidenced by Contentment – 13:5-6: People of faith do not need to 
worry about money. They are content because they know they will 
always have God and He will help them in need. 

4. Evidenced by Imitating and Submission to Leaders – 13:7-8, 17: 
Much is said in the New Testament about the responsibility of 
church leaders. These verses speak of our responsibility to our 
leaders. Our spiritual leaders are appointed by God (Romans 13:1) 
and bear a heavy burden. Therefore, we are not to make it difficult 
for faithful ministers of God’s word. Our responsibility is to obey 
them and make their work a joy. Since the original readers were 
tempted to leave the faith, the writer reminded them to look to their 
Christian leaders for an example of perseverance. However, we 
should never be discouraged that faithful leaders come and go, 
since we always have Jesus and He never changes.  

5. Evidenced by Where We “Eat” – 13:9-10: We prove our dedication 
to Christ by where we look for sustenance. In Judaism, the priests 
and the worshippers ate portions of certain sacrificed animals. On 
the other hand, Christians find “food” that is truly strengthening at 
the altar of the cross. The best food for our hearts cannot be found 
in ritual but in grace. Daily meditation on His grace renews and 
strengthens us.  
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6. Evidenced by Willingness to be Disgraced – 13:11-14: On the 

Day of Atonement, the animal’s blood was brought inside the Most 
Holy Place. Its flesh was burned outside the camp. The writer drew 
a parallel between the old covenant form (the Day of Atonement 
sacrifice) and the new covenant reality (Jesus’ sacrifice). Roman 
crucifixions (like Jesus’) customarily took place outside the city 
walls. Therefore, the writer urged his readers to follow Jesus 
outside the city (that is, outside Judaism [or the values of our own 
culture]), even though doing so may mean personal disgrace (as it 
did for Jesus).  

7. Evidenced by Christian “Sacrifices” – 13:15-16: Although the 
rituals of Judaism are no longer necessary, Christians are to offer 
sacrifices of a different kind: to praise God continually and do good 
to others.   

ii. Closing Words and Benediction – 13:18-25: After asking his readers to 
pray he would soon be restored to them, he pronounced a benediction, 
exhorted them to comply with what he had written, and closed with 
greetings and a note about Timothy.   

 
Summary Statement: Life is hard, but God wants us to remember what He’s given us (so 
we don’t turn away to other things) and where He is taking us (so we will persevere).  
 
The faithful saints of chapter 11 had a vision of something that kept them going in hardship. 
Jesus saw through the cross to the result (12:2) and that is also what these faithful people did. 
They didn’t endure hardship begrudgingly, nor did they faint under it. They looked right 
through their trouble and saw what lied ahead for them. Like Jesus, they endured for the joy 
set before them (11:13-16). With eyes of faith, they saw the heavenly city. 
 
Principle: People of enduring faith look right through their difficulties to the joy that lies 
ahead.  

Conclusion 
 

The writer of Hebrews urged us to be sure we don’t fall short of the grace of God (12:15) and 
reminded us that it is good for our hearts to be strengthened by grace (13:9). Every 
circumstance that comes to us has first received God’s approval. Even our hardships are 
evidences of His grace, goodness, and blessing. He will work everything for our good and 
His glory (Romans 8:28). With that perspective and the promise of heaven, what hardship do 
you need to look right through to the joy that lies ahead? Will you begin thanking Him that 
He has graciously included you in a kingdom that cannot be shaken (12:28)? Will you accept 
hardship, not as evidence that God doesn’t love you, but as evidence that He does? 
When life gets hard, God wants us to persevere, remembering what He’s given us and where 
He is taking us.  
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Since the date and author of Hebrews are unknown, we have covered it after the last known 
letter of Paul and before we begin the epistles written by other writers. The remaining lessons 
in Acts 2 cover the “general epistles” of Peter, Jude, and John, including the Revelation. 
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